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Welcome, Dear Test Takers, 

As you scroll down this introductory page, you're not merely consuming text - you're taking 

the first decisive step on an enriching adventure that will hone your speaking skills for the 

IELTS exam. This eBook is your invaluable guide, meticulously crafted by a panel of IELTS 

experts who have witnessed firsthand the transformational impact that mastering the 

English language can have on both Academic and General Training candidates. 

Here, we transcend traditional training methods, offering you an in-depth exploration into 

the nuances of effective communication and the art of persuasive speaking. Whether you're 

a newcomer eager to familiarize yourself with IELTS Speaking criteria or a seasoned test-

taker aiming to elevate your performance, our content serves as an all-encompassing toolkit 

tailored just for you. 

Inside this book, you'll unearth most effective tips and tricks, step-by-step strategies, high 

scoring response templates, and detailed examples using real test questions. Expect to 

unlock a treasure trove of knowledge, including but not limited to, articulating ideas clearly, 

structuring your responses effectively, and mastering the subtleties of verbal 

communication in English. 

Yet, this eBook aspires to be more than just a primer for your test day. We aim to empower 

you with a new language philosophy - one that goes beyond cracking the IELTS code to 

transforming how you interact with the world. As you delve deeper into each section, you'll 

uncover layers of skills that extend well beyond the examination room, equipping you with 

the competence to thrive in any English-speaking environment. 

So why settle for rudimentary tips when you can have a comprehensive, scientifically 

designed, and user-friendly companion? Dive into this eBook with an open mind and 

steadfast resolve, and you'll emerge not just as a confident IELTS candidate, but also as a 

refined communicator in the global stage. 

Your transformative journey towards IELTS Speaking excellence starts now. We are thrilled 

to be a part of your quest and cannot wait to hear your success stories. 

With heartfelt regards, 

IELTS Luminary Team 
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Understanding IELTS Speaking Test 
The IELTS Speaking test is a crucial part of the IELTS exam, designed to assess your 

proficiency in spoken English. It's aimed at testing the ability to communicate effectively in 

English and is accepted by educational institutions, employers, and governments around the 

world.  

Exam Structure 

The IELTS Speaking test is a face-to-face interview with an examiner, which lasts about 11 to 

14 minutes and is divided into three parts. Let’s break down what you can expect in each 

part. 

Part 1: Introduction and Interview (4-5 minutes) 

In the first part, the examiner will introduce themselves and then ask you to introduce 

yourself. You will answer questions about familiar topics such as your home, family, work, 

studies, and interests. This part is much like a friendly conversation you might have when 

meeting someone for the first time. 

Example: If the examiner asks, "Can you tell me about your hometown?" You might answer, 

"Certainly! I’m from Chennai, which is a large city in Southern India known for its vibrant 

culture and history." 

Part 2: Long Turn / Cue Card Session (3-4 minutes) 

In this section, you will be given a task card with a topic and three or four bullet points to 

guide your talk. You will have one minute to prepare. During this preparation time, you can 

jot down some notes on the provided paper to help organize your thoughts. 

Example: The task card says: 

“Describe a book you have recently read. 

You should say: 

• what the book is 
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• who wrote the book 

• what the book is about 

and explain how much you enjoyed reading this book.” 

You will have 1 minute to prepare this response, and then you will be given 2 minutes to 

speak on this card topic. 

Part 3: Discussion (4-5 minutes) 

This part expands on the topic from Part 2. The examiner will ask you several more detailed 

questions, giving you the opportunity to discuss your ideas more fully and share your 

opinions. 

Example: Suppose in Part 2 you described a book you recently read. In Part 3, the examiner 

might ask these follow-up questions: 

1. How do you think people's reading habits have changed over the years? Discuss 

whether you think people read more or less now than in the past and why. 

2. What role do books play in education today? Consider how books are used in 

schools and universities and their importance compared to digital media. 

3. Do you believe books will remain popular despite the growth of digital media? Share 

your thoughts on whether books will continue to be valued for their content or if 

they might become less popular as technology advances. 

These questions allow you to explore the topic in depth, express your opinions, and 

demonstrate your ability to discuss complex issues in English. 

 

Assessment Criteria 

The IELTS Speaking test is evaluated based on four criteria. Each criterion accounts for 25% 

of your total Speaking score. Understanding these can help you better prepare for the test. 

Here’s a detailed look at each: 

1. Fluency and Coherence 
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Fluency and Coherence measure your ability to speak at length without too much hesitation 

and to link ideas effectively. The examiner looks at how smoothly you can keep speaking 

and how logically your ideas are connected. 

2. Vocabulary 

Lexical Resource checks how well you use words. It's important to choose the right words to 

express your ideas clearly and show you know different words and phrases, including 

common expressions. 

Example: When talking about what you do every day, using different words can help 

improve your score. 

• Simple Vocabulary Example: "I wake up, do some stretching, go for a walk, then 

spend my evening reading or working on small projects." 

• Good Vocabulary Example: "Each morning, I begin my day with some gentle 

stretching, followed by an energetic walk. In the evenings, I engage in reading or 

crafting, activities that truly refresh me." 

3. Grammar 

Grammatical Range and Accuracy evaluates your ability to use a wide range of grammatical 

structures accurately. Demonstrating this skill involves not just avoiding errors, but also 

showing that you can use a variety of complex sentence forms effectively. This helps convey 

your ideas in more nuanced and detailed ways. 

Example: Discussing past experiences, you might say: 

• Poor Grammar Example: "I always liked to visit my grandparents when I was 

younger. They live in a big house in the countryside. It is quiet there, not like the city 

I live in. I go there every summer. I like it because it’s different." 

• Good Grammar Example: "Throughout my childhood, I eagerly anticipated my 

annual summer visits to my grandparents' sprawling countryside home. Nestled in 

serene surroundings, their house offered a stark contrast to the relentless noise and 

activity of the urban environment where I resided. Each visit not only rejuvenated my 

spirit but also provided a rich tapestry of experiences, distinctly different from my 
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usual city life. It was during these visits that I cultivated a deep appreciation for 

nature and tranquillity, attributes scarcely found in my metropolitan existence." 

In the good grammar example, the sentence structures vary between simple, compound, 

and complex, providing depth and clarity to the description. The use of past perfect tense, 

conditional phrases, and relative clauses enhances the grammatical complexity, offering a 

richer narrative experience. 

4. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is all about how clear and easy to understand your speech is. You don't need 

to sound like you're from Britain or America; what matters more is speaking clearly. This 

means making sure you say words correctly, stress the right parts of words, and use a 

natural rhythm and tone in your sentences. 

When you speak, it’s important that the person listening to you can understand you easily 

without having to struggle or ask you to repeat yourself. This involves a few key things: 

• Word Stress: This is about which part of a word you emphasize. For example, in the 

word "information," the stress is on the third syllable: in-for-MA-tion. Getting the 

stress right helps people understand you more clearly. 

• Sentence Rhythm: English sentences have a natural flow or rhythm, which comes 

from stressing some words more than others. For instance, in the sentence "I can't 

believe you did that," the words "can't," "believe," and "that" are usually stressed, 

which helps convey the speaker's emotions and meanings. 

• Intonation: This refers to the rise and fall of your voice as you speak. Intonation can 

help express questions, statements, excitement, or uncertainty. For example, your 

voice usually goes up at the end of a question like "You're coming, right?" 

By focusing on these aspects of pronunciation, you can make your English sound more 

natural, which makes it easier for others to understand you. 

Know How to Impress the Examiner  
In the captivating world of IELTS Speaking, your ability to leave a lasting impression on the 

examiner can truly make a difference in achieving that high band score you're aiming for. 
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This chapter is designed to be your roadmap to understanding and mastering the nuances 

that distinguish a good speaker from an exceptional one in the eyes of an IELTS examiner. 

Here, we will delve into the essential criteria used to evaluate your performance, breaking 

down each aspect to ensure you know exactly how to showcase your best English-speaking 

abilities. 

Whether you're just starting your IELTS preparation or refining your skills for a retake, the 

insights provided here will equip you with practical strategies to enhance your fluency, 

coherence, vocabulary, and grammatical range. By the end of this chapter, you'll not only be 

prepared to meet the examiner's expectations but exceed them, turning your IELTS 

Speaking test into a standout performance that resonates with clarity and confidence. Get 

ready to engage with each section, as we unravel the secrets to impressing the examiner 

and achieving the score that reflects your true potential. 

Fluency and Coherence 

In the IELTS Speaking test, Fluency and Coherence are essential for achieving a high score. 

This section helps you understand how to speak smoothly and logically connect your ideas. 

Here’s a detailed guide on improving your fluency and coherence, with practical tips and 

examples. 

Pacing Your Speech:  

Pacing is the speed at which you talk. Finding a comfortable pace helps you sound more 

natural and ensures your listener can follow along without difficulty. While speaking, if you 

notice yourself speeding up due to nervousness, consciously slow down. Similarly, if you’re 

dragging, pick up the pace slightly to maintain energy. 

➢ Example for Good Pacing: When talking about your favourite hobby, describe it 

step-by-step. For instance, if you enjoy cooking, you might say, "First, I choose a 

recipe that I feel excited about. Then, I gather all the ingredients. After that, I follow 

the steps one by one, taking my time to enjoy the process." 

Managing Hesitations: 

Hesitations occur when you pause too often while searching for the next word or idea, 

usually filling these gaps with sounds like "um" or "ah." When you need a moment to think, 
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just pause. This is better than filling the space with "um" or "uh," which can distract the 

listener. 

➢ Example for Reducing Hesitations: If asked about your last vacation, instead of 

pausing frequently, you might plan a brief outline in your mind first: "I'll mention the 

destination, then the activities, followed by who I went with." 

Using Smooth Transitions: 

Transitions are words or phrases that help you move from one idea to another smoothly, 

linking your thoughts in a way that makes sense to the listener. While you're finishing one 

point, start thinking about how it connects to the next. This prepares you for a smooth 

transition. 

➢ Example for Using Transitions: When discussing a topic like technology’s impact 

on education, you might transition by saying, "This brings me to another point, which 

is the accessibility of learning materials online, allowing students from all over the 

world to access high-quality education." 

Expanding Your Answers:  

Expanding your answers effectively not only improves your fluency by giving you more to 

say but also helps in maintaining coherence by allowing you to develop your points fully. 

➢ Strategy: Use the "What, Why, How" model to elaborate on your responses. 

Whenever you answer a question, explain what you mean, why you feel that way, or 

how it affects you. 

➢ Example: If asked about your favourite book, you might say, "My favourite book is 

'To Kill a Mockingbird.' It's a profound story (what) that discusses themes of justice 

and racial inequality (why), which made me reflect deeply on societal issues (how)." 

You can also apply PEE (Point, Example, Explain) method: Make a point, provide an 

example, and then explain how the example supports your point. 

➢ Example: "I believe that staying active is important. For instance, I make it a point to 

jog every morning. This routine not only improves my physical health but also clears 

my mind, making me more effective throughout the day." 

Rephrasing for Clarity: 
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Sometimes you might start an answer and realize halfway through that you could say 

it better. Rephrasing helps you clarify your thoughts, which can enhance both fluency 

and coherence. 

➢ Strategy: If you stumble or find your explanation becoming too complex, don’t be 

afraid to rephrase. Saying "Let me rephrase that" or "In other words" gives you a 

second chance to express your idea more clearly. 

➢ Example: "I mean to say, learning English is not just about grammar and vocabulary. 

In other words, it's also about understanding different cultures and ways of thinking." 

Structured Thought Process: 

Organizing your thoughts in a logical structure before you start speaking can significantly 

improve your coherence. 

➢ Strategy: Before answering, quickly decide on a beginning, middle, and end for your 

talk. For instance, introduce the topic, give details, and then provide a conclusion or 

summary. 

➢ Example: When describing an important cultural festival, you might start with a brief 

introduction to the festival, discuss the main activities and what they represent, and 

conclude with its personal significance or what you enjoy most about it. 

Linking Ideas with Cohesive Devices: 

Using cohesive devices correctly can stitch your sentences and ideas together, making your 

speech flow naturally. 

➢ Strategy: Learn to use a variety of cohesive devices. These can be categorizing 

words ("Firstly," "In addition"), causal connectors ("Therefore," "Consequently"), or 

contrasting phrases ("However," "On the other hand"). 

➢ Example: "Many people enjoy freelance work because of the flexibility it offers. 

However, it can also be unpredictable and insecure." 
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Vocabulary 

Understanding the impact of vocabulary on your IELTS Speaking score, and how using richer 

vocabulary can impress the examiner, involves a deep dive into the nuances of language 

usage and its effect on your assessment. Here's a detailed explanation that contrasts the 

outcomes of using poor versus impressive vocabulary: 

Limited Expression and Precision 

Using basic or repetitive vocabulary not only limits your ability to be precise, but it also 

restricts your ability to fully explore and explain your thoughts during the exam. This can 

result in answers that are too general, lacking in depth, and not reflective of your true 

language abilities. 

➢ Poor: "I felt bad when I failed the test." 

➢ Rich: "I was devastated when I failed the test because I had invested a great deal of 

time and effort into my preparation." 

The rich example uses "devastated" which accurately conveys the intensity of the emotion, 

compared to the vague "felt bad" in the poor example. Including the reason for the emotion 

("invested a great deal of time and effort") further deepens the understanding of the 

situation, demonstrating a more sophisticated use of language. 

Demonstrating Language Proficiency: 

The IELTS Speaking test is an opportunity to showcase your language skills. Using simplistic 

vocabulary not only makes your answers less impressive but also fails to demonstrate your 

proficiency across a range of linguistic features, including synonym use, appropriate 

adjective and adverb usage, and the ability to use nuanced expressions. 

➢ Poor: "I saw a good movie." 

➢ Rich: "I watched a captivating thriller that kept me on the edge of my seat." 

The rich example uses specific genre terminology ("thriller") and idiomatic language ("kept 

me on the edge of my seat"), showcasing a broader and more appropriate use of vocabulary 

that enriches the description and captures the listener’s interest. 
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Coherence and Interest: 

Your ability to engage the examiner and maintain their interest is crucial for a high score. 

Monotonous or repetitive language can make your speech dull and harder to follow, which 

impacts the coherence of your communication. Varied vocabulary helps to structure your 

narrative, making it easier for the listener to follow and stay engaged. 

➢ Poor: "I go to the gym in the morning and then go to work." 

➢ Rich: "Each morning, I kick-start my day with a vigorous workout at the gym, 

followed by heading to my dynamic workplace." 

The rich example uses varied vocabulary ("kick-start," "vigorous workout," "dynamic 

workplace") and more descriptive phrases that paint a vivid picture of the routine, 

enhancing the engagement and coherence of the narrative. 

Precision and Clarity 

By choosing precise vocabulary, you can provide detailed descriptions and express nuances 

in your thoughts. This ability is especially important when answering questions about 

personal experiences or opinions, where detail and depth can enrich your narrative. 

➢ Poor: "I'm studying a lot these days." 

➢ Rich: "I'm currently immersed in intensive preparation for my upcoming university 

exams, focusing primarily on advanced biochemistry and statistical analysis courses." 

The rich version provides specific details about the subject and nature of the study, which 

paints a clearer picture of the candidate’s academic engagement. 

Demonstrating Language Range 

The ability to use specialized terminology and idiomatic language appropriately can set you 

apart from others. It shows that you are not only repeating memorized phrases but also 

understanding and applying them correctly in context. 

➢ Poor: "My job involves talking to customers." 

➢ Rich: "My role as a client relations specialist entails engaging directly with customers 

to resolve inquiries and foster long-term relationships." 
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The rich sentence uses professional terminology ("client relations specialist," "engage," 

"foster") that demonstrates an understanding of industry-specific language. 

Engagement and Coherence 

Engaging speech is characterized by varied sentence structures and vocabulary that can 

capture and hold attention. Using synonyms and descriptive phrases effectively can make 

even simple narratives or explanations much more compelling. 

➢ Poor: "I go to the gym to stay healthy." 

➢ Rich: "I frequent the gym to maintain optimal physical wellness and enhance my 

mental resilience." 

The use of terms like "frequent," "optimal physical wellness," and "enhance mental 

resilience" not only adds variety but also depth, making the statement more impactful and 

engaging. 

Below, you'll find more comprehensive discussion featuring examples of both limited and 

enriched vocabulary use. The provided examples cover the most common topics for IELTS 

Speaking exam. 

1. Describing Daily Routines 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I get up, eat breakfast, go to work, come back, watch 

TV, and go to sleep." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "Every morning, I awaken at dawn and savor a nutritious 

breakfast, then I commute to my workplace. Upon returning home, I unwind by 

watching documentaries before retiring for the night." 

Here's an in-depth explanation of how the rich vocabulary improves your response: 

Detail and Imagery: The rich vocabulary example uses more specific and descriptive 

language, which adds depth and clarity to the narrative: 

• "Awaken at dawn" versus "get up": The phrase "awaken at dawn" not only specifies 

the time of day but also evokes a more vivid image, suggesting a peaceful and 

natural beginning to the day. 
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• "Savor a nutritious breakfast" versus "eat breakfast": "Savor" implies taking 

pleasure in eating, which enhances the experience described, making it more 

engaging. Additionally, describing the breakfast as "nutritious" adds an element of 

health and well-being. 

Word Choice and Precision: The choice of words in the rich vocabulary example is more 

precise and tailored, which conveys a clearer picture of the speaker's daily routine: 

• "Commute to my workplace" versus "go to work": Using "commute" specifies the 

action of traveling to work, which might involve more than just a simple journey, 

suggesting a daily routine that many can relate to. 

• "Unwind by watching documentaries" versus "watch TV": This not only specifies 

the type of content consumed (documentaries) but also implies a purposeful choice 

of relaxing or intellectually engaging material, rather than passive entertainment. 

Cohesion and Flow: The enriched description also enhances the flow and cohesion of the 

statement, making the sequence of activities sound more interconnected and purposeful: 

• Transitional phrases like "then" and "upon returning home" help in linking the 

activities smoothly, guiding the listener through a typical day with ease. This use of 

transitions is critical in speaking tests to show the ability to connect ideas logically. 

• Ending the day with "retiring for the night" rather than just "go to sleep" provides 

a more formal and conclusive end to the narrative, which mirrors the structured 

beginning. 

2. Talking About Hobbies 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I like reading books and playing sports." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I am an avid reader, frequently immersing myself in 

classic literature and contemporary novels. Additionally, I actively participate in 

various athletic activities, including basketball and swimming." 

Let's delve into how the enriched vocabulary enhances communication and could impress 

the examiner. 
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Detail and Specificity: The rich vocabulary example provides much more detail and 

specificity, which enhances the description and gives the listener a clearer understanding of 

the speaker's interests and activities: 

• "I am an avid reader" suggests not only that the speaker enjoys reading but does 

so with great enthusiasm and regularity. This expression conveys passion more 

effectively than simply stating, "I like reading books." 

• "Frequently immersing myself in classic literature and contemporary novels" 

provides specific examples of what kinds of books the speaker reads, showing a 

broad interest in different genres and eras. This level of detail can demonstrate the 

speaker’s broad cultural and literary awareness. 

Choice of Verbs and Modifiers: The choice of verbs and modifiers in the rich vocabulary 

example adds depth to the narrative and illustrates the speaker's active engagement in 

these hobbies: 

• "Immersing myself" implies a deep, involved, and perhaps prolonged engagement 

with reading, much stronger than "like," which is relatively vague and nondescript. 

• "Actively participate in various athletic activities" not only specifies what the 

speaker does but also shows diversity in their interests and an energetic involvement, 

as opposed to the simpler "playing sports." 

Inclusion of Examples and Adjectives: Including specific examples and adjectives makes 

the statement more vivid and interesting, which can engage the listener more effectively: 

• The mention of "classic literature and contemporary novels" gives a sense of the 

speaker's broad reading tastes and suggests a sophisticated level of reading. 

• Listing specific sports like "basketball and swimming" provides a clear picture of 

what kinds of physical activities the speaker engages in, rather than leaving it to the 

listener’s imagination. 

3. Discussing Educational Background 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I studied a lot in school and learned many things." 
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➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "During my academic tenure, I engaged deeply with a 

rigorous curriculum that spanned a broad array of subjects, from theoretical physics 

to modern philosophy." 

Let’s explore why the rich vocabulary example is more effective for the IELTS Speaking exam 

and how it enhances the speaker’s portrayal of their educational background. 

Complexity and Specificity The rich vocabulary example demonstrates a higher level of 

complexity and specificity, these are important to impress IELTS examiners: 

• "Academic tenure" suggests a dedicated period of study, giving a formal and 

serious tone to the educational experience, compared to the vague "studied a lot in 

school." 

• "Engaged deeply" implies an active, enthusiastic, and thorough involvement in 

learning, which is much more dynamic and involved than simply stating "learned 

many things." 

Use of Precise Terms and Scope: Using precise academic terms and mentioning a broad 

scope of subjects conveys a well-rounded education and showcases the speaker's wide-

ranging intellectual curiosity: 

• "Rigorous curriculum" indicates that the studies were challenging and demanding, 

suggesting high standards and deep knowledge, which is far more descriptive than 

the non-specific "studied a lot." 

• Mentioning specific subjects like "theoretical physics" and "modern philosophy" 

not only details what was studied but also highlights a diverse academic interest, 

from the sciences to the humanities. This range is much more compelling than the 

generic "learned many things." 

Impression on the Examiner: By using sophisticated and varied vocabulary to describe 

educational experiences, the speaker can create a strong impression on the IELTS examiner: 

• Intellectual Depth: The choice of words reflects a deep and thoughtful engagement 

with education, which suggests a serious and reflective student. 

• Communicative Skill: The ability to describe education with such varied vocabulary 

demonstrates excellent communicative English skills, including the use of niche terms 

and complex descriptions. 
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Language Proficiency: The rich vocabulary example showcases the speaker’s proficiency in 

English through the use of academic and context-appropriate language: 

• Lexical Range: The varied vocabulary used shows a wide lexical range, a key criterion 

IELTS examiners evaluate. 

• Cohesive Narrative: The structured way in which the educational experience is laid 

out (period of study, nature of engagement, type of curriculum, and areas of study) 

offers a cohesive and coherent narrative. 

4. Explaining Career Goals 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I want to get a good job and make money." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I aspire to secure a prestigious position within a 

multinational corporation, where I can not only leverage my skills to achieve 

professional success but also contribute positively to my team and society at large." 

Here’s an in-depth analysis of why the richer vocabulary example is more effective for the 

IELTS Speaking test, and how it can impress the examiner. 

Depth of Ambition and Clarity of Purpose: The rich vocabulary example shows a deeper 

level of ambition and a clearer, more specific career path: 

• "Aspire" vs. "want": The verb "aspire" conveys a stronger, more determined desire, 

suggesting long-term goals rather than a simple wish. It elevates the tone of the 

statement and aligns with more formal and serious aspirations. 

• "Secure a prestigious position within a multinational corporation" details not 

only the type of job but also the kind of environment the speaker aims to work in, 

which is much more specific compared to the generic "get a good job." This 

specificity demonstrates a clear understanding of one's career path and the industry 

they are targeting. 

Demonstration of Professional Vocabulary and Industry Insight 

Using industry-specific terms and professional language can significantly enhance a 

speaker's credibility and show their familiarity with the business world: 
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• "Leverage my skills" indicates a strategic use of personal abilities, suggesting that 

the speaker has valuable skills that can be effectively applied in a professional 

setting. This phrase shows an understanding of how personal growth and 

organizational goals can align. 

• "Achieve professional success" is a broad, encompassing term that implies 

advancing in one’s career through measurable achievements, reflecting a focused 

and outcome-oriented mindset. 

Contributing to Team and Society: Expressing the desire to contribute to both one's team 

and society adds an extra layer of maturity and responsibility to the speaker’s goals: 

• "Contribute positively to my team and society at large" shows an awareness of 

the broader impact of one's professional life. It reflects a communal and societal 

perspective, indicating that the speaker values teamwork and social responsibility. 

This is not just about personal gain ("make money") but about making a meaningful 

impact. 

5. Describing Your Favourite Meal 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I love eating meat and vegetables." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I relish the occasions when I can indulge in a sumptuous 

meal consisting of roasted lamb seasoned with rosemary and a medley of steamed 

organic vegetables." 

Let’s break down why the richer vocabulary is more effective, especially in the context of the 

IELTS Speaking test. 

Enhanced Descriptive Quality: The rich vocabulary example provides much more detail, 

which helps paint a vivid picture of the experience: 

• "Relish" and "indulge" are both verbs that suggest a deep enjoyment and pleasure, 

which are stronger and more expressive compared to the simple "love." These verbs 

give a sense of a special, perhaps less frequent, cherished activity. 

• "Sumptuous meal" implies a lavish, luxurious eating experience, elevating the 

description from the mundane to something more exceptional and noteworthy. 
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Specificity and Sensory Appeal: Specific details and sensory words make the description 

more tangible and engaging for the listener: 

• "Roasted lamb seasoned with rosemary" not only specifies what kind of meat the 

speaker enjoys but also includes details about how it's prepared and flavored. This 

not only informs the listener about the speaker's specific tastes but also evokes 

olfactory and gustatory imagery. 

• "A medley of steamed organic vegetables" enhances the description by not just 

stating "vegetables" but specifying that they are a variety and are prepared in a 

healthy way (steamed), and are organically sourced. This adds layers of detail about 

health consciousness and preference for natural products. 

6. Discussing a Recent Vacation 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I went to the beach. It was fun." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I recently ventured to the pristine shores of Bali, where I 

basked in the sunlit landscapes and revelled in the tranquil sea breezes - a truly 

exhilarating getaway." 

Here’s a more in-depth explanation of how the enriched vocabulary enhances the 

description and why it effectively impresses the examiner. 

Vivid and Sensory Details: The rich vocabulary example leverages vivid and sensory details 

that paint a more picturesque and immersive image of the experience: 

• "Ventured to the pristine shores of Bali" uses "ventured" which suggests a journey 

or adventure, adding a sense of excitement and discovery compared to the mundane 

"went." "Pristine shores" conjures images of unspoiled, clean beaches, enhancing the 

aesthetic appeal. 

• "Basked in the sunlit landscapes and reveled in the tranquil sea breezes" 

introduces sensory experiences: "basked" and "reveled" suggest deep enjoyment and 

absorption in the natural beauty, which "fun" simply fails to convey. These verbs give 

life to the experience, making it feel as though the listener can almost feel the sun 

and breeze. 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 20 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

Emotional and Evocative Language: Using language that evokes emotion and a sense of 

place can significantly enhance the listener's engagement: 

• "A truly exhilarating getaway" not only provides a summary of the emotional 

impact of the trip but also uses the word "exhilarating" to express intense joy and 

excitement, which is far more specific and impactful than the generic "fun." 

7. Describing a Memorable Event 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I had a great time at my friend's wedding." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I had the distinct pleasure of attending my best friend's 

wedding, which was a lavish affair marked by exquisite decor, a heartwarming 

ceremony, and jubilant celebrations that lasted well into the night." 

Here's a detailed breakdown of how the rich vocabulary example achieves this: 

Detail and Specificity: The rich vocabulary example is full of specific details that paint a 

vivid picture of the event: 

• "Distinct pleasure" suggests a unique and memorable experience, emphasizing the 

speaker's emotional engagement more than the generic "great time." 

• "Lavish affair" conveys the scale and grandeur of the wedding, implying that no 

expense was spared. This word choice adds a layer of luxury and opulence that 

"great time" lacks. 

• "Exquisite decor" and "heartwarming ceremony" provide specific details that help 

the listener visualize the setting and the emotional tone of the event, making the 

description much more immersive. 

• "Jubilant celebrations that lasted well into the night" not only describes the 

mood of happiness and joy but also gives a sense of the duration of the event, 

suggesting a lively and enduring festivity. 

Emotional Resonance: The use of emotionally charged words significantly enhances the 

impact of the statement: 

• Each element chosen ("distinct pleasure," "heartwarming," "jubilant") serves to evoke 

specific emotional responses, creating a narrative that resonates on an emotional 
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level with the listener. This approach engages the listener more deeply than the 

straightforward emotion implied by "great time." 

Sophisticated Vocabulary: The choice of sophisticated vocabulary demonstrates the 

speaker's linguistic ability: 

• Words like "lavish," "exquisite," and "jubilant" are less common and more descriptive 

than simple adjectives like "great." Using such vocabulary correctly shows that the 

speaker has a higher level of English proficiency, which is crucial for achieving a high 

score in the IELTS Speaking section. 

8. Talking About a Favorite Movie 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I like watching action movies because they are 

exciting." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I have a particular fondness for action films, especially 

those that blend riveting storytelling with high-octane sequences, offering both 

adrenaline-pumping excitement and compelling narratives." 

Here’s a deeper exploration into why the richer vocabulary example is more effective, 

especially in the context of the IELTS Speaking test. 

Specificity and Precision: The rich vocabulary example provides a clear and precise 

description, which helps convey the speaker's specific tastes and reasons for enjoying action 

films: 

• "Particular fondness" suggests a strong preference, which is more specific and 

emphatic than the simple "like." This phrase indicates a well-considered preference, 

not just a casual interest. 

• "Riveting storytelling and high-octane sequences" precisely articulate what 

aspects of action films are appealing. "Riveting" and "high-octane" are evocative 

adjectives that describe the intensity and thrill of the movies, going beyond the 

generic "exciting." 

Descriptive and Evocative Language: The use of descriptive and evocative language in the 

rich example engages the listener more effectively by painting a vivid picture of the viewing 

experience: 
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• "Adrenaline-pumping excitement" conveys a physical reaction to the films, 

suggesting that they are so thrilling they increase the viewer's heart rate. This 

expression adds a sensory dimension to the description, which "exciting" alone fails 

to capture. 

• "Compelling narratives" implies that the films are not only physically stimulating 

but also intellectually engaging. This shows that the speaker values a strong story, 

adding depth to their cinematic preferences. 

Lexical Range and Sophistication: The choice of sophisticated vocabulary demonstrates 

the speaker's lexical range, which is crucial for scoring high in the IELTS Speaking test: 

• Using terms like "particular," "riveting," "high-octane," "adrenaline-pumping," 

and "compelling" not only varies the vocabulary but also shows an ability to use 

more complex words effectively in appropriate contexts. This ability is highly valued 

in the IELTS exam. 

9. Discussing a Recent Book 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "The book was good and I learned a lot." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "The book was an enlightening read, providing profound 

insights into human psychology through expertly crafted arguments and thought-

provoking examples." 

Let’s explore why the rich vocabulary example is more effective and how it achieves this. 

Enhanced Descriptive Quality: The rich vocabulary example employs more descriptive and 

precise language that captures the reader's engagement and the book's impact more 

effectively: 

• "Enlightening read" suggests that the book provided new knowledge or 

perspectives, implying a transformative experience rather than just a positive one, as 

indicated by the simple adjective "good." 

• "Providing profound insights" implies deep, significant understanding, elevating 

the description from "learned a lot" to specifying the nature and depth of the 

learning. 
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Specificity and Context: The rich vocabulary not only praises the book but also gives 

specific context about what made it impressive, which helps convey a more complete 

picture of the reading experience: 

• "Into human psychology" specifies the subject matter, which helps the listener 

understand the context and focus of the book, unlike the vague "learned a lot," 

which does not indicate what was learned. 

• "Expertly crafted arguments and thought-provoking examples" highlights the 

author’s skill in presenting information, suggesting that the insights gained were 

well-supported and effectively communicated, engaging the reader intellectually. 

Use of Academic and Intellectual Language: The use of academically tinted and 

intellectually charged language demonstrates the speaker’s capability to discuss topics on a 

more sophisticated level, which is crucial for scoring high in the IELTS Speaking test: 

• Terms like "enlightening," "profound," "expertly crafted," and "thought-

provoking" not only enrich the vocabulary but also align with the language typically 

appreciated in academic and intellectual discussions. This level of vocabulary usage 

shows an advanced command of English. 

10. Explaining a Health Routine 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I exercise to stay healthy." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I adhere to a meticulously crafted fitness regimen 

designed to enhance both my physical stamina and mental well-being, incorporating 

a mix of cardiovascular training and strength exercises." 

Here’s an in-depth analysis of why the rich vocabulary example is more effective, especially 

for scenarios like the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Precision and Detail: The rich vocabulary example offers much greater precision and detail, 

which helps convey the speaker’s thoughtful approach to fitness: 

• "Adhere to a meticulously crafted fitness regimen" suggests a disciplined and 

carefully planned approach to exercise, rather than the simple and vague "exercise to 

stay healthy." The verb "adhere" implies consistency and commitment, while 

"meticulously crafted" highlights the careful planning involved. 
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• "Designed to enhance both my physical stamina and mental well-being" clearly 

states the goals of the regimen, indicating that the benefits are both physical and 

psychological. This level of detail shows a comprehensive understanding of fitness 

benefits, which is much more insightful than the generic goal to "stay healthy." 

Use of Specialized Vocabulary: The use of specialized vocabulary related to fitness not 

only makes the description more authoritative but also demonstrates the speaker’s 

knowledge and familiarity with the subject: 

• "Physical stamina and mental well-being" are specific aspects of health that are 

targeted by particular types of exercise, indicating a nuanced understanding of 

health that transcends simple fitness. 

• "Incorporating a mix of cardiovascular training and strength exercises" details 

the components of the fitness regimen, showcasing an awareness of different 

exercise types and their distinct benefits, which adds credibility and depth to the 

speaker's routine. 

11. Describing a Cultural Festival 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "The festival was fun and a lot of people came." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "The festival was a vibrant tapestry of culture, attracting 

throngs of attendees who were eager to partake in the traditional dances, savor the 

local cuisine, and immerse themselves in the festive atmosphere." 

Here’s why the rich vocabulary example is more compelling: 

Visual and Sensory Imagery: The rich vocabulary example uses language that evokes visual 

and sensory experiences, making the description more immersive: 

• "Vibrant tapestry of culture" not only indicates that the festival was colorful and 

lively but also suggests a diverse and intricate mix of cultural elements, much like a 

tapestry. This metaphor adds a layer of richness to the description that the simple 

adjective "fun" lacks. 

• "Throng of attendees" conveys a large, dense crowd, emphasizing the festival's 

popularity and the collective enthusiasm of the people present, which is far more 

descriptive than merely saying "a lot of people came." 
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Specific Details and Activities: The description includes specific activities and attractions at 

the festival, which provide a clearer picture of what made it engaging: 

• "Partake in the traditional dances, savor the local cuisine, and immerse 

themselves in the festive atmosphere" highlights specific ways in which the 

attendees participated in the festival. This not only informs about what activities were 

available but also shows how the attendees interacted with the cultural offerings. 

These details make the listener feel as if they are experiencing the festival themselves, 

thereby enhancing the narrative's impact and engagement. 

Dynamic and Evocative Language: The choice of dynamic and evocative words and 

phrases enhances the emotional and sensory appeal of the description: 

• "Eager to partake," "savor the local cuisine," and "immerse themselves" are all 

phrases that suggest active and enthusiastic participation, bringing the scene to life. 

Each verb is carefully chosen to reflect a deep level of engagement and enjoyment, 

which goes beyond the simple enjoyment implied by "fun." 

12. Explaining Environmental Concerns 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "Pollution is bad and hurts animals." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "Pollution poses a severe threat to biodiversity, leading 

to detrimental effects on wildlife habitats and causing a disturbing disruption in 

ecological balance." 

Here's a breakdown of why the rich vocabulary example is more effective, particularly in an 

evaluative context like the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Specificity and Depth: The rich vocabulary example provides much greater specificity and 

depth, which helps convey the speaker’s understanding of the topic: 

• "Pollution poses a severe threat to biodiversity" indicates a broad and significant 

impact, not just on individual animals but on biodiversity as a whole. This phrase 

suggests a comprehensive understanding of ecological principles, as opposed to the 

generic "pollution is bad." 
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• "Detrimental effects on wildlife habitats" provides specifics about how pollution 

impacts the environment, which is more precise than saying it "hurts animals." This 

detail shows the speaker's knowledge about the relationship between pollution and 

habitat degradation. 

Use of Technical Vocabulary: The rich vocabulary example incorporates technical and 

scientific terms, demonstrating a higher level of language proficiency: 

• "Biodiversity," "detrimental effects," and "ecological balance" are terms that are 

specific to environmental science. Using such terminology correctly indicates the 

speaker’s familiarity with academic or technical language, which is highly valued in 

IELTS. 

These terms also make the argument more compelling and credible, as they reflect a 

sophisticated understanding of the subject. 

Evocative and Impactful Language: The language used in the rich example is more 

evocative and impactful, designed to elicit a stronger emotional response from the listener: 

• "Severe threat," "detrimental effects," and "disturbing disruption" are phrases 

that intensify the sense of urgency and seriousness of the issue. The use of these 

emotionally charged words enhances the persuasive power of the statement. 

Such language can make the speech more memorable and engaging, which is crucial in 

spoken assessments like the IELTS. 

13. Discussing Technological Advances 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "Technology is changing fast and makes life easier." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "Technological advancements are accelerating at an 

unprecedented rate, revolutionizing the way we live by simplifying daily tasks and 

enhancing our connectivity with the world." 

Here’s a detailed explanation of why the richer vocabulary example is more effective, 

particularly for contexts like the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Specificity and Precision: The rich vocabulary example uses specific language that provides 

a clearer and more detailed understanding of how technology impacts daily life: 
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• "Technological advancements are accelerating at an unprecedented rate" 

provides a specific observation about the pace of technological changes, using terms 

like "accelerating" and "unprecedented" to emphasize the rapid and novel nature of 

these changes. This contrasts with the simple and vague "technology is changing 

fast." 

• "Revolutionizing the way we live" conveys a transformative impact, suggesting 

profound changes, rather than just stating that technology "makes life easier." This 

word choice implies a fundamental shift in lifestyle, which is more dramatic and 

significant. 

Depth of Impact: The description in the rich vocabulary example goes further to explain 

how technology affects daily activities and personal interactions: 

• "Simplifying daily tasks and enhancing our connectivity with the world" 

illustrates specific areas where technology has an impact. "Simplifying" suggests 

making tasks easier and more efficient, while "enhancing our connectivity" speaks to 

improvements in communication and interaction on a global scale. These terms paint 

a picture of both practical and social enhancements, providing a more 

comprehensive view than the simpler "makes life easier." 

Use of Advanced Vocabulary: The use of advanced and nuanced vocabulary in the rich 

example demonstrates a higher level of language proficiency: 

• "Advancements," "accelerating," "revolutionizing," "unprecedented," and 

"enhancing" are all terms that suggest a strong command of English, particularly in 

an academic or professional context. Such vocabulary not only enriches the 

description but also shows the speaker’s ability to discuss complex topics effectively. 

14. Talking About Leisure Activities 

➢ Poor Vocabulary Example: "I hang out with friends and we have fun." 

➢ Rich Vocabulary Example: "I cherish the moments spent in the company of my 

friends, engaging in lively discussions and shared activities that bring us joy and 

strengthen our bonds." 

Here's a deeper look into the benefits of the rich vocabulary example, particularly in 

contexts like the IELTS Speaking exam. 
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Emotional Depth and Personal Connection: The rich vocabulary example adds emotional 

depth and personal connection, making the statement more engaging and reflective: 

• "I cherish the moments spent in the company of my friends" uses the verb 

"cherish," which conveys a deep sense of value and emotional attachment, far 

beyond the simpler "hang out." It suggests that these moments are precious and 

greatly appreciated. 

• The phrase "in the company of my friends" enhances the sense of camaraderie 

and togetherness, emphasizing the social aspect more meaningfully than the casual 

"with friends." 

Specific Activities and Their Impact: Detailing what happens during these interactions and 

their effects enriches the narrative: 

• "Engaging in lively discussions and shared activities" not only tells what they do 

but also characterizes these activities as "lively," implying energy and enthusiasm. 

This description provides a clearer picture of the nature of their interactions, which 

"have fun" fails to capture. 

• "That bring us joy and strengthen our bonds" explains the impact of these 

activities. It's not just about fun; it's about joy and a strengthening of relationships. 

This shows a deeper understanding of how social interactions contribute to 

emotional well-being and social connections. 

Use of Evocative and Descriptive Language: The choice of evocative and descriptive 

language adds richness and texture to the speech, which is crucial for impressing IELTS 

examiners: 

• Words like "cherish," "lively," "joy," and "strengthen our bonds" are all 

emotionally charged and vivid. They help paint a more compelling picture of the 

speaker’s social life and interpersonal dynamics. 

• This level of description not only makes the statement more interesting but also 

demonstrates the speaker’s command of English, showing an ability to use a variety 

of words and phrases effectively. 
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Grammar 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, showcasing a broad and accurate range of grammatical 

structures is key to scoring highly. Here’s a detailed guide on the impressive grammar you 

should aim to demonstrate, including specific structures and how to use them effectively in 

various parts of the exam: 

Tense Usage 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, demonstrating mastery over various tenses is a critical way to 

showcase your English language proficiency. Here’s an in-depth look at how and why to use 

different tenses effectively in the exam context: 

Present Simple 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, particularly in Part 1, you are often asked to discuss your 

regular habits and routines. This is where the Present Simple tense is specially useful, as it is 

primarily used to describe habitual actions—things that you do regularly or practices that 

are part of your routine. Let's delve deeper into the example and the grammatical structure: 

Understanding the Present Simple 

The Present Simple tense is fundamental for expressing facts, routines, habits, and general 

truths. It's formed using the base form of the verb for most subjects (I, you, we, they) and 

the base form plus '-s' or '-es' for the third person singular (he, she, it). 

In other words, the Present Simple tense is structured as follows: 

• For most subjects (I, you, we, they): Use the base form of the verb. 

o Example: "I live in Canada." 

• For third-person singular subjects (he, she, it): Add an -s or -es to the base form 

of the verb. 

o Example: "She speaks three languages." 

Example: "I usually spend my weekends hiking in the countryside." 
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• Subject + Adverb of Frequency + Verb (base form) + Complement 

• Subject: "I" — The speaker refers to themselves, making the statement personal and 

direct. 

• Adverb of Frequency: "usually" — This adverb is crucial as it indicates frequency. It 

tells the examiner that the activity described is a regular, but not necessarily 

constant, part of the speaker's life. 

• Verb (Present Simple): "spend" — This is the base form of the verb, appropriate for 

the subject "I". The verb here is used to describe what the speaker does with their 

time, a typical use of the Present Simple to discuss habits. 

• Complement: "my weekends hiking in the countryside" — This part of the sentence 

provides specific details about how the time is spent, adding richness to the 

response and giving context that makes the discussion more engaging and 

informative. 

In the IELTS Speaking Part 1, the Present Simple tense is a fundamental tool for describing 

your daily routines, habits, and general facts about your life. Using adverbs of frequency and 

expanding your answers to include reasons or outcomes enhances both the content and the 

linguistic range of your responses. Here's a deeper exploration of these strategies: 

Enhancing Descriptions with Adverbs of Frequency: 

To make your use of the Present Simple more dynamic and informative in Part 1, 

incorporate adverbs of frequency such as 'always,' 'usually,' 'often,' 'sometimes,' and 'rarely.' 

These adverbs help quantify how often you engage in an activity, providing more details to 

the examiner. 

• "I often go to the gym after work." 

o Explanation: The adverb "often" indicates frequency but also leaves room for 

flexibility, suggesting that while you regularly engage in this activity, it is not an 

everyday occurrence. This level of detail provides a clearer picture of your weekly 

routine, which is more informative than simply saying "I go to the gym." 

Expanding on Your Answers: By elaborating on your statements, you show the examiner 

that you can think critically about your activities and articulate motivations or effects, which 

are higher-level language skills. Furthermore, expanded responses give a personal touch to 
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your answers, making them unique and memorable. This can help forge a better connection 

with the examiner and make the conversation more engaging. 

• "I usually spend my weekends hiking in the countryside because it helps me relax 

and enjoy nature." 

o Explanation: This response uses the Present Simple to describe a habitual activity 

("spend") and expands on the reason for the activity. The addition of a cause 

("because it helps me relax and enjoy nature") adds depth and shows a 

thoughtful reflection on personal well-being. It turns a simple statement into a 

personal insight, illustrating not only what you do but why you do it. 

 

Present Continuous 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, effectively using the Present Continuous tense is crucial for 

demonstrating your ability to discuss ongoing actions and near-future plans. This tense not 

only reflects your grammatical range but also your ability to describe current states and 

dynamic activities, which are common topics in Parts 1 and 2 of the exam. 

Understanding the Present Continuous 

The Present Continuous tense is used to talk about: 

1. Actions happening at the moment of speaking: It gives a sense of immediacy and 

engagement with the topic. 

2. Future arrangements: These are plans that are definite and usually involve some 

level of preparation or scheduling. 

The structure of the Present Continuous is: 

• Subject + am/is/are + verb-ing 

Example: "I’m preparing for a conference next month." 

• Subject: "I" — The speaker is talking about themselves, making the action personal 

and directly relevant to them. 
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• Verb to be: "am" — This is the conjugation of "to be" for the first person singular, 

which is essential for forming the Present Continuous. 

• Verb-ing: "preparing" — This is the main verb "prepare" in its -ing form, indicating 

an action in progress. 

• Complement: "for a conference next month" — This phrase specifies what the 

preparation is for and when the event is expected, adding a sense of future planning. 

The Present Continuous tense is particularly valuable in the IELTS Speaking exam because it 

enables you to discuss actions that are ongoing at the time of speaking or planned for the 

near future. This tense helps create a dynamic conversation and demonstrates your fluency 

and command of English grammar. Let’s explore how to use the Present Continuous in Parts 

1 and 2 of the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Part 1: Discussing Current Activities 

In Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking exam, you might be asked about your current life, whether 

it’s about your studies, work, or daily activities. The Present Continuous is perfect for these 

kinds of questions because it allows you to describe what you are actively engaged in. 

• Structure: The Present Continuous is formed with the subject followed by the 

appropriate form of the verb 'to be' (am/is/are) and the verb-ing (present participle). 

• Example: "I am currently taking an online course in graphic design." 

o Explanation: This response uses the Present Continuous ("am taking") to indicate 

that the action (taking the course) is happening now. The adverb "currently" 

reinforces the ongoing nature of the action, making it clear that this is what you 

are doing at present. Such a response shows the examiner that you are engaged 

in continuous learning, which adds a layer of depth to your answer. 

Part 2: Describing Projects and Future Events 

Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking test involves speaking at length about a particular topic. This 

part often requires you to describe projects you are involved in or events you are planning. 

The Present Continuous is ideal for these topics because it helps you detail preparations or 

actions that are underway but not yet completed. 

• Example: "I am organizing a local meet-up for next weekend." 
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o Explanation: Here, "am organizing" describes an action in progress. It implies 

that you are currently in the process of planning and preparing for the event, 

which is scheduled for the near future ("next weekend"). This use of the Present 

Continuous informs the examiner that the activity is ongoing and has a definitive 

future aspect, demonstrating your ability to handle project-based tasks and 

future arrangements. 

 

3. Past Simple 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, especially in Part 2, known as the "Long Turn/Cue Card 

Session," you are often asked to speak at length about a specific topic, typically related to 

past experiences such as a memorable trip, an important event, or any significant past 

activity. Mastery of the Past Simple tense is crucial for this part of the exam because it allows 

you to describe completed actions clearly and accurately, which is essential for conveying 

your experiences effectively. 

Understanding the Past Simple 

The Past Simple tense is used to talk about completed actions that happened at a specific 

time in the past. The tense provides a straightforward way to narrate events that have 

started and finished at a definite time. 

• Structure: The Past Simple is formed using the base form of the verb + -ed for 

regular verbs (e.g., walked, stayed) or the second form of the verb for irregular verbs 

(e.g., went, took). 

Example: "I traveled to Italy last summer." 

• Subject + Verb (past form) + Complement 

• Subject: "I" — The speaker referring to themselves. 

• Verb (Past Simple): "traveled" — The past form of the verb "travel," which indicates 

a completed action. 

• Complement: "to Italy last summer" — Specifies the destination and the exact time 

when the action took place, anchoring the event firmly in the past. 
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The Past Simple tense plays a vital role in the IELTS Speaking Part 2, where you are often 

prompted to discuss personal experiences, historical events, or past activities. This section 

evaluates your ability to speak at length about a topic, organize your thoughts logically, and 

use language accurately. Here's a deeper dive into each aspect of the relevance of the Past 

Simple in Part 2, illustrated with examples: 

Clarity in Timeline: The Past Simple helps establish when events occurred, which is crucial 

for the listener (in this case, the examiner) to understand the sequence and timing of the 

events you describe. 

Example Scenario: Suppose you are asked to describe a memorable holiday. A response 

might be: 

• "Last year, I visited Paris. We arrived in the early morning and spent the first day 

sightseeing." 

Explanation: The verbs "visited," "arrived," and "spent" are all in the Past Simple, clearly 

indicating that these actions have been completed in the past. This helps the examiner track 

the events' timeline, providing a clear historical context. 

Detailed Descriptions of Past Events: The Past Simple allows for detailed and vivid 

descriptions of past events, enabling you to paint a picture of the experience for the listener. 

Continuing with the memorable holiday topic, you might expand your narrative: 

• "On our second day, we took a boat ride along the Seine River and saw many of the 

famous landmarks. The weather was perfect, and we enjoyed a spectacular sunset 

from the deck." 

Explanation: Using the Past Simple ("took," "saw," "was," "enjoyed") allows you to describe 

specific activities and conditions. Each verb helps to build a detailed picture of the 

experience, enhancing the narrative's richness and engaging the listener more effectively. 

Cohesion and Coherence: Effective use of the Past Simple ensures that your narrative is 

cohesive and coherent. It helps you organize your speech logically, linking ideas smoothly 

from one to the next. 

Example Scenario: If discussing how a particular experience influenced you, you could 

structure your response with clear cause and effect: 
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• "When I was younger, I attended a science camp. It was there that I developed a 

passion for astronomy. This experience shaped my decision to study astrophysics in 

university." 

Explanation: The narrative uses the Past Simple to link personal development over time 

("was," "attended," "developed," "shaped"). This chronological telling aids coherence, 

showing a logical progression from initial interest to a career choice. The verbs guide the 

listener through a journey, each step building on the previous one. 

 

4. Past Continuous 

In Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking exam, candidates are often tasked with delivering a short 

speech on a given topic, which can include describing a personal experience or narrating an 

event. Here, the ability to set the scene effectively, particularly using the Past Continuous 

tense, is crucial for crafting a vivid and engaging narrative. This tense helps illustrate 

ongoing actions that were happening at a specific time in the past, often providing essential 

background to a story's main events. 

Understanding the Past Continuous 

The Past Continuous tense is particularly useful for depicting actions in progress at a specific 

moment in the past. This tense not only establishes a backdrop for an ongoing scene but 

also effectively introduces interruptions or changes that occur during these actions. Here’s a 

more detailed look at its structure and how it functions within a narrative context, especially 

relevant to tasks such as those in the IELTS Speaking exam. 

The structure of the Past Continuous is straightforward yet vital for constructing vivid, 

dynamic sentences: 

• Subject: This is the person, place, or thing performing the action. 

• Verb 'to be' in the past form (was/were): This component depends on the subject. 

Use 'was' with singular subjects (I, he, she, it) and 'were' with plural subjects (you, we, 

they). 

• Main verb + -ing: This is the present participle form of the verb that describes the 

ongoing action. 
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Example: "I was watching a movie when the phone rang." 

• Subject: "I" 

• Verb 'to be' in the past form: "was" 

• Main verb + -ing: "watching" (the -ing form of the verb "watch") 

• Contextual Clause: "when the phone rang" (a simple past tense clause that indicates 

the interruption) 

Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking exam, often called the "Long Turn/Cue Card Session," asks 

you to speak for about two minutes on a specific topic, usually involving a personal 

experience. Here’s how the Past Continuous can be effectively employed: 

Creating Dynamic Narratives:  

The Past Continuous is ideal for describing activities that were ongoing at a specific time in 

the past. This tense helps create a dynamic scene that preludes a pivotal moment, making 

your narrative more engaging. 

• Question: Describe a time when you received surprising news. 

• Response: "I was enjoying a quiet evening at home, reading a book, when my phone 

suddenly rang with unexpected news from a friend." 

Here, "was enjoying" and "reading" set a relaxed scene, which contrasts sharply with the 

sudden interruption, making the story more dramatic and engaging. This not only catches 

the examiner’s interest but also clearly shows your ability to use complex tense structures 

effectively. 

Linking Past Continuous with Past Simple 

Using the Past Continuous along with the Past Simple allows you to juxtapose an ongoing 

past action with a sudden event, demonstrating control over tense transitions and 

enhancing the logical flow of your narrative. 

• Continuation of the Response: "...I was halfway through my favorite chapter when 

the phone rang. I answered it and received the news that I had been accepted into 

my dream university." 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 37 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

The use of "was halfway through" (Past Continuous) continues the depiction of an ongoing 

action, which is effectively interrupted by the Past Simple "rang" and "received." 

Enhancing Descriptive Detail 

The Past Continuous can enrich your description by adding layers of activity that provide a 

backdrop to the main events, thus offering a fuller picture of the circumstances surrounding 

your story. 

• Visual and Sensory Detail: "I was sitting in the garden, listening to the birds 

chirping on a sunny afternoon, when a sudden cloudburst disrupted the calm." 

This sentence not only sets a vivid scene using "was sitting" and "listening" but also 

incorporates sensory details ("birds chirping", "sunny afternoon"), enhancing the descriptive 

quality of your narrative. 

Building Emotional Context 

Describe your emotional state during ongoing actions to add depth and personal resonance 

to your stories, which can help form a connection with the examiner. 

• Emotional Narrative: "I was feeling increasingly nervous as I waited for my turn to 

speak in the competition, my hands trembling slightly as I went over my notes one 

last time." 

The phrase "was feeling increasingly nervous" and "my hands trembling" not only describe 

physical actions but also convey the speaker’s emotional tension, adding a personal and 

relatable dimension to the narrative. 

 

Future Forms (will, going to) 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, demonstrating your command over different forms of 

expressing future intentions—specifically using "will" and "going to"—is crucial. These forms 

allow you to accurately convey your intentions, plans, or predictions, and their correct usage 

reflects a deeper understanding of English grammar. Here’s an in-depth explanation of how 

these can be effectively used in the IELTS Speaking context: 

'Will' for Spontaneous Decisions and Predictions: 
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• Spontaneous Decisions: Use 'will' when deciding to do something at the moment of 

speaking. It reflects a decision made on the spot. 

o Example: During Part 1, if asked about your plans after the exam and you haven’t 

made specific plans yet, you might say, "I think I will go for a walk to relax." 

• Predictions Without Current Evidence: Use 'will' for making predictions based on 

your feelings or beliefs rather than concrete evidence. 

o Example: In Part 3, discussing future technological advancements, "I think cities 

will become more sustainable in the next decade." 

'Going to' for Planned Actions and Evidence-based Predictions: 

• Planned Actions: Use 'going to' when you have already decided and planned to do 

something. It shows preparation and intention. 

o Example: In Part 1, discussing weekend plans, "I am going to meet some friends 

for lunch on Saturday." 

• Predictions Based on Evidence: Use 'going to' for making predictions when there is 

physical evidence or clear signs pointing to it happening. 

o Example: In Part 3, if discussing environmental changes and you see indicators of 

weather change, "Look at the sky; it’s going to rain soon." 

Let's explore in detail how mastery of 'will' and 'going to' can enhance your performance in 

the IELTS Speaking exam, focusing on the aspects of grammatical range, coherence, and the 

depth of your responses: 

Demonstrating Grammatical Range 

Mastery of these two forms of the future tense ('will' for spontaneous decisions and 

predictions, and 'going to' for planned actions and evidence-based predictions) 

demonstrates your ability to accurately use English tenses. This distinction is vital as it shows 

your understanding of subtle nuances in English grammar. 

• Suppose you're asked in Part 1 about your plans for the next weekend. A response 

like, "I am going to visit my grandmother in the countryside because we planned this 
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visit last month," clearly uses 'going to' to indicate a planned action, reflecting prior 

planning and decision-making. 

• In contrast, if in Part 3 you're asked about potential future changes in your field of 

work, you might say, "I think more people will work remotely, given the trends," 

where 'will' indicates a spontaneous prediction not based on direct evidence but 

rather on personal insight or general trends. 

This ability to switch accurately between 'will' and 'going to' based on the context of the 

question not only shows your flexibility in using English but also assures the examiner of 

your comprehensive understanding of future tense usage. 

Enhancing Coherence 

Coherence in your narrative is crucial for the IELTS Speaking test. Coherence refers to the 

logical flow of ideas, making your speech easy to follow and understand. The appropriate 

use of 'will' and 'going to' contributes significantly to this logical flow by clearly marking 

decisions and predictions versus plans and reasoned forecasts. 

• Discussing a trip you plan to make, you might say, "I am going to travel to Japan 

next spring because I've already booked my tickets and accommodations." This use 

of 'going to' helps the listener understand that this is a well-thought-out plan, 

enhancing the logical flow of your planning process. 

• Conversely, if speculating about a future event, like the likelihood of rain tomorrow 

because you see dark clouds today, saying, "It's going to rain tomorrow," links your 

prediction clearly to the evidence (dark clouds), making your prediction more 

coherent and reasonable. 

Using these tenses correctly helps maintain a structured and logical progression in your 

responses. It guides the examiner through your thought process, making your answers more 

persuasive and logically consistent. 

Adding Detail and Depth 

Depth in your responses involves providing not just answers but explanations, justifications, 

and expansions on those answers. Using 'going to' and 'will' effectively allows you to 

elaborate on your future plans or predictions with more detail, thus enriching your narrative. 
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• If describing an upcoming job change, you might elaborate, "I am going to start 

working at a new company next month because they offer better career growth 

opportunities and align more closely with my professional skills." This not only shows 

a planned action but also allows you to detail why this change is significant to you. 

• Alternatively, when making a less certain prediction, such as your future living 

situation, you might say, "I will probably move to a bigger city eventually." Here, 'will' 

helps convey a less definite, more speculative tone, which is appropriate for 

discussing uncertain future scenarios. 

Elaborating your answers with reasons, outcomes, or predictions shows the examiner that 

you can think critically and express complex ideas fluently. This ability to expand on your 

responses naturally and relevantly makes your speech more engaging and informative. 

Overall, mastering the use of 'will' and 'going to' not only showcases your grammatical 

prowess but also significantly enhances the clarity, coherence, and depth of your responses 

in the IELTS Speaking exam. This nuanced grasp of English tenses will likely impress the 

examiners and can contribute to achieving a higher band score. 

 

Present Perfect & Present Perfect Continuous 

The use of the Present Perfect tense in the IELTS Speaking exam is crucial for expressing 

actions or experiences that started in the past and continue into the present, or for events 

that occurred at an unspecified time but still have relevance to the current moment. This 

tense is particularly useful across all three parts of the IELTS Speaking test, as it helps to 

provide depth and context to your experiences and achievements. 

Understanding the Present Perfect 

Structure: The Present Perfect is formed using the auxiliary verb "have" (or "has" for third 

person singular) plus the past participle of the main verb. 

• Form: Have/Has + Past Participle (e.g., gone, seen, been, done) 

The Present Perfect tense is a useful tool in English for talking about past activities that are 

connected to the present. It's particularly good for two main types of situations: 

1. Ongoing Actions Started in the Past 
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This usage of the Present Perfect Continuous is for when you started doing something in 

the past and you're still doing it now. It's helpful for showing how long you've been at 

something or how long something has been happening. 

• Example: "I have been studying English since I was ten years old." 

o Explanation: This sentence means that you started studying English when you 

were ten, and you are still studying it now. The focus is on the duration—the total 

time you've spent studying English. The action started in the past, continues in 

the present, and may even continue into the future. 

2. Completed Actions with Ongoing Relevance 

This usage of the Present Perfect is for actions that you finished at some point in the past, 

but they're still important or relevant to what's happening now. The exact time when these 

actions happened isn't important—it's more about the effect they have on the present. 

• Example: "I have visited the Grand Canyon." 

o Explanation: In this case, you're not saying exactly when you visited the Grand 

Canyon. That detail isn't crucial. What's important is that you have the experience 

of visiting it, which might be relevant to your current conversation, perhaps in 

discussing travel experiences or natural wonders. 

Here's a simpler way to think about these two uses of the Present Perfect: 

1. For Things You're Still Doing: Use the Present Perfect to talk about something you 

started in the past but haven't stopped. It helps show how long you've been doing it.  

o Simplified Example: "I have lived in this town for 20 years." (You moved here 20 

years ago and still live there now.) 

2. For Things That Happened Anytime in the Past but Matter Now: Use the Present 

Perfect when something you did in the past is still important but when it happened 

exactly isn't necessary to know. 

o Simplified Example: "I have read that book." (It means you read the book at 

some time in the past, and that's important now, maybe because you're 

discussing it or recommending it to someone.) 
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Understanding the Use of Present Perfect & Present Perfect Continuous in IELTS 

Speaking Exam 

Part 1: 

In Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking exam, you are often asked to talk about personal topics such 

as hobbies, work experience, or educational background. The Present Perfect Continuous 

tense is particularly useful here because it helps to express actions or experiences that 

began in the past and continue to the present, emphasizing ongoing involvement and 

commitment. 

In other words, the Present Perfect Continuous helps illustrate that your engagement with a 

hobby, job, or educational pursuit didn't just happen once or temporarily; it has been an 

ongoing part of your life. This continuity can demonstrate dedication, depth of interest, and 

a developing skill set over time. 

Hobbies: 

• Context: When discussing hobbies, you might be asked, "What do you like to do in 

your free time?" or "Do you have any hobbies?" 

• Use of Present Perfect: "I have been playing the guitar since I was a teenager." 

• Explanation: This response shows not just a fleeting interest but a sustained 

engagement that spans several years. It indicates that playing the guitar is a 

significant and enduring part of your life, which suggests passion and dedication. 

Work Experience: 

• Context: Questions about work might include, "Can you tell me about your work 

experience?" or "What kind of jobs have you done?" 

• Use of Present Perfect: "I have worked as a graphic designer for five years." 

• Explanation: Here, the Present Perfect indicates that you started working as a 

graphic designer in the past and are still in this role or in this field. It shows a solid 

amount of experience, suggesting proficiency and possibly advancing expertise in 

your career. 

Educational Background: 
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• Context: For education, questions might be, "What did you study in university?" or 

"Have you completed any training courses recently?" 

• Use of Present Perfect: "I have studied English at university for the past three years." 

• Explanation: This response, using the Present Perfect, highlights ongoing 

educational endeavours and shows that your learning experience is cumulative and 

current. It suggests that the knowledge you have gained is up-to-date and relevant. 

Part 2: 

Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking exam, often referred to as the "Long Turn/Cue Card Session," 

involves a monologue where you are asked to speak about a particular topic in detail for up 

to two minutes. This part of the exam provides a prime opportunity to use the Present 

Perfect tense to describe experiences, trips, projects, or life events that have started at some 

point in the past and continue to impact you. Understanding how to use this tense 

effectively can significantly enhance the depth and introspection of your narrative. 

The Present Perfect is particularly useful in Part 2 for discussing experiences that have 

shaped or continue to influence your beliefs, behaviours, or life choices. This tense allows 

you to connect past actions or experiences with your current situation, emphasizing their 

lasting impact and ongoing relevance. 

Describing Trips: 

• Context: You might be asked to talk about a memorable trip. 

• Use of Present Perfect: "I have visited several national parks in the past few years." 

• Expansion for Depth: "These trips have instilled in me a deep appreciation for 

nature and conservation efforts, which now influence my daily choices and hobbies, 

such as recycling and bird watching." 

• Explanation: The Present Perfect ("have visited") not only indicates that these trips 

occurred at various times in the past but also that their effects are enduring. The 

expansion highlights how these experiences continue to impact your lifestyle and 

interests, adding depth to your narrative. 

Discussing Projects: 
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• Context: You may need to describe a significant project you undertook. 

• Use of Present Perfect: "I have led a community clean-up project since last year." 

• Expansion for Depth: "This ongoing project has heightened my awareness of 

environmental issues and has led me to pursue a degree in environmental science." 

• Explanation: Here, the Present Perfect ("have led") suggests ongoing involvement 

and commitment. The expansion discusses the lasting influence of this experience on 

your academic and career choices, illustrating the project’s profound and continuous 

impact. 

Reflecting on Life Events: 

• Context: Discuss a life event that had a significant impact on you. 

• Use of Present Perfect: "I have volunteered at the local animal shelter for several 

years." 

• Expansion for Depth: "This experience has profoundly shaped my views on animal 

welfare and inspired me to become a veterinary assistant." 

• Explanation: The use of the Present Perfect ("have volunteered") shows a sustained 

commitment, and the narrative elaborates on how this experience continues to affect 

your career path and personal beliefs. 

Part 3: 

In Part 3 of the IELTS Speaking exam, candidates engage in a discussion with the examiner 

about broader and more abstract topics. This part tests your ability to express and justify 

opinions, discuss issues, analyse, and speculate. The Present Perfect tense is particularly 

useful here as it allows you to reflect on changes over time and discuss their impacts on the 

present and potentially the future. 

The Present Perfect is used in Part 3 to demonstrate your awareness of ongoing trends and 

developments. This tense helps in linking past actions or changes to current conditions, 

showcasing your understanding of how past events influence present situations and future 

outcomes. 

Discussing Societal Changes: 
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• Context: You might be asked to discuss changes in family dynamics over recent 

decades. 

• Use of Present Perfect: "Societies have seen a significant shift in family structures 

over the last century." 

• Expansion for Depth: "This shift has led to an increase in single-parent households 

and dual-income families, impacting child care and work-life balance discussions 

today." 

• Explanation: The Present Perfect ("have seen") indicates that these changes started 

in the past and continue to affect the present. The expansion shows the current 

relevance of these changes, allowing for a discussion that connects historical trends 

with modern issues. 

Technological Advancements: 

• Context: The topic might be the evolution of communication technology. 

• Use of Present Perfect: "We have witnessed remarkable advancements in 

communication technology since the 1990s." 

• Expansion for Depth: "These advancements have revolutionized how we interact, 

leading to the rise of social media and altering both personal relationships and 

professional dynamics." 

• Explanation: Using the Present Perfect ("have witnessed") encapsulates the ongoing 

process of technological evolution. The subsequent discussion on its impacts 

illustrates the direct effects on current social and professional practices, showing a 

deep understanding of the subject. 

Environmental Concerns: 

• Context: You could be asked to discuss the progression of environmental awareness. 

• Use of Present Perfect: "The world has become increasingly aware of climate 

change challenges." 
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• Expansion for Depth: "This awareness has spurred international agreements and 

local initiatives aimed at reducing carbon footprints and promoting sustainable 

practices." 

• Explanation: The Present Perfect ("has become") is used to discuss the growing 

recognition of environmental issues, highlighting the continuous development of this 

awareness and its present-day implications. 

 

Past Perfect 

The Past Perfect tense is an essential tool in English grammar for indicating that an action 

was completed before another action in the past. This tense is crucial for narrating events in 

a sequence, particularly when you need to emphasize the order of occurrences or establish 

a timeline of past events. Understanding and using the Past Perfect can add depth and 

clarity to your storytelling, an important skill in the IELTS Speaking exam, especially in Part 2. 

Understanding the Past Perfect 

Structure: The Past Perfect tense is formed using "had" followed by the past participle of 

the main verb. 

• Form: Had + Past Participle (examples of past participles include gone, seen, been, 

done) 

Usage: 

• It is used to talk about actions or situations that were completed before another 

action in the past took place. 

• It helps clarify the order of events when discussing multiple past actions. 

In Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking test, you are often asked to describe a situation or narrate a 

story about a past experience. The Past Perfect is particularly useful in this part for setting 

up backgrounds or providing explanations for why things were a certain way when another 

action occurred. 

Examples 

• Narrative Context: 
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o Prompt: Describe a situation when you were late to an important appointment. 

o Response Using Past Perfect: "By the time I arrived, the meeting had already 

started. I had underestimated the traffic, which was much worse than I had 

expected." 

o Explanation: Here, the Past Perfect "had already started" and "had 

underestimated" indicates that both the start of the meeting and the 

underestimation of traffic conditions happened before the actual moment of 

arrival. This usage sets the scene and shows the examiner that you understand 

how to sequence your narrative effectively, enhancing the clarity and richness of 

your story. 

• Adding Depth to Stories: 

o Further Usage: Using the Past Perfect can also provide a backstory to the main 

narrative, such as explaining what led up to the event you are describing. 

o Extended Example: "I had been working late the night before and had slept 

through my alarm, which is why I was in a rush and didn’t check the traffic 

report." 

o Explanation: The use of "had been working" and "had slept through" provides 

additional details about the circumstances that led to the main event (being late). 

This not only adds depth to your explanation but also helps the examiner see the 

causal relationships between different past actions. 

Overall, in the IELTS Speaking exam, demonstrating mastery over various tenses is crucial 

not just for showcasing your language proficiency but also for ensuring the clarity and 

relevance of your responses. Effective use of tenses can significantly influence your fluency 

and coherence scores, as well as your grammatical range and accuracy. Let's delve into the 

strategic use of tenses in the IELTS Speaking exam, focusing on variety and relevance. 

Variety: Demonstrating Flexibility and Range 

Importance: Using a variety of tenses shows that you can comfortably handle complex 

language features, which is indicative of a high level of English proficiency. It reflects your 

ability to narrate past events, describe current states, and discuss future possibilities. 
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Strategies: 

• Mix Tenses in Responses: Depending on the cue or question, mix past, present, and 

future tenses to enrich your narrative. For example, in Part 2 when describing an 

event, start with the past tense to set the scene, use the present perfect to discuss its 

continuing impact, and the future tense to speculate or predict related future 

developments. 

• Use Advanced Tenses: Incorporate perfect and continuous aspects where 

appropriate. For example, use the present perfect continuous to talk about ongoing 

actions that began in the past and continue into the present, such as "I have been 

studying English for seven years." 

Example: 

• "When I started university (past simple), I have been participating (present perfect 

continuous) in various student organizations which will help me (future simple) 

develop leadership skills." 

 

Relevance: Tailoring Tense Usage to the Question 

Importance: Using the correct tense as per the context of the question ensures that your 

response directly addresses the query, which is essential for maintaining logical coherence 

and relevance. Incorrect tense usage can confuse the timeline of events and make your 

answers seem disconnected from the question, potentially leading to a lower score in 

coherence and cohesion. 

Strategies: 

• Understand the Cue: Listen carefully to the tense used in the examiner’s question 

and respond in a tense that matches or logically follows from the query. For instance, 

if the question is framed in the past tense, your response should primarily use the 

past tense unless you're making a connection to the present. 

• Contextual Tense Usage: Adapt your tense usage to the content of your answer. For 

example, if discussing a past event and its impact on your present situation, start 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 49 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

with the past tense and transition to the present perfect or present simple to discuss 

current relevance. 

• Transitional Phrases: Use transitional phrases to shift smoothly between tenses 

when expanding your answers across different time frames. Phrases like “up until 

now,” “since then,” and “going forward” can help bridge past, present, and future 

tense uses coherently. 

Example: 

• Question: "What did you enjoy doing as a child?" 

• Relevant Response: "As a child, I loved playing soccer. I used to play every weekend 

with my friends at the local park. Playing sports has continued to be an important 

part of my life, and I still play soccer on weekends to stay fit and relax." 

Strategic Use of Tense in IELTS Speaking 

Consider a scenario where you are asked about a recent achievement and its impact on your 

goals: 

• Part 1 Response (Discussing a Recent Achievement): "I have recently completed an 

advanced course in graphic design. This accomplishment has significantly enhanced 

my skills and confidence." 

• Part 2 Response (Describing the Event in Detail): "To complete this course, I had to 

undertake several challenging projects that required innovative design solutions. By 

the end of the course, I had developed not only new technical skills but also an 

improved creative approach." 

• Part 3 Response (Discussing Future Implications): "Moving forward, I plan to use 

these skills in my career as a designer. The industry is evolving rapidly, and having a 

cutting-edge skill set will undoubtedly open new doors for professional 

opportunities." 

Mastering tense usage for variety, accuracy, and relevance in the IELTS Speaking exam 

allows you to demonstrate your language proficiency effectively. It reflects your ability to 

articulate ideas fluently and logically, engaging with the examiner's questions in a 

contextually appropriate manner. This competence is crucial for achieving a high band 
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score, as it directly impacts the assessment criteria of fluency, coherence, grammatical 

range, and accuracy. 

 

Modal Verbs 

Modal verbs are crucial tools in English that add depth to your language by expressing 

various nuances such as ability, possibility, obligation, and advice. These verbs can greatly 

enhance your responses in the IELTS Speaking exam by showing your ability to handle 

complex grammatical structures and communicate ideas flexibly and accurately. Let’s 

explore each of these modal verbs in detail, especially how they can be effectively used in 

different parts of the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Can/Could: Expressing Ability and Possibility 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, demonstrating proficiency with modal verbs such as "can" and 

"could" is vital as these verbs help you effectively express abilities and possibilities. Their 

strategic use can significantly enhance the range and depth of your responses, allowing you 

to show flexibility in your language skills. Here's a detailed breakdown of how "can" and 

"could" can be used across the three parts of the IELTS Speaking test: 

Part 1: Discussing Personal Abilities 

"Can" is a powerful modal verb to express personal ability and possibility, and it's 

particularly useful in Part 1 where the questions are focused on your personal life. Here’s 

how you can use it across different domains: 

Discussing Hobbies 

• Question: "Do you have any hobbies?" 

• Response Using 'Can': "Yes, I can play the guitar and I can also draw. I’ve been 

playing guitar for about five years now, and I can play a variety of music genres. As 

for drawing, I can create both realistic portraits and abstract art, which I find really 

relaxing." 

• Explanation: This response uses "can" to not only indicate ability but also versatility 

and a range of skills within those hobbies. It shows depth in your interests and 
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provides potential for the examiner to ask follow-up questions about your artistic 

influences or favourite songs to play. 

Talking About Language Skills 

• Question: "Which languages can you speak?" 

• Response Using 'Can': "I can speak English and Spanish fluently, and I can manage 

basic conversations in French. I’ve been learning Spanish since high school and have 

used it extensively during my travels in South America." 

• Explanation: Here, "can" is used to denote varying levels of language proficiency, 

illustrating not just the ability but the context in which you have developed and used 

these skills. This response could lead to further discussion on cultural experiences or 

challenges faced while learning these languages. 

Discussing Culinary Skills 

• Question: "Can you cook? What type of dishes can you make?" 

• Response Using 'Can': "Yes, I can cook quite well. I can make a variety of dishes, 

including traditional Italian pasta, Indian curries, and even some Japanese sushi. I 

particularly enjoy experimenting with new recipes and flavours." 

• Explanation: This use of "can" not only highlights culinary skills but also emphasizes 

a cultural appreciation and adventurous spirit in cooking. It suggests a capability to 

handle complex recipes and an openness to global cuisines. 

Detailing Technological Proficiency 

• Question: "Are you good with computers?" 

• Response Using 'Can': "Yes, I can handle a range of software applications from 

Microsoft Office to graphic design tools like Adobe Photoshop. I can also 

troubleshoot basic computer issues, which often comes in handy." 

• Explanation: Here, "can" shows practical skills that are highly relevant in today’s 

digital world. This can impress the examiner by illustrating not just theoretical 

knowledge but also practical problem-solving abilities. 

Part 2: Describing Hypothetical Scenarios 
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The modal verb "could" is especially valuable in Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking exam, where 

you're tasked with delivering a structured monologue. This verb helps in expressing 

possibilities, suggesting hypothetical scenarios, and reflecting on alternative outcomes that 

didn't actually happen but could have under different circumstances. Here’s a deeper look at 

how "could" can enhance your responses, complete with comprehensive examples to 

illustrate its strategic use. 

Using 'Could' in Part 2: Detailed Examples 

Reflecting on Past Experiences 

• Cue Card Prompt: "Describe an important decision you had to make in your life." 

• Response Using 'Could': "A few years ago, I faced a major career decision: whether 

to continue my job in the corporate sector or pursue my passion for teaching. I could 

have stayed at my job, which offered more financial security and clear career 

progression. However, I chose to follow my passion. Looking back, I could have 

advanced rapidly in the corporate world, but teaching has brought a sense of 

fulfillment that money can't buy." 

• Explanation: Here, "could have stayed" and "could have advanced" introduce 

hypothetical scenarios about continuing in the corporate sector. This usage shows 

reflective thinking by evaluating the potential career path not taken, which enriches 

the narrative by showing your ability to weigh different options and their possible 

outcomes. 

Describing Missed Opportunities 

• Cue Card Prompt: "Talk about a time when you missed an opportunity." 

• Response Using 'Could': "Last year, I had the opportunity to participate in an 

international conference in Spain, which I missed due to a prior commitment. I could 

have met many leading experts in my field and expanded my professional network. 

This could have opened doors to new collaborations and learning opportunities. The 

experience taught me the importance of prioritizing and sometimes making tough 

choices in life." 

• Explanation: "Could have met" and "could have opened doors" suggest what might 

have happened if you had attended the conference. This shows your understanding 
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of the implications of your choices and highlights your capacity for introspection and 

learning from experiences. 

Part 3: Discussing Broader Possibilities 

In Part 3 of the IELTS Speaking exam, the use of "could" becomes particularly valuable as it 

allows for speculative and hypothetical discourse, which is essential when discussing 

potential solutions, future possibilities, or improvements to societal issues. This part of the 

exam challenges you to engage critically with topics, offering you the opportunity to 

demonstrate your depth of understanding and ability to engage with complex ideas. 

Using 'Could' in Part 3: Broader Implications and Solutions 

Context and Strategy: "Could" is used in Part 3 to explore theoretical possibilities and 

propose solutions. This modal verb is crucial for framing responses that are speculative 

rather than assertive, indicating a recognition that multiple solutions or outcomes are 

possible. 

Examples and Applications 

• Environmental Sustainability 

o Question: "What could be done to reduce urban pollution?" 

o Response Using 'Could': "Cities could implement more stringent emission 

controls on vehicles and promote the use of public transport. Additionally, 

governments could incentivize the installation of green technology in buildings, 

such as solar panels and energy-efficient windows." 

o Explanation: This response uses "could" to suggest possible government and 

individual actions to address urban pollution. Each suggestion is framed as a 

potential solution, emphasizing flexibility and adaptability in approach. 

• Education Reform 

o Question: "How could the education system be improved to prepare students 

better for the future?" 

o Response Using 'Could': "Educational institutions could integrate more 

technology into their curriculums, which would help students become more 
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proficient with digital tools. Schools could also offer more practical life skills 

classes, which would prepare students for real-world challenges." 

o Explanation: Here, "could" helps discuss potential improvements in educational 

strategies. It suggests enhancements that are currently optional but might be 

beneficial if adopted, showing forward-thinking and innovation in educational 

planning. 

• Public Health 

o Question: "What could governments do to improve public health?" 

o Response Using 'Could': "Governments could increase funding for public health 

campaigns that educate people about nutrition and exercise. They could also 

create more public recreational spaces that encourage physical activity." 

o Explanation: Using "could" in these suggestions indicates that these actions are 

possible and potentially effective, but not yet implemented. This reflects a 

strategic way of thinking about policy-making and public health management. 

• Economic Development 

o Question: "What could be done to boost economic growth in rural areas?" 

o Response Using 'Could': "Economic development in rural areas could be 

stimulated by investing in infrastructure improvements, such as better roads and 

internet connectivity. Additionally, governments could offer tax incentives to 

businesses that choose to set up operations in these areas." 

o Explanation: This response explores potential strategies for economic 

development, using "could" to suggest actions that might encourage investment 

and improve living conditions in rural areas. 

 

Must/Should: Expressing Obligation and Advice 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, modal verbs "must" and "should" are vital tools for expressing 

degrees of obligation and advice. These modals help to communicate your viewpoint clearly 

and persuasively, reflecting your ability to make recommendations and express the necessity 
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of certain actions. Here's a deeper exploration of how to use "must" and "should" across the 

different parts of the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Using 'Must' and 'Should'  

Part 1: Expressing Personal Obligations 

• Usage of 'Must': 

o Context: Questions in Part 1 may relate to your daily activities or personal habits. 

o Example: "I must study for at least two hours every day to keep up with my 

university courses." 

o Explanation: Using "must" here implies a strong personal obligation, suggesting 

that this action is non-negotiable for you to meet your academic goals. It 

communicates a sense of priority and necessity, showcasing your discipline and 

commitment. 

• Strategic Usage: 

o Tip: Use "must" to express critical personal rules or routines, which helps convey 

your seriousness and structured lifestyle. 

Part 2: Providing Hypothetical Advice 

• Usage of 'Should': 

o Context: Part 2 often involves describing experiences or narrating personal 

stories. 

o Example: "Looking back, I should have accepted that job offer in Berlin. It would 

have given me invaluable international experience." 

o Explanation: Here, "should have" is used to reflect on past decisions, implying 

regret or reconsideration. It suggests that a different choice might have been 

better, providing insight into your decision-making process and self-awareness. 

• Strategic Usage: 
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o Tip: Utilize "should have" to discuss lessons learned from past experiences, which 

can humanize your responses and illustrate personal growth. 

Part 3: Discussing Recommendations for Societal Issues 

• Usage of 'Should' in Strong Recommendations: 

o Context: Part 3 requires you to engage in abstract discussions about societal 

issues, future predictions, or hypothetical scenarios. 

o Example: "Governments should implement stricter environmental regulations to 

combat climate change." 

o Explanation: "Should" here offers a recommendation, suggesting that while 

other actions are possible, this one is advisable. It shows your ability to think 

critically about societal responsibilities and effective solutions. 

• Further Example and Explanation: 

o Context: Discussing educational reforms. 

o Extended Example: "Schools should integrate more technology into classrooms 

to better prepare students for the future workforce. For instance, learning 

platforms that enhance interactive learning should become a standard 

educational tool." 

o Explanation: This use of "should" indicates a supportive stance towards 

progressive educational methods. It not only makes a recommendation but also 

specifies actions that could improve educational outcomes, demonstrating a 

proactive approach to problem-solving. 

Might/May: Expressing Possibility and Polite Permission 

The modal verbs "might" and "may" are instrumental in the IELTS Speaking exam for 

expressing possibilities, making polite suggestions, and requesting permission in a formal 

context. These verbs help to convey a level of uncertainty or courtesy, which can be 

particularly useful for demonstrating your proficiency in nuanced communication. Let's 

delve into detailed examples and strategic uses of these modals across the three parts of 

the IELTS Speaking exam. 
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Part 1: Polite Suggestions and Low Probability 

In Part 1 of the exam, where you discuss familiar topics such as hobbies, daily routines, or 

personal preferences, "might" is often used to suggest possible activities or preferences 

softly. 

• Example and Application: 

o Question: "Do you enjoy reading?" 

o Response Using 'Might': "I might spend a few hours each week reading science 

fiction. It’s not always my first choice, but I find it intriguing at times." 

o Explanation: Here, "might" indicates that while the activity is a possibility, it's not 

an absolute certainty. This shows flexibility in your interests and opens up the 

discussion for more nuanced questions about your reading habits. 

• Strategic Usage: 

o Flexibility and Softening: Using "might" can soften your responses, making 

them seem less definitive and more thoughtful. This is often seen as a polite way 

to express oneself, especially in cultures where directness might be less 

appreciated. 

Part 2: Discussing Possibilities in Narratives 

In Part 2, you typically narrate a personal experience or describe an event in detail. Using 

"may" can help to discuss nuances and uncertainties about past events. 

• Example and Application: 

o Cue Card: "Describe a challenge you faced and how you dealt with it." 

o Response Using 'May': "When I was organizing a community event last year, it 

may have been more successful if we had anticipated the weather changes. 

Unfortunately, we didn’t and it affected attendance." 

o Explanation: "May have been more successful" suggests that while there's no 

way to confirm what might have happened, you're reflecting on how different 

actions might have led to a different outcome. This kind of speculation shows 

deeper cognitive processing and the ability to evaluate past actions critically. 
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• Strategic Usage: 

o Reflective Thinking: The use of "may" in reflective contexts helps in illustrating 

your ability to analyze and learn from past experiences, an essential skill for 

personal development and professional growth. 

Part 3: Permission and Hypothetical Scenarios 

Part 3 involves discussing abstract ideas and more complex societal issues. Here, "may" is 

particularly useful for formally introducing suggestions or hypothetical solutions. 

• Example and Application: 

o Question: "What can be done to improve public transportation in cities?" 

o Response Using 'May': "May I suggest that investing in greener, more efficient 

public transit options may attract more users? For instance, cities may introduce 

electric buses and better scheduling systems to enhance service reliability." 

o Explanation: Using "may" to introduce suggestions adds a formal and respectful 

tone to your proposals. It indicates that while these are potential solutions, they 

are presented with consideration for different viewpoints and uncertainties about 

their implementation. 

• Strategic Usage: 

o Formality and Respect: In discussions that require a formal tone, "may" is 

excellent for suggesting actions respectfully, indicating that you are considering 

other opinions and the complexity of the issue. 

In sum, "might" and "may" are versatile modals that enhance your language use in the IELTS 

Speaking exam by allowing you to express possibilities and politeness effectively. They 

demonstrate advanced language skills by showing your ability to speculate, suggest politely, 

and reflect on various outcomes, all of which are crucial for achieving a high band score. 

 

Conditional Sentences 
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Conditional sentences are a fundamental aspect of English grammar that can significantly 

enhance your IELTS Speaking performance. They allow you to express hypothetical 

scenarios, speculate on possible outcomes, and discuss unreal situations. Mastering 

conditionals shows a high degree of linguistic competence and helps you articulate 

thoughts that involve reasoning, imagination, and reflection. 

First Conditional: Real Future Possibility 

The first conditional is a versatile grammatical structure in English, particularly useful in the 

IELTS Speaking exam for articulating predictions and plans based on specific future 

conditions. This conditional form is not only about predicting what will happen but also a 

strategic way to demonstrate foresight and decision-making abilities under certain 

circumstances. Let's explore this further with more detailed examples and applications 

across various parts of the IELTS Speaking exam. 

Structure and Function 

o Structure: If + present simple, will + base verb 

Function: To discuss likely future events that are dependent on a specific 

condition happening. 

Examples 

• Part 1 - Social Plans 

o Question: "What will you do if your friends visit you next week?" 

o Response: "If my friends visit next week, we will probably go sightseeing around 

the city. I’d like to show them the new art gallery and perhaps some local 

eateries." 

Explanation: This response uses the first conditional to outline plans that depend on the 

condition of friends visiting. It not only provides a clear answer but also adds detail about 

what specifically will be done, showcasing the speaker's ability to engage in social planning. 

• Part 2 - Describing a Future Event 

o Cue Card: "Describe an event you are looking forward to attending." 
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o Response: "I am looking forward to attending a concert next month. If the 

weather is good, we will have a picnic outside the venue before the concert 

starts." 

o Explanation: Here, the use of the first conditional ("If the weather is good, we 

will...") helps to describe how the enjoyment of the event is contingent upon 

good weather. This adds a realistic perspective to the anticipation and planning 

involved in attending the event. 

• Part 3 - Discussing Hypothetical Government Policies 

o Question: "What should the government do if the economic recession worsens?" 

o Response: "If the economic recession worsens, the government should 

implement more robust financial support measures for small businesses. They 

might consider reducing taxes or providing low-interest loans to help these 

businesses survive." 

o Explanation: In this example, the first conditional is used to suggest specific 

government actions in response to a worsening economic situation. It 

demonstrates the speaker’s ability to think critically about cause and effect and to 

discuss potential policy responses logically. 

 

Second Conditional: Unreal Present or Unlikely Future 

The second conditional is a powerful linguistic tool in English, particularly useful in IELTS 

Speaking for discussing hypothetical situations that are unlikely in the present or the future. 

This conditional form allows you to explore imaginative scenarios and discuss potential 

reactions to unlikely events. It's especially pertinent for Part 3 of the IELTS exam, where 

you're encouraged to demonstrate analytical and speculative abilities on abstract topics. 

Structure and Function 

• Structure: If + past simple, would + base verb 

Function: To explore hypothetical or unreal scenarios in the present or future. 

Examples 
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• Part 1 - Imagining Different Personal Choices 

o Question: "What would you do if you could change your profession right now?" 

o Response: "If I could change my profession right now, I would choose to be an 

environmental scientist. Given the chance, I would dedicate my career to 

addressing climate change, which I believe is one of the most pressing issues we 

face today." 

o Explanation: This response uses the second conditional to discuss a personal 

hypothetical choice. It reflects on personal interests and societal concerns, 

showing deep personal values and awareness. 

• Part 2 - Describing an Unreal Scenario 

o Cue Card: "Describe what you would do if you were given a year off with pay." 

o Response: "If I were given a year off with pay, I would travel around the world. I 

would focus on visiting countries that are known for their natural beauty and 

cultural richness, such as New Zealand and Italy. My aim would be to learn from 

different cultures and bring back knowledge and experiences that could enrich 

my personal and professional life." 

o Explanation: The response creatively uses the second conditional to outline an 

unlikely but desirable scenario. It shows not just wanderlust but a commitment to 

personal growth and cross-cultural understanding. 

• Part 3 - Discussing Broader Societal Changes 

o Question: "What would happen if cars were banned in city centres?" 

o Response: "If cars were banned in city centres, we would likely see a significant 

improvement in air quality. Moreover, this could lead to a greater emphasis on 

public transport and cycling, potentially transforming urban lifestyles towards 

more sustainable practices." 

o Explanation: Here, the second conditional is used to speculate on potential 

outcomes of a hypothetical policy. This type of response is excellent for Part 3, as 

it shows the ability to analyse and predict complex societal impacts. 
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Third Conditional: Hypothetical Past 

The third conditional is an invaluable grammatical structure for discussing unrealized past 

scenarios and their potential outcomes. In the IELTS Speaking exam, particularly in Parts 2 

and 3, it facilitates deep reflection and critical analysis of past actions. This conditional form 

allows you to explore what could have happened under different circumstances, thereby 

showcasing your ability to evaluate and learn from past experiences. 

Structure and Function 

• Structure: If + past perfect, would have + past participle 

Function: To discuss past scenarios that did not happen and speculate about 

possible outcomes of those scenarios. 

Examples 

• Part 2 - Reflecting on Missed Personal Opportunities 

o Cue Card: "Describe a decision you regret not making." 

o Response: "If I had taken the job offer in Tokyo last year, I would have gained 

invaluable international work experience and improved my Japanese language 

skills substantially." 

o Explanation: This response reflects on a decision not to move abroad for work. 

Using the third conditional ("If I had taken...I would have gained..."), the candidate 

speculates about the professional and personal growth opportunities missed. 

This introspective answer demonstrates an understanding of the impact of 

decisions on life paths. 

• Part 3 - Analysing Historical Events 

o Question: "How would the world be different if the internet had not been 

invented?" 

o Response: "If the internet had not been invented, we would have continued 

relying on traditional media for information. Possibly, this would have resulted in 

slower globalization and perhaps a less interconnected world." 
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o Explanation: This speculative response uses the third conditional to consider the 

profound impact of the internet on global communication and societal 

development. It shows the candidate's ability to analyse and discuss complex 

global issues critically. 

• Part 2 - Considering Alternative Professional Paths 

o Cue Card: "Talk about a career path you once considered but did not pursue." 

o Response: "If I had pursued a career in medicine as I initially planned, I would 

have become a doctor. However, I might have missed the passion I now have for 

teaching children, which has been incredibly fulfilling." 

o Explanation: Here, the candidate uses the third conditional to discuss an 

alternate career path. Reflecting on the implications of this choice ("If I had 

pursued...I would have become..."), the candidate evaluates the trade-offs 

between different life decisions, providing insight into their values and priorities. 

Using conditional sentences effectively in the IELTS Speaking exam allows you to showcase 

your proficiency in English grammar and your capability to engage with complex ideas, 

speculate about different realities, and discuss the consequences of hypothetical actions. 

This ability is crucial not only for achieving a high score but also for demonstrating 

sophisticated communicative skills. 

 

Complex Sentences 

Complex sentence structures are essential for showcasing advanced language skills in the 

IELTS Speaking exam. These structures not only help in making your speech more fluent and 

natural but also demonstrate your ability to organize and connect ideas effectively. Here’s 

an in-depth look at various types of complex sentences, including how and when to use 

them effectively in the IELTS Speaking context. 

Compound-Complex Sentences 

Compound-complex sentences are an excellent way to showcase advanced language skills 

in the IELTS Speaking exam, particularly useful for adding depth and complexity to your 

responses. These sentences blend the narrative flow of multiple actions or events with the 
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nuance provided by subordinate clauses, making them ideal for describing sequences, 

reasons, and outcomes in a detailed manner. 

Structure and Usage 

• Structure: Compound-complex sentences contain at least two independent clauses 

and one or more dependent clauses. 

Detailed Examples and Applications 

• Part 2: Describing a Personal Experience 

o Example Scenario: Describe a time when you helped organize a major event. 

o Response: "Although we faced numerous challenges initially, we managed to pull 

off the event successfully, and it received positive feedback from everyone 

involved." 

o Explanation: The response begins with a dependent clause "Although we faced 

numerous challenges initially," which sets the context of adversity. It then 

transitions into two independent clauses: "we managed to pull off the event 

successfully" and "it received positive feedback from everyone involved." This 

structure effectively communicates the overcoming of initial difficulties and the 

final success, providing a complete narrative arc that demonstrates problem-

solving and teamwork skills. 

• Part 3: Discussing Hypothetical Scenarios 

o Example Question: What would happen if public transportation were made free 

in large cities? 

o Response: "If public transportation were made free, more people might use it, 

reducing traffic congestion, and this could potentially lead to a decrease in 

environmental pollution." 

o Explanation: This response uses a conditional dependent clause "If public 

transportation were made free" followed by two independent clauses "more 

people might use it, reducing traffic congestion" and "this could potentially lead 

to a decrease in environmental pollution." The sentence intricately connects the 

potential cause (free public transport) with possible effects (increased usage and 
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reduced pollution), demonstrating an ability to think critically about complex civic 

issues. 

• Part 1: Discussing Daily Activities 

o Example Question: How do you usually spend your evenings? 

o Response: "After I get home from work, I usually cook dinner for my family, and 

we often watch a movie together if we have time." 

o Explanation: The sentence starts with an independent clause "After I get home 

from work, I usually cook dinner for my family," describing a regular evening 

activity. It then adds another independent clause connected by a coordinating 

conjunction "and," followed by a dependent clause "if we have time." This 

structure helps elaborate on typical family bonding activities, showing the ability 

to sequence events and conditions effectively. 

 

Relative Clauses 

Relative clauses are a fundamental aspect of English grammar that enhance your ability to 

provide detailed and specific information in a compact form. In the IELTS Speaking exam, 

the strategic use of relative clauses—both defining and non-defining—can significantly 

enrich your responses by adding depth and clarity without breaking the flow of your speech. 

Understanding when and how to use these clauses correctly can dramatically improve the 

coherence and sophistication of your answers. 

What are Relative Clauses? 

Relative clauses are clauses that provide additional information about a noun or pronoun in 

a sentence. They are introduced by relative pronouns like "who," "whom," "whose," "which," 

and "that," or by relative adverbs like "where," "when," and "why." 

Defining Relative Clauses 

o Purpose: To provide crucial information necessary to understand which specific 

person, place, or thing is being referred to. 

o Structure: [Noun] + [who/that/which] + [verb phrase], without commas. 
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Example and Application: 

• Question: "Can you describe your university?" 

o Response: "I attended a university that is known for its robust engineering 

program." 

o Explanation: The defining relative clause "that is known for its robust 

engineering program" specifies which university the speaker attended, focusing 

on a particular characteristic that defines it. This type of clause is crucial for 

providing clear, specific information about the noun it modifies, allowing the 

examiner to understand exactly what is being described. 

Non-defining Relative Clauses 

• Purpose: To add supplementary information about a noun, which could be omitted 

without altering the basic meaning of the sentence. 

• Structure: [Noun] + [, who/which] + [, verb phrase], surrounded by commas. 

Example and Application: 

• Example-1: "Describe a memorable trip you had." 

o Response: "Last year, I visited Bali, which is one of the most beautiful islands in 

Indonesia." 

• Explanation: The non-defining relative clause ", which is one of the most beautiful 

islands in Indonesia," adds additional information about Bali, enhancing the 

description and providing context for why it was memorable. This clause, separated 

by commas, does not restrict or define "Bali" but rather expands on the speaker’s 

experience. 

Example-2: 

• Question: "What did you do last weekend?" 

o Response: "I went to visit my grandmother, who lives in a small village by the 

sea, and we spent the weekend exploring the local area." 
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o Explanation: Here, "who lives in a small village by the sea" is a non-defining 

relative clause giving extra context about the grandmother’s residence, 

enhancing the imagery and emotional appeal of the narrative. 

Application in IELTS Speaking 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, using relative clauses effectively can help you construct more 

fluent and sophisticated responses. Here's how you can incorporate them: 

• Part 1 (Introduction and Interview): 

o Use simple relative clauses to give more detail about your work, studies, or 

home. For example, "I study at a university that specializes in engineering," or 

"I live in a city that is known for its historic sites." 

• Part 2 (Long Turn): 

o When describing experiences or objects, use relative clauses to add richness 

and detail. For example, "I recently visited a museum that houses ancient 

artifacts," or "I own a book that was signed by the author." 

• Part 3 (Discussion): 

o In this part, relative clauses can help you develop more complex arguments 

and explanations. For example, "There are countries where the government 

provides free healthcare, which greatly improves the quality of life." 

 

Adverbial Clauses 

Adverbial clauses are a pivotal tool in the IELTS Speaking exam that can dramatically 

enhance the sophistication and coherence of your responses. By effectively incorporating 

adverbial clauses, you can demonstrate your ability to connect ideas logically and express a 

range of temporal, causal, and conditional relationships. This not only enriches the content 

of your speech but also showcases your grasp of complex grammatical structures, 

contributing positively to your fluency and coherence scores. Whether you're giving a 

personal anecdote in Part 1, elaborating on a topic in Part 2, or engaging in a more abstract 
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discussion in Part 3, mastering adverbial clauses can significantly elevate the quality of your 

spoken English, making your communication more dynamic and impressive to the examiner. 

1. Time Clauses 

Time clauses are incredibly useful in the IELTS Speaking exam, particularly for structuring 

narratives in a clear, chronological order. These clauses provide temporal markers that help 

organize your story, making it easier for the examiner to follow and understand the 

sequence of events. Here’s a deeper exploration of how to effectively use time clauses in the 

IELTS Speaking exam, particularly in Part 2, which often involves speaking about past 

experiences, daily routines, or future plans. 

Structure of Time Clauses 

Time clauses are typically introduced by conjunctions that indicate when something 

happens. They are structured as follows: 

• Subordinate Conjunction (when, before, after, as soon as, while, until) + Subject + 

Verb 

The main clause will then complete the idea, often in simple past, present, or future tense, 

depending on the context of the narrative. 

Examples in IELTS Speaking 

1. Describing Past Events 

• Cue Card: Describe an important event in your life. 

• Response: "When I graduated from college, I felt a mixture of excitement and 

uncertainty about my future." 

• Explanation: The time clause "When I graduated from college" sets up the temporal 

context for the emotions described in the main clause. This conjunction "when" is 

crucial for aligning the listener with the time frame of the event, making the narrative 

more relatable and structured. 

2. Narrating a Sequence of Actions 

• Cue Card: Talk about how you spent your last birthday. 
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• Response: "After I woke up, I spent some time with my family, and later in the 

evening, we all went out for dinner." 

• Explanation: The use of "after" in the time clause provides a sequential flow to the 

activities described. This helps the examiner follow the events of the day in the order 

they occurred, showcasing the candidate’s ability to organize thoughts 

chronologically. 

3. Describing Daily Routines 

• Cue Card: Describe your typical day. 

• Response: "As soon as I get up, I go for a run, and then I have breakfast before 

heading to work." 

• Explanation: The phrases "As soon as I get up" and "before heading to work" are 

time clauses that delineate the sequence of the speaker’s morning routine. This not 

only structures the daily activities but also emphasizes the efficiency and regularity of 

the routine. 

4. Discussing Future Plans 

• Question: What are your plans for the next vacation? 

• Response: "I will visit my grandparents as soon as the semester ends." 

• Explanation: The time clause "as soon as the semester ends" links the future action 

of visiting grandparents to a specific time, showing how the speaker’s plans are 

contingent on another event. This use of future tense with a time clause effectively 

communicates plans in a clear and concise manner. 

 

2. Cause Clauses 

Cause clauses are integral to demonstrating logical reasoning in the IELTS Speaking exam, 

especially in Part 3, where you are often asked to explain opinions, decisions, or 

phenomena. These clauses provide the reasoning behind your statements, offering insight 

into your thought processes and depth of understanding. 
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Structure of Cause Clauses 

Cause clauses are introduced by conjunctions such as "because," "since," "as," and "due to," 

and they provide the reason or cause for the main clause. The structure typically follows: 

• Main Clause + Cause Conjunction + Subordinate Clause (Cause) 

or 

• Cause Conjunction + Subordinate Clause (Cause) + Main Clause 

 

Applications in IELTS Speaking: 

1. Explaining Personal Preferences 

• Question: Why do you prefer living in the countryside? 

• Response: "I prefer living in the countryside because the environment is more 

peaceful and it allows me to relax after a busy day at work." 

• Explanation: The cause clause "because the environment is more peaceful and it 

allows me to relax after a busy day at work" explains the personal benefit of living in 

the countryside. This not only answers the question directly but also provides 

personal insight that enriches the response. 

2. Discussing Causes of Social Phenomena 

• Question: Why do you think online shopping has become so popular? 

• Response: "Online shopping has become popular because it offers convenience and 

a wider selection of products, which traditional stores often cannot match." 

• Explanation: Here, the cause clause "because it offers convenience and a wider 

selection of products" provides a clear explanation for the rise in popularity of online 

shopping. This response is effective for Part 3, as it connects personal observations 

with broader social trends. 

3. Justifying Opinions 
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• Question: Why do you believe children should start learning a foreign language at 

an early age? 

• Response: "I believe children should start learning a foreign language early because 

it enhances their cognitive development and makes it easier for them to acquire 

additional languages later in life." 

• Explanation: The cause clause "because it enhances their cognitive development 

and makes it easier for them to acquire additional languages later in life" offers a 

reasoned justification for the opinion stated. It shows an understanding of the 

cognitive benefits of early language learning. 

4. Explaining Decisions 

• Question: Why did you choose to study engineering? 

• Response: "I chose to study engineering because I've always been fascinated by how 

things work and wanted to contribute to technological advancements." 

• Explanation: The clause "because I've always been fascinated by how things work 

and wanted to contribute to technological advancements" provides the rationale 

behind the speaker’s career choice, linking personal interests to professional 

aspirations. 

 

3. Condition Clauses 

Condition clauses, or conditional sentences, play a crucial role in the IELTS Speaking exam 

by allowing candidates to articulate responses that involve possibilities, hypothetical 

situations, and future plans. Understanding how to use these clauses effectively can greatly 

enhance the complexity and depth of your answers. 

Structure of Condition Clauses 

Condition clauses are typically introduced by conjunctions such as "if," "unless," and "only 

if." They establish a condition that must be met for the main clause of the sentence to be 

true. These clauses can be structured to reflect different types of conditions, ranging from 

real to hypothetical scenarios. 
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• First Conditional (Real Possibility): If + present simple, will + base verb 

• Second Conditional (Unreal Possibility): If + past simple, would + base verb 

• Third Conditional (Hypothetical Past): If + past perfect, would have + past 

participle 

• Zero Conditional (General Truths): If + present simple, present simple 

Applications in IELTS Speaking 

1. Discussing Future Plans (First Conditional) 

• Question: What will you do if you pass the IELTS exam? 

• Response: "If I pass the IELTS exam, I will apply for a scholarship to study abroad." 

• Explanation: This response uses the first conditional to discuss a real and likely 

future action based on passing the IELTS exam. It shows the examiner that the 

candidate has concrete plans that depend on achieving a specific outcome. 

2. Speculating About Hypothetical Scenarios (Second Conditional) 

• Question: What would you change about your city if you were its mayor? 

• Response: "If I were the mayor, I would implement more green spaces to improve 

the quality of life for residents." 

• Explanation: Using the second conditional, the response explores a hypothetical 

scenario where the candidate is the mayor. This type of condition clause helps 

demonstrate imaginative thinking and the ability to speculate on potential 

improvements. 

3. Reflecting on Past Decisions (Third Conditional) 

• Question: How would your life be different if you had chosen a different field of 

study? 

• Response: "If I had studied medicine instead of engineering, I might have become a 

doctor working in rural areas." 
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• Explanation: The third conditional is used here to reflect on a hypothetical past 

decision and its possible impact on the candidate's life. It shows deep reflective 

capabilities and the understanding of how different choices could have led to 

different life paths. 

4. Explaining General Truths (Zero Conditional) 

• Question: What happens if you don’t sleep well? 

• Response: "If I don't sleep well, I usually feel very tired the next day." 

• Explanation: The zero conditional is used to express general truths or habits. This 

response provides a direct link between lack of sleep and its effect, showing the 

examiner a logical connection between cause and effect. 

 

4. Contrast Clauses 

Contrast clauses are essential in the IELTS Speaking exam for highlighting differences, 

opposing views, or unexpected results within your narratives. These clauses, introduced by 

conjunctions like "although," "even though," "whereas," and "while," help to enrich your 

responses by showing a deeper level of analysis and reflection on various topics. 

Understanding how to skilfully use contrast clauses can significantly improve the depth and 

sophistication of your speech. 

Structure of Contrast Clauses 

Contrast clauses can be structured in several ways, depending on the conjunction used: 

• Although/Even though: Used to introduce a statement that makes the main clause 

surprising or unexpected. 

• Whereas/While: Often used to draw a direct comparison or contrast between two 

different things, ideas, or situations. 

Applications in IELTS Speaking 

1. Demonstrating Resilience and Unexpected Actions 

• Question: Tell us about a time when you had to work under pressure. 
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• Response: "Although I was under immense pressure to finish the project within the 

deadline, I managed to deliver it with high quality and on time." 

• Explanation: The contrast clause "Although I was under immense pressure" sets up a 

scenario where the expectation might be failure or compromise. The main clause "I 

managed to deliver it with high quality and on time" provides a surprising and 

positive outcome, demonstrating resilience and capability under stress. This use of 

contrast enhances the narrative by showing how you can overcome significant 

challenges. 

2. Comparing Past and Present Situations 

• Question: How has your hometown changed over the years? 

• Response: "Whereas my hometown used to be a quiet, rural area, it has now 

developed into a bustling urban centre." 

• Explanation: The contrast clause "Whereas my hometown used to be a quiet, rural 

area" is directly opposed by "it has now developed into a bustling urban centre." This 

highlights significant changes over time, providing a clear before-and-after picture 

that enhances the descriptive quality of the response. 

3. Highlighting Contradictory Behaviours or Beliefs 

• Question: What are some habits you are trying to change? 

• Response: "Even though I know staying up late is bad for my health, I often find 

myself watching movies until midnight." 

• Explanation: "Even though I know staying up late is bad for my health" introduces a 

contradiction to what follows: "I often find myself watching movies until midnight." 

This contrast illustrates the struggle between knowledge and action, deepening the 

response by showing personal challenges. 

4. Discussing Opposing Views or Different Aspects 

• Question: What are the advantages and disadvantages of studying online? 

• Response: "While studying online offers flexibility and convenience, it lacks the 

personal interaction that traditional classroom settings provide." 
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• Explanation: The use of "While" here draws a direct contrast between the 

advantages and disadvantages of online study, effectively balancing the response 

and showing a well-rounded understanding of the topic. 

 

5. Manner Clauses 

Manner clauses are powerful tools in the IELTS Speaking exam, particularly for Part 2, where 

detailed and vivid storytelling is required. These clauses, often introduced by expressions 

like "as if," "as though," and "like," help you describe how actions are performed, suggesting 

similarity or hypothetical scenarios that add depth and nuance to your narratives. 

Structure of Manner Clauses 

Manner clauses add information about the way something is done or appears, and are 

typically structured: 

• Main Clause + Manner Clause (introduced by as if, as though, like) 

• Example: "He speaks English as if it were his native language." 

Applications in IELTS Speaking 

1. Enhancing Descriptions of People's Actions 

• Question: Describe a teacher who has influenced you. 

• Response: "She taught us as though she could see our potential, always pushing us 

to excel beyond our own expectations." 

• Explanation: The manner clause "as though she could see our potential" not only 

describes how the teacher acted but also adds a layer of admiration and speculation 

about her insight into students' abilities. It makes the description more vivid and 

personal, emphasizing the teacher's impactful teaching style. 

2. Adding Depth to Personal Experiences 

• Question: Talk about a memorable event in your life. 
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• Response: "I walked down the aisle on my wedding day as if I were floating on air." 

• Explanation: The manner clause "as if I were floating on air" vividly captures the 

speaker's feelings during a significant life event. It enhances the emotional impact of 

the narrative, providing a metaphorical description of the joy and lightness felt at 

that moment. 

3. Describing Unusual or Noteworthy Behaviour 

• Question: Can you describe an instance when someone surprised you? 

• Response: "My brother solved the complex math problem as if it were a simple 

arithmetic question." 

• Explanation: Here, "as if it were a simple arithmetic question" illustrates the ease and 

nonchalance with which the brother approached what was actually a complex task. 

This manner clause not only highlights his proficiency but also adds an element of 

surprise and admiration to the story. 

4. Speculating About Situations 

• Question: Describe a time when you had to make a difficult decision. 

• Response: "I made the decision as though I had all the facts, even though I was 

unsure." 

• Explanation: "as though I had all the facts" suggests a contrast between the 

speaker's outward confidence and internal uncertainty. This adds complexity to the 

narrative, showing the speaker's ability to maintain composure and decisiveness 

under pressure. 

Mastering these complex sentence structures will significantly benefit your performance in 

the IELTS Speaking exam by demonstrating your advanced language skills. Incorporating a 

variety of these sentences into your practice will help you become more comfortable and 

natural in your speech, making you better prepared to achieve a high score. Each type of 

complex sentence serves a different purpose, and learning when and how to use them 

effectively is key to demonstrating sophisticated communication skills. 
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Passive Voice 

The passive voice is a vital grammatical tool in the IELTS Speaking exam, particularly useful 

for shifting the focus from the actor (the person doing the action) to the action itself or its 

recipient. This can be especially effective in parts of the exam where the process or outcome 

is more significant than who performed the action. 

Structure of Passive Voice 

The passive voice is formed by using the verb "to be" in the appropriate tense followed by 

the past participle of the main verb. The agent (the doer of the action) can be included with 

"by" if it is necessary for clarity or relevance, but it is often omitted. 

• Basic Structure: [Object] + [be] + [past participle] + (by [agent]) 

Part 2: Describing Processes or Results 

In Part 2, where you might describe an event, process, or personal experience, the passive 

voice helps emphasize the action or outcome over who performed it. 

• Cue Card: Describe a significant event in your school. 

• Response: "A new library was opened last year to provide students with better 

learning resources." 

• Explanation: The passive construction "was opened" focuses on the action of 

opening and its significance, rather than who opened the library. This approach is 

particularly useful when the agent is unknown, unimportant, or obvious. 

Part 3: Discussing Formal Actions and Policies 

Part 3 often involves discussing broader societal issues, policies, or hypothetical scenarios 

where passive voice can add a formal tone and emphasize the action or policy. 

• Example Question: "How are new technologies impacting education?" 

• Response: "Traditional teaching methods are being replaced by more interactive and 

digital solutions." 
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• Explanation: The use of passive voice "are being replaced" puts the emphasis on the 

process of replacement and its impacts, rather than on who is implementing these 

changes. This helps maintain a formal and objective tone. 

When talking about achievements, changes, or important historical events, using the passive 

voice allows the focus to remain on the event itself. 

• Example Question: "What are some major achievements of your country in 

science?" 

• Response: "Several groundbreaking medical treatments have been developed by our 

researchers." 

• Explanation: Here, "have been developed" highlights the achievements in medical 

research, subtly including the agents ("our researchers") to attribute the credit while 

keeping the focus on the achievements. 

 
Advanced Connectors 

Advanced connectors are critical in the IELTS Speaking exam, as they help to structure your 

responses clearly and logically, demonstrating a high level of language proficiency. They 

serve various rhetorical purposes, including showing contrast, explaining cause and effect, 

and adding information. These connectors enhance the cohesion and coherence of your 

speech, which are key criteria in the IELTS speaking rubric. 

1. Contrast Connectors 

Contrast connectors are essential linguistic tools in the IELTS Speaking exam that enhance 

your ability to structure responses effectively. They enable you to present balanced 

arguments, showcase critical thinking, and highlight the complexity of issues by addressing 

multiple facets of a topic. Here, we’ll delve deeper into how to use these connectors 

effectively across different parts of the IELTS exam with detailed examples. 

• "However": Used to introduce a statement that contrasts with or contradicts 

something that has been said previously. 
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• "Although": Introduces a subordinate clause and is used to acknowledge that, 

despite the information in the subordinate clause, the main clause is still true. 

• "On the other hand": Used to introduce a point that is significantly different from 

what was discussed before, often used when comparing two different cases or 

scenarios. 

Applications and Examples 

Part 1: Personal Preferences and Experiences 

• Question: Do you prefer to read books or watch movies? 

• Response: "I enjoy reading books to relax; however, I prefer watching movies when I 

want to spend time with my friends." 

• Explanation: The contrast connector "however" is effectively used to distinguish 

between solo and social leisure activities, providing insight into different contexts 

where the speaker’s preferences might change. 

Part 2: Describing an Experience 

• Cue Card: Describe a time when you had to make a tough decision. 

• Response: "I once had to decide whether to accept a job offer far from home. 

Although the position offered a higher salary, I chose to stay closer to my family." 

• Explanation: "Although" introduces the contrast between the lucrative job offer and 

the personal cost of moving away from family, illustrating the speaker's values and 

priorities. 

Part 3: Discussing Broader Topics 

• Question: What are the advantages and disadvantages of remote work? 

• Response: "Remote work provides tremendous flexibility, allowing employees to 

work from anywhere. On the other hand, it can lead to feelings of isolation and 

decrease team cohesion." 
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• Explanation: "On the other hand" is used to transition from discussing the benefits 

of remote work to addressing its drawbacks, showing a well-rounded analysis of the 

topic. 

2. Cause and Effect Connectors 

Cause and effect connectors are pivotal in structuring coherent arguments and 

demonstrating logical thinking in the IELTS Speaking exam. These connectors help to clearly 

link reasons with outcomes, enhancing the persuasiveness and clarity of your responses. 

Understanding how to effectively use these connectors can significantly improve your scores 

in coherence and cohesion, as well as in grammatical range and accuracy. 

• "Therefore" - Used to introduce a conclusion that follows logically from the 

preceding statement. 

• "Thus" - Similar to "therefore" but often used in more formal or academic contexts. 

• "As a result" - Explicitly indicates that what follows is a consequence of what 

precedes. 

Applications and Examples 

Part 2: Personal Narratives 

• Cue Card: Describe a situation where you helped someone. 

• Response: "My neighbour’s car broke down last week, and I offered to drive her to 

work. As a result, she was able to attend an important meeting and later thanked me 

for helping her make a good impression." 

• Explanation: "As a result" clearly connects the speaker's action (driving the 

neighbour) with the outcome (neighbour attending the meeting and making a good 

impression). This use of cause and effect enriches the story by showing the impact of 

the speaker’s actions. 

Part 3: Discussing Broader Issues 

• Question: What are the effects of the internet on education? 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 81 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Response: "The internet has made information more accessible to students 

everywhere; thus, it has democratized education by leveling the playing field for 

students in remote areas." 

• Explanation: "Thus" is used to explain how the increased accessibility of information 

via the internet leads to a more equitable educational landscape. This showcases the 

speaker’s ability to connect technological advances with significant social outcomes. 

3. Adding Information Connectors 

Adding information connectors are vital for enhancing the depth and richness of your 

responses in the IELTS Speaking exam. These connectors allow you to provide additional 

details and reinforce your points, helping to build more compelling and comprehensive 

arguments. Mastery of these connectors can significantly improve the clarity and 

persuasiveness of your speech. 

• "Furthermore" - Used to introduce additional information that supports or expands 

upon the previously mentioned point. 

• "Moreover" - Similar to "furthermore," but often implies that the additional 

information is even more persuasive or impactful. 

• "In addition" - Used to simply add more information without the implicit emphasis 

on increasing the strength of the argument. 

Applications and Examples 

Part 1: Expanding on Personal Preferences 

• Question: What are your favourite leisure activities? 

• Response: "I enjoy reading historical novels to relax. Moreover, I like hiking on 

weekends to stay fit and connect with nature." 

• Explanation: "Moreover" introduces an additional leisure activity, linking personal 

relaxation with physical health and a connection to nature. This not only expands on 

the initial hobby but also shows a well-rounded lifestyle. 

Part 2: Elaborating on Personal Experiences 
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• Cue Card: Describe a recent happy event in your life. 

• Response: "I recently received a promotion at work. Furthermore, this promotion 

came with an opportunity to lead a new project, which allows me to implement 

innovative strategies." 

• Explanation: "Furthermore" is used to expand on the initial event (the promotion) by 

adding significant details about the responsibilities and opportunities it entails, thus 

enriching the narrative. 

Part 3: Strengthening Arguments or Proposals 

• Question: How can cities improve public transportation? 

• Response: "Cities can improve public transportation by increasing the frequency of 

service. In addition, upgrading the infrastructure to support eco-friendly buses and 

trains would make a substantial impact." 

• Explanation: "In addition" is used to propose a supplementary measure that 

supports the main suggestion, providing a broader approach to improving public 

transportation. 

 

Cracking the Speaking Test: A Deep 

Dive into the Details 
Embarking on the IELTS Speaking test can be a daunting endeavour, but with the right 

preparation and understanding, it transforms into an opportunity to truly showcase your 

linguistic capabilities. In this comprehensive section, "Cracking the Speaking Test: A Deep 

Dive into the Details," we'll peel back the layers of each part of the Speaking exam—

providing you with not just strategies, but a deeper insight into the dynamics of effective 

verbal communication. 

We begin by unravelling the structure and expectations of the three parts of the Speaking 

test. Whether you're describing familiar topics, speaking at length about a given cue card, or 

engaging in a discussion with the examiner, our goal is to equip you with the confidence 
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and competence to handle each phase with ease. Through detailed explanations, practical 

tips, and example responses, this section will serve as your roadmap to understanding the 

nuances that could make the difference between a good score and a great one. 

Remember, the IELTS Speaking test is not just about correctness but communication. It's 

your stage to demonstrate fluency, coherence, and the richness of your vocabulary. Let's 

dive deep into the details and prepare you to excel with every spoken word. 

 

Part 1: Introduction and Interview 
The IELTS Speaking Part 1 is designed to be a gentle introduction to the speaking test, 

involving questions about yourself and familiar topics like your home, family, work, studies, 

and interests. It typically lasts between 4 to 5 minutes. Here are detailed tips and strategies 

to help you excel in this part of the test. 

Part 1 Special Guide 

Stay Relaxed and Engage with the Examiner: The ability to stay relaxed and engage 

effectively with the examiner is crucial for a successful performance in the IELTS Speaking 

test, especially in Part 1, where the tone of the conversation sets the stage for the remaining 

segments. Here's a more detailed exploration of how to maintain a friendly tone and use 

appropriate body language during your exam. 

Tone of Voice 

Your tone of voice shows how you feel and what you think about the conversation. If your 

tone is warm and welcoming, it makes the conversation enjoyable and keeps it interesting, 

which is very important in a test like the IELTS where how you speak matters. 

Simple Tips: 

• Make sure you speak loud enough so that the examiner can hear you easily. You 

shouldn’t be too loud, but your voice needs to be clear. Try to pronounce each 

word properly so that you don’t mumble or run your words together. This helps 

the examiner understand you better. 
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• Before the test, practice talking about different topics. Pay attention to how you 

say things, not just what you say. Sometimes, just smiling can make your voice 

sound more friendly and relaxed. It can also help you feel less nervous. 

Body Language and Eye Contact 

Body language and eye contact are key to demonstrating confidence and engagement. 

They play a significant role in non-verbal communication, reinforcing the content of your 

spoken responses. 

Strategies: 

• Posture: Maintain an upright posture that signals attentiveness and readiness. 

Sitting up straight with your shoulders back, yet relaxed, avoids the appearance 

of disinterest or nervousness. 

• Hand Gestures: Use hand movements to emphasize points or illustrate concepts 

naturally. For example, when talking about levels of something, you might 

gesture upwards with your hands to show increase. 

• Control: While it's beneficial to use gestures, they should be controlled and 

purposeful, not excessive. 

• Consistent Eye Contact: Maintain steady eye contact with the examiner. This 

shows confidence and sincerity in your communication. 

• Breaks: It’s natural to look away occasionally when gathering thoughts, but try to 

maintain eye contact especially when delivering key points. 

• Alternative Focusing Points: If direct eye contact is intimidating, use the trick of 

looking at the examiner’s forehead or nose. It gives the impression of eye contact 

without the discomfort. 

Remember, when you talk, how you say things (your tone) and what you do while speaking 

(like gestures or facial expressions) both matter a lot. If you use a friendly tone and combine 

it with positive body actions, like nodding or using hand gestures appropriately, it makes 

your whole message stronger and clearer. 

Why This Combination of Your Tone and Gestures work: 
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• Shows Confidence: Using a steady voice and maintaining good eye contact can 

show the examiner that you feel confident. Confidence often makes your English 

seem even better. 

• Keeps People Interested: When your tone matches your message, and your body 

language shows you’re involved in the conversation, it keeps the examiner interested 

in what you’re saying. 

• Clear Message: Together, your voice and your body help make your message clear. 

This shows you know how to use English well in real conversation. 

 

Be Concise but Descriptive 

When you’re taking the IELTS Speaking test, specially Part 1, it’s really helpful to know how 

to answer questions well. You want to give answers that are short but smart. Here’s how you 

can do that: 

✓ Give More Than Yes or No: Don’t just say "yes" or "no" when asked a question. Add 

a little more information to show you can use English well. 

Example: If asked, “Do you enjoy cooking?” instead of just saying “Yes,” you might 

say, “Yes, I love it, particularly on weekends when I have more time to experiment 

with new dishes.”  

✓ Stay On Point: Keep your answers short and to the point. This helps you stay 

relevant to the question. Make sure your stories and examples directly relate to what 

you’ve been asked.  

How to Do It: Think quickly about what’s most important to say. Stick to that 

without adding extra, unrelated details. 

✓ Rule of Three: When you answer a question, try to give three bits of information. 

How to Do It: For any answer, you might say what you think, give an example, and 

then explain it a little. For instance, if talking about a hobby, say what it is, describe 

why you like it, and mention a recent experience or discovery you had while doing it. 
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✓ Use Personal Stories: Stories about yourself can make your answers more 

interesting. 

How to Do It: Think of small stories or examples from your life that fit the questions. 

For example, if talking about your favourite book, mention not just the title but also 

why you love it and a particular moment or feeling you remember from reading it. 

✓ Reflect in Your Answers: Show that you can think about and learn from your 

experiences. 

How to Do It: When you share a personal example, also talk about what you learned 

from it or how it changed the way you think about something. For example, if you’re 

discussing a trip you took, you might explain how it opened your eyes to new 

cultures. 

How to Do It: Always tie your answer back to the question. If the question is about 

cooking, make sure your example is about cooking. 

 

Listen Carefully 

Listening well in the IELTS Speaking Part 1 is very important. It helps you understand the 

questions properly so you can give the right answers. Here's a simple guide on how you can 

make sure you really understand the questions during your exam: 

✓ Stay Focused: Make sure you pay full attention to the examiner. Try not to let your 

nerves make your mind drift away. Concentrate on what the examiner is saying. 

Staying focused helps you catch every word and the overall meaning of the 

questions. 

✓ Watch the Examiner’s Body Language: Look at the examiner’s facial expressions 

and hand movements while they speak. Sometimes, how something is said or the 

examiner’s gestures can give you extra hints about the question, helping you 

understand better. 

✓ Ask for Repetition: If you don’t hear or understand a question, it’s okay to ask the 

examiner to repeat it. You can say, “Could you please repeat that?” or “Sorry, could 

you say that again?” It’s better to ask for clarification than to guess and answer 

wrongly. 
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In other words, if you hear the question but aren’t sure what exactly the examiner is 

asking, you can ask for more details. For example, say, “Do you mean…?” or “Are you 

asking about…?” This helps you make sure you understand the question fully before 

you start answering. 

✓ Think While You Listen: As you listen to the question, start thinking about your 

answer. Pick up keywords or the main idea of the question to help you prepare your 

response. This saves time and helps you start your answer more smoothly and 

confidently. 

Examples 

Scenario 1: 

Question: "What’s your perspective on art in public spaces?" 

If Misheard: You might think you heard "part" instead of "art." 

Clarification: You can say, “Sorry, could you repeat that? Did you say 'art' in 

public spaces?” 

Scenario 2: 

Question: "How do you usually spend your weekends?" 

If Unclear: You’re not sure if the examiner is asking about what you generally 

like to do or what you did last weekend. 

Clarification: You can ask, “Are you asking about what I generally do on 

weekends or what I did last weekend?” 

By following these simple steps, you can make sure you understand each question clearly in 

the IELTS Speaking Part 1. This will help you give accurate and relevant answers, showing off 

your best English skills. 

 

High Band Response Strategies, Examples and 
Related Vocabulary 
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IELTS Speaking Part 1 is designed to assess your ability to communicate effectively on 

common, everyday topics. This section sets the tone for the rest of the speaking test, and 

your familiarity with the topics and the use of a varied and precise vocabulary can indeed 

make a strong impression on the examiner. Let’s dive into some common topics you might 

encounter in Part 1, along with answering strategies, high-scoring examples, and specific 

vocabulary that can help boost your score. 

1. Home and Living Situation 

When preparing for the IELTS Speaking test, particularly for questions about your home or 

accommodation, it's important to provide detailed and vivid descriptions that not only 

answer the question directly but also engage the examiner with interesting information. 

Here's how you can elaborate on potential questions about your living situation: 

Potential Question 1: Can you describe your home? 

How to Answer: 

• Type of Home: Start by specifying the type of home you live in. This could be an 

apartment, a detached house, a townhouse, or even a dormitory. The type of home 

can set the stage for the rest of your description. 

o Example: "I reside in a detached house located in a suburban neighbourhood." 

• Key Features: Discuss the physical attributes of your home. This might include the 

number of bedrooms and bathrooms, significant features like a garden or patio, or 

unique aspects of the home's design. 

o Example: "The house features four bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a large 

kitchen that opens up to a cozy living room with a fireplace." 

• Decor and Atmosphere: Describe the interior design or any theme that your home 

might have. This could include the colour scheme, style of furniture, or any artworks 

displayed. 

o Example: "We've decorated our home with a minimalist approach, focusing on 

neutral colours and open spaces, which makes it feel very tranquil and spacious." 
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• Personal Touch: Mention any personal touches or modifications that make the 

home special to you. 

o Example: "One of my favourite spots is the reading nook by the bay window in 

the living room, where I have a collection of cushions and a shelf full of books." 

Potential Question 2: What kind of housing/accommodation do you live in? 

How to Answer: 

• Type of Accommodation: Clearly state the type of accommodation. If it's a rented 

space, mention that; if it's owned, you might briefly note this. 

o Example: "I live in a rented condo that's part of a larger residential complex in 

the city centre." 

• Facilities and Amenities: Talk about the amenities that come with your 

accommodation. This might include security features, parking, a gym, or a pool. 

o Example: "The complex includes access to a rooftop garden, a fitness centre, and 

24-hour security." 

• Advantages of Location: Describe the benefits of your accommodation's location, 

such as proximity to public transport, shops, parks, or your workplace. 

o Example: "What I particularly like about living here is the convenience—it's just a 

five-minute walk from the subway station and close to several cafes and grocery 

stores." 

• Lifestyle Fit: Explain how this accommodation suits your lifestyle or personal 

preferences. 

o Example: "As someone who enjoys being in the heart of the city, living here 

allows me to be close to cultural activities, like theatres and museums, enhancing 

my urban living experience." 

Potential Question 3: Which room do you like the most in your house? 

How to Answer: 
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• Identify the Room: Start by naming the room that is your favourite. Be specific and 

use descriptive language to introduce the room right away. 

o Example: "The room I cherish the most in my home is the living room." 

• Physical Description: Describe the physical attributes of the room. Mention its size, 

the colours, the furniture, and any particular arrangement that adds to its appeal. 

o Example: "It’s a large room with walls painted in warm, earthy tones that create a 

cozy atmosphere. The furniture is arranged in a semi-circle, with a comfortable 

sofa facing a large fireplace." 

• Functionality and Utility: Discuss how the room serves its purpose, whether it's for 

relaxation, entertainment, work, or any other function. 

o Example: "This room serves as the heart of our home where we relax, watch TV, 

and host our guests. It's equipped with a state-of-the-art entertainment system 

and has an array of soft, inviting sofas that make it perfect for gatherings." 

Potential Question 4: Why is this room your favourite? 

How to Answer: 

• Personal Connection: Explain why this room is special to you. You might talk about 

personal tastes or activities you enjoy in this room. 

o Example: "My favourite room is the kitchen, primarily because I have a profound 

passion for cooking and baking. It’s where I spend a lot of my free time, 

experimenting with new recipes and preparing meals for my family." 

• Aesthetic Appeal: Discuss elements of the room’s design or decoration that you 

particularly like. 

o Example: "The kitchen is designed with an open plan, featuring natural wood 

cabinets and a central island that doubles as a breakfast bar. Its spacious layout 

and large windows not only provide plenty of natural light but also offer a 

wonderful view of our garden." 

• Emotional Significance: Share any memories or feelings associated with the room 

that contribute to its significance in your life. 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 91 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

o Example: "Beyond its functionality, the kitchen is my favourite room because it's 

where my family gathers every evening. It’s not just a place for cooking but also 

for sharing stories and creating memories. Celebrating small victories over a meal 

or a cup of tea in this kitchen has deepened my attachment to this space." 

• Unique Features: Mention any unique or particularly cherished features of the room. 

o Example: "Additionally, the kitchen contains a small herb garden on the 

windowsill, which adds a touch of greenery and provides fresh herbs for my 

cooking. This little touch makes the space feel alive and connected to nature." 

Potential Question 5: Are there any changes or renovations you would like to make?/ 

How would you like to improve your home? 

How to Answer: 

• Functional Upgrades: Discuss any functional upgrades you wish to implement. This 

could include kitchen renovations, bathroom updates, or adding new technologies. 

o Example: "I'm planning to remodel our kitchen to make it more functional and 

modern. This would involve upgrading the appliances to energy-efficient models, 

installing new countertops, and reorganizing the layout to maximize space." 

• Space Utilization: Talk about how you would like to better utilize existing space in 

your home. This might involve converting areas or redesigning them to serve dual 

purposes. 

o Example: "Another change I’m considering is converting the rarely used guest 

room into a home office. Since I started working from home, I've realized the 

importance of having a dedicated workspace that is separate from the living 

areas." 

• Enhancing Outdoor Areas: If applicable, describe any changes you would like to 

make to the outdoor areas of your home. 

o Example: "I would also like to landscape our backyard to create a more 

functional outdoor living space, complete with a small vegetable garden and a 

patio area for family barbecues. This would not only beautify our home but also 

provide a great place for relaxation and entertainment." 
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Tips for Discussing "Home and Living Situation" 

Expanding your vocabulary and providing detailed, personalized descriptions can 

significantly enhance your responses in IELTS Speaking Part 1, especially when discussing 

your home and living situation. Here’s how to effectively incorporate descriptive language, 

personal anecdotes, and relevant vocabulary into your answers. 

Be Descriptive: Use descriptive language to make your spoken responses more vivid and 

engaging. Descriptive words help paint a mental picture for the listener and show your 

ability to differentiate between simple and complex language forms. 

Strategies: 

• Use a Variety of Adjectives: Describe the size, layout, colour, and atmosphere of 

your home using a range of adjectives. This not only demonstrates your vocabulary 

range but also makes your description more interesting. 

• Examples of Adjectives: 

o Size and Space: spacious, cramped, expansive, tiny 

o Light and Atmosphere: bright, airy, dim, cozy, homely 

o Style and Decor: modern, rustic, antique, stylish, eclectic 

o Condition: well-maintained, dilapidated, renovated, pristine 

• Example Sentence: "My apartment is quite spacious and airy, with large windows 

that let in plenty of sunlight, making the space feel warm and welcoming." 

Personal Touch: Add personal details that connect you emotionally to your home. This 

approach not only enriches your narrative but also shows your ability to discuss personal 

experiences in English, a key skill in IELTS Speaking. 

Strategies: 

• Share Memories or Stories: Talk about a memory or story connected to your home 

that highlights why it’s special to you. 
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• Mention Unique Features: Discuss any unique features or personal touches that 

make your home different from others, such as custom decorations, a piece of 

furniture with a history, or even a favourite spot where you relax. 

Examples of Personal Details: 

• "The coffee table in our living room is from a 200-year-old oak tree that once stood 

in my grandfather’s backyard." 

• "I have a small garden on the balcony where I grow herbs and flowers, which reminds 

me of my childhood days spent in my mother's garden." 

• "Every corner of my home is adorned with souvenirs from my travels, like the vibrant 

tapestry from Morocco that hangs in the hallway, bringing a splash of colour and a 

story to share." 

Use Relevant Vocabulary: Employ specific vocabulary related to housing and living 

situations to demonstrate a precise understanding of the topic. This can help convey your 

ideas more clearly and show your lexical resource. 

Strategies: 

• Incorporate Technical Terms: Use specific terms related to parts of a house, types 

of housing, and furniture. 

• Discuss Amenities and Features: Talk about the amenities your housing provides or 

lacks, which could include aspects of modern living comforts. 

Relevant Vocabulary: 

Here's a list of vocabulary related to various aspects of housing and home design, which can 

be very useful for enriching your language skills in contexts like the IELTS Speaking test: 

• Loft: An open space, often converted into a living area, located just below the roof in 

many houses or apartments. 

o "After moving into my new apartment, I converted the loft into a vibrant art 

studio." 
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• Attic: A space or room just below the roof, used typically for storage or sometimes 

converted into a living space. 

o "We store our winter clothes and old books in the attic because it's spacious 

and easily accessible." 

• Balcony: A platform on the outside of a building, enclosed by walls or railings, 

accessible from an upper-floor window or door. 

o "Every morning, I enjoy my coffee on the balcony while watching the sunrise." 

• Carport: A shelter for cars that has a roof but typically no walls. 

o "Our new house doesn't have a garage, but there is a carport to keep our car 

covered." 

• Sunroom: A room designed to receive a lot of sunlight; often enclosed with glass 

and used as a sitting or living room. 

o "The sunroom is my favourite place to relax, especially in the spring, because 

it's filled with plants and has a great view of the garden." 

• Gazebo: A freestanding, open-sided structure often found in gardens and parks. 

o "They held the wedding ceremony in the gazebo, which was decorated with 

vines and flowers." 

• Utility Room: A room in a house where appliances such as washers and dryers are 

kept and used. 

o "I need to renovate the utility room to make space for a new, energy-efficient 

washer and dryer." 

• Nook: A corner or recess, especially one offering seclusion or security. 

o "The breakfast nook is bright and cheerful, perfect for morning meals." 

• Vestibule: A small entryway within a building. 

o "The grand vestibule at the hotel entrance had a beautiful tiled floor and a 

crystal chandelier." 
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• Lanai: A veranda or roofed patio often furnished and used as a living room. 

o "Our holiday rental in Hawaii had a spacious lanai overlooking the beach, 

making it a perfect spot for evening dinners." 

• Bungalow: A low, single-story house, often with a veranda. 

o "My grandparents live in a charming bungalow by the sea, which has a lovely 

wrap-around veranda." 

• Duplex: A building divided into two apartments, with each unit having a separate 

entrance. 

o "Renting a duplex can be more cost-effective than a single-family home, and 

you still get plenty of space." 

• Townhouse: A multi-story home in a complex, sharing one or more walls with other 

similar units, often with its own private entrance. 

o "We moved into a townhouse because it offers more floors for living space 

without the sprawl of a large yard to maintain." 

• Maisonette: An apartment usually on two levels that is part of a larger building but 

with its own private entrance. 

o "She bought a maisonette because she wanted the feel of a house with the 

security of an apartment." 

• Studio Apartment: A small apartment which combines living room, bedroom, and 

kitchen into a single room, with a separate bathroom. 

o "As a student, he found a studio apartment ideal due to its affordability and 

proximity to the university." 

• Penthouse: An apartment on the top floor of a tall building, typically luxuriously 

fitted and offering fine views. 

o "He invested in a penthouse because he wanted unrivalled views of the 

skyline and a private elevator." 

• Cabin: A small, simple house made of wood, located especially in a rural area. 
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o "We rented a rustic cabin in the woods for our weekend getaway." 

• Victorian House: A house built during the reign of Queen Victoria, known for its 

detailed architecture and decorative elements. 

o "The Victorian house on Maple Street is known for its intricate woodwork and 

historical significance." 

• Farmhouse: A house serving as the main residence in a rural or agricultural setting. 

o "Their farmhouse, surrounded by sprawling fields and a barn, is the epitome 

of rural charm." 

• Mobile Home: A prefabricated structure, built in a factory on a permanently 

attached chassis before being transported to site. 

o "Many people choose mobile homes for their affordability and flexibility in 

location." 

• Armoire: A tall, freestanding cabinet with doors that hide shelves and drawers, used 

for storing clothes or entertainment equipment. 

o "In my bedroom, I have an antique armoire that stores all my winter clothing 

and keeps everything neatly organized." 

• Canopy Bed: A bed with tall posts at each corner supporting a decorative top frame 

from which curtains or drapes can fall. 

o "As a child, I always dreamed of having a canopy bed; it felt like sleeping in a 

fairy-tale castle." 

• Credenza: A sideboard or cupboard that is often used in a dining area for serving 

food, displaying serving dishes, or storage. 

o "We placed a mid-century modern credenza in our dining room that serves 

both as a storage space and a display for our collection of vintage ceramics." 

• Settee: A seat for two or more people, typically upholstered and having a back and 

armrests, smaller than a sofa. 
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o "In the cozy corner of our living room, a velvet settee provides the perfect 

spot for reading and relaxing." 

• Vanity: A piece of bedroom furniture having a table with a mirror and drawers, 

typically used for applying makeup or grooming. 

o "My grandmother's vintage vanity, complete with an ornate mirror, is where I 

sit every morning to get ready." 

• Ottoman: A piece of furniture consisting of a padded, upholstered seat or bench, 

usually having neither back nor arms, often used as a stool or footstool. 

o "We added an ottoman to our living room, which serves both as extra seating 

for guests and as a comfortable footrest." 

• Chaise Lounge: A long chair for reclining, often with one armrest and a back along 

half of its length. 

o "On the patio, a chaise lounge is ideally positioned for sunbathing and 

relaxing outdoors during the summer." 

• Console Table: A long, narrow table designed to be placed against a wall, typically 

used in hallways or entryways. 

o "A sleek console table in the hallway holds decorative vases and frames, 

creating an inviting entry point into our home." 

• Bookcase: A piece of furniture with shelves used for storing books. 

o "My living room features a large bookcase filled with books from floor to 

ceiling, showcasing my extensive collection of literature." 

• Wingback Chair: A high-backed chair with side panels or "wings" on the back, 

typically used in traditional interior designs. 

o "The wingback chair by the fireplace is my favourite reading spot, offering 

comfort and good lighting." 

• Bidet: A bathroom fixture used especially for bathing the genitals and the anal 

region. 
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o "Having a bidet in each bathroom is quite common in European households, 

as it promotes better personal hygiene." 

• Walk-in Closet: A closet large enough to walk inside to store clothes and 

belongings, often built with shelves and rails. 

o "My dream house would definitely have a spacious walk-in closet where I 

could organize all my clothing and accessories neatly." 

• Man Cave: A dedicated area of a house, such as a basement or garage, where a man 

can retreat and enjoy hobbies and leisure activities. 

o "He transformed the unused garage into a man cave where he displays his 

sports memorabilia and hosts game nights." 

• Wine Cellar: A storage area for wine in bottles or barrels, or more broadly, a group 

of such bottles. 

o "The wine cellar in our basement holds over two hundred bottles, some of 

which are rare vintages from around the world." 

• Sauna: A small room used as a hot-air or steam bath for cleaning and refreshing the 

body. 

o "After a long day of skiing, relaxing in the cabin's sauna is the perfect way to 

unwind and soothe sore muscles." 

• Home Theatre System: An audio and visual equipment setup in a home that 

emulates the movie theatre experience. 

o "We recently upgraded our living room with a home theatre system, complete 

with surround sound and a high-definition projector." 

• Infinity Pool: A swimming pool whose positioning gives the impression that it 

merges into the surrounding landscape or extends to the horizon. 

o "The infinity pool at our holiday villa was stunning, seeming to spill over into 

the ocean." 

• Jacuzzi: A large bath with a system of underwater jets of water to massage the body. 
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o "Our new apartment complex features a rooftop garden with a Jacuzzi, 

perfect for relaxing evenings under the stars." 

• Skylights: A window installed in a roof or ceiling for natural light. 

o "Installing skylights in the kitchen was a great decision; they flood the space 

with natural light all day long." 

• Outdoor Kitchen: A cooking area located outside of the main house, typically 

equipped with a grill, sink, and refrigerator. 

o "Our outdoor kitchen is ideal for summer barbecues, allowing us to cook and 

dine alfresco without constantly going back inside the house." 

• Gym: A room or area in a house equipped with exercise machines and weights for 

physical workouts. 

o "Having a gym at home has made it much easier for me to stay consistent 

with my fitness routine." 

• Study: A room in a house dedicated to reading, writing, or academic work. 

o "I spend most of my evenings in the study, catching up on work or reading 

through my collection of classic novels." 

• Art Deco: An architectural style characterized by decorative elements, geometric 

shapes, and the use of metal and glass. 

o "The Chrysler Building in New York is a stunning example of Art Deco 

architecture, with its ornate decorations and distinctive geometric motifs." 

• Baroque: A highly ornate and extravagant style of architecture, art, and music that 

flourished in Europe from the early 17th until the late 18th century. 

o "The Palace of Versailles is one of the most famous Baroque structures, known 

for its elaborate decorations and complex design." 

• Gothic: An architectural style characterized by pointed arches, ribbed vaults, flying 

buttresses, and large windows with tracery. 
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o "The Notre-Dame Cathedral is a quintessential representation of Gothic 

architecture, especially notable for its flying buttresses and stained glass 

windows." 

• Ranch: A style of house characterized by long, low, ground-hugging profiles, and 

minimal use of exterior and interior decoration. 

o "Ranch-style homes became popular in America during the mid-20th century, 

appreciated for their open floor plans and wide, sprawling layouts." 

• Tudor: An architectural style that is the final development of medieval architecture in 

England during the Tudor period (1485–1603) and even beyond. 

o "Tudor architecture is easily recognized by its steeply pitched gable roofs and 

decorative half-timbering." 

• Victorian: A style of architecture known for its elaborate and ornate detailing, 

prevalent during the reign of Queen Victoria. 

o "San Francisco is famous for its Victorian homes, with their intricate 

woodwork and vibrant colours." 

• Modernist: A style featuring simplicity and functionality with minimal 

ornamentation, rejecting traditional historical references. 

o "The Bauhaus movement was influential in Modernist architecture, 

emphasizing functionality without excessive decoration." 

• Craftsman: An architectural style known for its handcrafted aesthetics and the use of 

natural materials. 

o "Craftsman homes are renowned for their substantial porch supports and 

exposed wooden structural elements." 

• Mediterranean: Houses that often include a red tile roof, stucco walls, and arches, 

inspired by the coastal regions of Spain and Italy. 

o "The Mediterranean-style home we visited was picturesque, with its breezy 

courtyards and tiled floors." 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 101 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Colonial: Refers to styles of house architecture derived from the colonial period in 

America, featuring symmetry and classical details. 

o "Colonial architecture is distinguished by its symmetry and evenly spaced 

shuttered windows." 

• Neo-Classical: A revival of classical architecture during the 18th and early 19th 

centuries, characterized by grandeur of scale, simplicity of geometric forms, and 

Greek or Roman detail. 

o "The National Gallery in Washington, D.C., is a prime example of Neo-Classical 

architecture with its massive columns and domed roof." 

• Beaux-Arts: An architectural style taught at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris that is 

marked by elaborate ornamentation and a classical structure. 

o "The New York Public Library is designed in the Beaux-Arts style, featuring 

grand staircases and elaborate surface decorations." 

 

2. Work  

When discussing your work life in IELTS Speaking Part 1, it's important to craft responses 

that reflect not only the factual aspects of your job but also your engagement and 

perspective on your professional environment. This can give the examiner insights into your 

vocabulary, ability to form coherent responses, and capacity to reflect on personal 

experiences. Here’s a detailed guide on how to approach potential questions about your 

work life: 

1. What do you do for a living? 

• How to Answer: Clearly state your job title and the nature of your work. If your job 

title is unusual or your role is complex, briefly explain what it entails. This is an 

opportunity to introduce specialized vocabulary related to your field. 

• Example Response: "I am a software developer at a technology startup. My main 

responsibility is to design and implement software solutions that help streamline 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 102 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

business operations. This involves coding, troubleshooting, and collaborating with 

other developers and product managers." 

2. How long have you been in your current job? 

• How to Answer: Specify the duration of your current employment and, if relevant, 

mention any significant milestones or progression in your role. This can demonstrate 

stability and growth in your career. 

• Example Response: "I've been with the current firm for just over two years now. 

During this time, I've progressed from a junior developer to a lead on several key 

projects, which has been both challenging and rewarding." 

3. What does a typical day at your work involve? 

• How to Answer: Describe a typical workday with details that highlight your daily 

responsibilities and the skills you utilize. Mentioning specific tasks can demonstrate 

your expertise and the practical application of your professional skills. 

• Example Response: "A typical day for me starts with a quick team meeting where 

we synchronize our tasks for the day. I spend most of my morning coding and 

attending to any urgent software bugs. Post-lunch is usually reserved for 

brainstorming sessions for upcoming projects and reviewing code written by my 

colleagues. It's a blend of technical and collaborative tasks." 

 

Related Vocabulary 

Here's a comprehensive list that covers various aspects of the workplace, suitable for 

enriching your responses during the exam: 

1. Collaborate (verb) 

o Definition: Work jointly on an activity or project. 

o Example: "In my current job, I frequently collaborate with colleagues from 

different departments to enhance project outcomes." 

2. Innovate (verb) 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 103 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

o Definition: Make changes by introducing new methods, ideas, or products. 

o Example: "The ability to innovate is highly valued in my field; last year, I 

developed a novel approach that significantly reduced the time to market for 

our products." 

3. Efficiency (noun) 

o Definition: The state or quality of being efficient, or able to accomplish 

something with the least waste of time and effort. 

o Example: "Increasing efficiency in the workplace is crucial; for instance, we 

use automated tools to streamline data entry tasks." 

4. Hierarchy (noun) 

o Definition: A system in which members of an organization or society are 

ranked according to relative status or authority. 

o Example: "The hierarchy in our office is quite flexible, which allows junior staff 

members to share their innovative ideas directly with senior management." 

5. Deadline (noun) 

o Definition: The latest time or date by which something should be completed. 

o Example: "Meeting deadlines is critical in my profession; for instance, 

delivering a project late could result in losing a client's trust." 

6. Delegate (verb) 

o Definition: Entrust (a task or responsibility) to another person, typically one 

who is less senior than oneself. 

o Example: "To manage my workload, I delegate routine tasks to interns, 

allowing me to focus on more complex issues." 

7. Objective (noun) 

o Definition: A goal or target that efforts are directed towards. 
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o Example: "Setting clear objectives at the beginning of each quarter helps us 

stay focused on achieving our strategic goals." 

8. Networking (noun) 

o Definition: The action or process of interacting with others to exchange 

information and develop professional or social contacts. 

o Example: "Networking at industry conferences has been instrumental in my 

professional development and has led to several job opportunities." 

9. Promotion (noun) 

o Definition: The action of raising someone to a higher position or rank. 

o Example: "I received a promotion last year after successfully leading a series 

of high-profile projects." 

10. Mentor (noun) 

o Definition: An experienced and trusted adviser. 

o Example: "My mentor at work has been pivotal in guiding me through my 

career path, offering advice and support where needed." 

11. Turnover (noun) 

o Definition: The rate at which employees leave a workforce and are replaced. 

o Example: "High turnover can be a sign of underlying issues in a company, 

such as poor management or lack of career growth opportunities." 

12. Autonomy (noun) 

o Definition: The right or condition of self-government, especially in a 

particular sphere. 

o Example: "Having autonomy in my role allows me to innovate and make 

decisions that directly impact the success of projects." 
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3. Studies 

When discussing your educational background in IELTS Speaking Part 1, it's crucial to 

articulate not only the factual aspects of your studies but also your personal engagement 

and motivation. Here’s a detailed breakdown of how you can approach potential questions 

about your studies: 

Potential Questions 

1. What are you currently studying? 

o This question aims to uncover details about your academic pursuits and 

gauge your ability to describe your educational journey. 

2. Why did you choose your field of study? 

o Here, the examiner is interested in understanding your motivations and 

interests behind choosing your specific area of study. 

3. How do you typically prepare for your exams? 

o This query tests your ability to explain processes and reflect on your personal 

strategies for academic success. 

How to Answer 

• Discussing Your Current Studies: 

o Response Strategy: Clearly state your major or the course you are enrolled 

in. Be specific to show that you have a clear path in your educational journey. 

o Example: "I am currently pursuing a degree in Environmental Science at the 

University of XYZ. This program focuses on ecological preservation, 

environmental policy, and sustainable development practices." 

• Explaining Your Choice of Study: 

o Response Strategy: Connect your choice of study to your long-term goals, 

interests, or a particular passion that aligns with the subject. 
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o Example: "I chose Environmental Science because I’ve always been 

passionate about protecting the environment. Growing up near a national 

park, I witnessed the impact of pollution first-hand, which motivated me to 

contribute to environmental protection and sustainability." 

• Describing Exam Preparation: 

o Response Strategy: Detail your approach to exam preparation, highlighting 

specific techniques that you find effective. This showcases your organizational 

skills and dedication to your studies. 

o Example: "My typical exam preparation involves a multi-faceted approach. 

Initially, I participate in group study sessions to discuss key topics and 

exchange ideas with peers. Additionally, I review lecture notes thoroughly and 

consult a variety of academic articles to enhance my understanding of 

complex subjects. This combination helps me manage the coursework 

effectively and ensures a deeper grasp of the material." 

 

Related Vocabulary 

Academic (adj.) - related to education, especially at college or university level. 

• Example: "She took her academic studies very seriously, aiming for a scholarship." 

Curriculum (n.) - the subjects comprising a course of study in a school or college. 

• Example: "The curriculum at my university includes a wide range of subjects, from 

science to liberal arts." 

Syllabus (n.) - an outline of the subjects in a course of study or teaching. 

• Example: "Before the semester begins, the professor provides us with a syllabus that 

details what we will cover in each lecture." 

Pedagogy (n.) - the method and practice of teaching, especially as an academic subject or 

theoretical concept. 
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• Example: "The conference on new educational technologies covered the latest trends 

in pedagogy." 

Cognitive (adj.) - related to the mental process of acquiring knowledge and understanding 

through thought, experience, and the senses. 

• Example: "Cognitive development is crucial in the early years of school." 

Scholarship (n.) - a grant or payment made to support a student's education, awarded on 

the basis of academic or other achievement. 

• Example: "He was awarded a scholarship due to his excellent grades and 

extracurricular involvement." 

Tuition (n.) - the teaching or instruction provided, especially at a school or college, or the 

fee charged for educational instruction. 

• Example: "Tuition fees have risen significantly over the past decade." 

Seminar (n.) - a class at a college or university in which a topic is discussed by a teacher 

and a small group of students. 

• Example: "Next semester, I plan to enroll in a seminar on modern European history." 

Thesis (n.) - a long piece of writing on a particular subject that is done to earn a degree at a 

university. 

• Example: "She spent several months working on her thesis on climate change." 

Dissertation (n.) - a long essay on a particular subject, especially one written as a 

requirement for the Doctor of Philosophy degree. 

• Example: "His dissertation discusses the intersection of technology and social 

behaviour." 

Plagiarism (n.) - the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off 

as one's own. 

• Example: "The university has strict penalties for students caught committing 

plagiarism." 
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Analytical (adj.) - relating to or using analysis or logical reasoning. 

• Example: "Analytical skills are essential for problem-solving in many academic 

disciplines." 

Comprehensive (adj.) - complete and including everything that is necessary. 

• Example: "We were given a comprehensive review of European history before our 

final exam." 

Module (n.) - a unit of study within a larger course. 

• Example: "This semester, I’m taking a module on Shakespearean literature." 

Viva (n.) - an oral examination, especially in the context of a Ph.D. defense. 

• Example: "After submitting her thesis, she had to prepare for the viva to defend her 

research findings." 

 

4. Hobbies and Free Time 

When discussing your hobbies in IELTS Speaking Part 1, it's important to articulate not only 

what you do in your spare time but also why these activities are meaningful to you. This 

allows you to showcase your interests and communicate your personality effectively to the 

examiner. Here's how you can approach the potential questions about hobbies with detailed 

explanations and examples: 

Potential Question 1: What are your hobbies? 

How to Answer: 

• List and Describe: Begin by listing your hobbies. Provide a brief description of each, 

focusing on what the activity entails and any significant details that might interest 

the listener. 

o Example: "One of my hobbies is playing the violin. I've been practicing since I 

was a child, and I enjoy both solo performances and playing in our local 
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community orchestra. It's not just about music; it's also a way to connect with 

others through cultural expression." 

• Uniqueness or Uncommon Aspect: If you have a unique or uncommon hobby, 

explain what it involves. This is a great opportunity to stand out and engage the 

examiner with something interesting. 

o Example: "Another hobby of mine is urban sketching. I roam around the city 

capturing the architecture and street scenes in my sketchbook. It helps me 

appreciate the beauty of everyday life and improve my drawing skills." 

Potential Question 2: What do you like to do in your spare time? 

How to Answer: 

• Activities and Explanation: Describe what you do in your spare time, providing 

reasons why you choose these activities and what you gain from them. 

o Example: "In my spare time, I love to read historical novels. They transport me 

to different eras and help me understand diverse perspectives. Reading not 

only entertains me but also enriches my knowledge and enhances my 

empathy towards others." 

• Connection to Personal Growth: Connect your hobbies to personal growth or skills 

development. This shows that your leisure activities have a deeper purpose or 

benefit. 

o Example: "I also spend time practicing mindfulness and meditation. It's 

crucial for me to maintain mental clarity and emotional balance, especially 

given the fast-paced nature of my professional life." 

Potential Question 3: How do you usually spend your weekends? 

How to Answer: 

• Routine Activities: Start by discussing the typical activities you engage in over the 

weekend. Be specific about what you do, where you go, and who you are with if 

relevant. 
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o Example: "I usually start my weekends with a morning jog in the park nearby. 

It's refreshing and energizes me for the day ahead. After that, I often meet 

friends for brunch at a local café where we catch up on each other's lives." 

• Special Occasions: Mention any special activities that might not happen every 

weekend but are a regular part of how you like to spend your time off. 

o Example: "Once a month, I volunteer at a local animal shelter. It's something I 

look forward to because it allows me to help out in the community and spend 

time with animals, which I love." 

Potential Question 4: What do you do to relax? 

How to Answer: 

• Relaxation Techniques: Discuss the specific activities that help you relax. Explain 

why these activities are relaxing to you, possibly mentioning their emotional or 

physical benefits. 

o Example: "To relax, I often practice yoga in the evenings. It helps me to 

unwind and maintain flexibility. The meditative aspect of yoga also helps me 

to clear my mind of the day's stress." 

• Hobbies as Relaxation: If your hobbies contribute to your relaxation, describe them 

and explain how they provide relief or enjoyment. 

o Example: "I also enjoy painting watercolours. Focusing on the colours and 

designs takes my mind off any worries and refreshes my spirit." 

Potential Question 5: Are there any new activities or hobbies you’d like to try? / 

What’s something new you want to start doing in your free time? 

How to Answer: 

• Identify the Hobby: Start by naming the new hobby or activity you’re interested in. 

Be specific to create a clear picture for the examiner. 

o Example: "I've been really interested in starting archery. It’s something that 

I’ve always found fascinating, especially after watching Olympic archers 

compete." 
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• Reasons for Interest: Explain why this particular activity appeals to you. You might 

mention aspects like the skills it requires, its benefits, or how it complements your 

existing hobbies. 

o Example: "The precision and focus required in archery appeal to me because I 

enjoy activities that challenge both my body and mind. Plus, it seems like a 

meditative practice that could help improve my concentration." 

Potential Question 6: Have your hobbies changed as you've gotten older? 

How to Answer: 

• Chronological Evolution: Start by describing the hobbies you engaged in at a 

younger age and trace how your interests evolved into your current hobbies. 

o Example: "As a teenager, I was really into skateboarding and spent most of 

my free time at the skate park. However, as I've gotten older, I've shifted 

towards more varied physical activities like yoga and trail running, which I find 

more sustainable and fulfilling." 

• Reasons for Change: Explain why your hobbies changed. Changes might be due to 

lifestyle, shifting priorities, physical ability, or even changes in your social circle. 

o Example: "My transition from skateboarding to yoga came about as I started 

valuing mindfulness and physical wellness more. Yoga offers both a physical 

challenge and a mental release, which fits my current needs perfectly." 

Potential Question 7: Did you have different hobbies when you were younger? 

How to Answer: 

• Contrast Past and Present: Clearly delineate between your past and current 

hobbies, emphasizing how and why these changes occurred. 

o Example: "When I was younger, I used to collect stamps, which was a hobby I 

shared with my grandfather. It was a way for us to bond. Nowadays, I’m more 

interested in digital photography. It allows me to capture moments just like I 

did with stamp collecting, but it also lets me explore my creativity in a modern 

format." 
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• Development Over Time: Discuss how the skills or interests from your earlier 

hobbies might have influenced or transitioned into new interests. 

o Example: "My interest in photography actually stems from the detailed 

attention I developed while collecting stamps. I learned to appreciate the 

small details and stories behind each image, whether it's a stamp or a photo." 

 

Related Vocabulary 

• Engross: To capture the full attention or interest of someone. 

Example: "I am often so engrossed in my painting that hours pass without my noticing." 

• Cultivate: To develop or improve by education or training. 

Example: "Over the years, I've cultivated my interest in gardening, which has become a 

rewarding hobby." 

• Intricate: Very complicated or detailed. 

Example: "I enjoy assembling intricate model trains that require a lot of attention to 

detail." 

• Leisure: Free time when one is not working or attending to other duties. 

Example: "During my leisure time, I prefer to unwind with a good book." 

• Pastime: An activity that someone does regularly for enjoyment rather than work; a 

hobby. 

Example: "One of my favourite pastimes is bird watching, which I find both calming and 

educational." 

• Craftsmanship: The quality of design and work shown in something made by hand; 

artistry. 

Example: "I appreciate woodworking because it allows me to express my 

craftsmanship." 
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• Dabble: To take part in an activity in a casual or superficial way. 

Example: "I dabble in photography, mainly on weekends during family gatherings." 

• Recreational: Relating to or denoting activity done for enjoyment when one is not 

working. 

Example: "My recreational activities include hiking and swimming." 

• Innovative: Featuring new methods; advanced and original. 

Example: "I am always looking for innovative techniques to improve my cooking skills." 

• Versatile: Able to adapt or be adapted to many different functions or activities. 

Example: "I find playing the guitar to be versatile; it's suitable for many kinds of music 

and social settings." 

• Meticulous: Showing great attention to detail; very careful and precise. 

Example: "Scrapbooking requires meticulous effort to ensure that every piece fits 

perfectly on the page." 

• Curate: Select, organize, and look after the items in (a collection or exhibition). 

Example: "I curate my collection of vintage comic books, which I display in my study." 

• Therapeutic: Having a healing effect; soothing. 

Example: "Knitting is therapeutic for me; it helps me manage stress." 

• Vigorous: Strong, healthy, and full of energy. 

Example: "I engage in vigorous activities such as mountain biking and kayaking to keep 

fit." 

• Synchronize: Cause to occur or operate at the same time or rate. 

Example: "I synchronize my music playlists with my fitness routines to enhance my 

workout experience." 

• Finesse: Intricate and refined delicacy. 
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Example: "Playing the violin requires a lot of finesse, especially in controlling bow 

movements." 

• Immerse: Involve oneself deeply in a particular activity. 

Example: "I immerse myself in the study of foreign languages, currently focusing on 

Japanese." 

• Refinement: The process of removing impurities or unwanted elements from a 

substance. 

Example: "The refinement of my piano playing skills took years of dedicated practice." 

• Adept: Highly skilled or proficient at something. 

Example: "I am adept at chess, often participating in regional tournaments." 

• Enthral: Capture the fascinated attention of. 

Example: "I'm enthralled by digital art creation; it allows endless creativity and 

expression." 

• Medley: A varied mixture of people or things; a miscellany. 

Example: "I enjoy a medley of activities on my vacations, from snorkeling to exploring 

ancient ruins." 

• Pursuit: An activity that someone engages in as a hobby or profession. 

Example: "Photography is not just a hobby but a serious pursuit that I dedicate much of 

my free time to." 

• Stimulating: Encouraging or arousing interest or enthusiasm. 

Example: "Sudoku and other puzzle games are stimulating and help improve my 

problem-solving skills." 

• Vivacious: (Especially of a woman) attractively lively and animated. 

Example: "My vivacious interest in dance keeps me active and connects me with vibrant 

cultures around the world." 
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• Connoisseur: An expert judge in matters of taste. 

Example: "As a wine connoisseur, I spend weekends visiting vineyards and tasting 

different blends." 

• Tranquillity: The quality or state of being tranquil; calm. 

Example: "I find tranquillity in fishing, sitting by the lake for hours in peaceful silence." 

• Philanthropic: Seeking to promote the welfare of others, especially by donating 

money to good causes. 

Example: "My philanthropic activities include volunteering at the local shelter and 

organizing charity runs." 

• Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; an inclination or 

predisposition toward a particular thing. 

Example: "I have a proclivity for outdoor sports, especially those that challenge my 

endurance." 

• Nuanced: Characterized by subtle shades of meaning or expression. 

Example: "I appreciate nuanced flavours in gourmet cooking, which is why I take 

cooking classes to refine my palate." 

• Orchestrate: Arrange or direct the elements of (a situation) to produce a desired 

effect, especially surreptitiously. 

Example: "I orchestrate monthly music nights with friends, where everyone brings an 

instrument and we improvise together." 

• Resilience: The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness. 

Example: "Running marathons has not only been a test of physical endurance but has 

also built my resilience." 

• Panache: Flamboyant confidence of style or manner. 

Example: "I like to bring a bit of panache to my performances on stage, dressing up in 

bold outfits and engaging dynamically with the audience." 
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• Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something. 

Example: "My curiosity drives my hobby of astronomy; I spend nights stargazing and 

learning about constellations." 

• Harmonize: Add notes to (a melody) to produce harmony. 

Example: "I play the guitar and harmonize with friends who sing, creating beautiful 

music together." 

 

5. Family and Friends 

The topic of "Family and Friends" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 is designed to evaluate your 

ability to converse about personal and relational aspects of your life. This topic allows 

examiners to see how well you can describe relationships and engage in discussions that 

require emotional and cultural insights. Here's a detailed look at how to effectively discuss 

this topic using the suggested vocabulary. 

Potential Question 1: Can you tell me a little about your family? 

How to Answer: 

• Family Composition: Start by describing the basic structure of your family. Mention 

the number of people in your family and their roles (e.g., parents, siblings). 

o Example: "I belong to a moderately sized family, which includes my parents, 

one younger brother, and myself. My father is an architect, and my mother is 

a teacher. My brother is currently a high school student." 

• Characteristics: Discuss some distinctive characteristics or qualities of your family. 

This could be about how they interact, traditions, or any shared interests. 

o Example: "We are a family that loves the outdoors. Weekends often find us 

on hiking trails or cycling in the countryside, which has been a tradition since I 

was a child." 

Potential Question 2: How many members are there in your family? 
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How to Answer: 

• Simple Count: Provide a simple count of your family members and, if possible, 

briefly introduce them. 

o Example: "There are four members in my family. Besides my parents, I have 

an older sister who has recently graduated from college and started her 

career in graphic design." 

• Roles and Relationships: Elaborate a bit on the role each member plays within the 

family or any specific relationships that might be interesting or relevant. 

o Example: "My sister and I are very friendly; we share a lot of interests and 

support each other’s aspirations. She often gives me advice on my studies 

and career plans." 

Potential Question 3: What sort of relationship do you have with your family 

members? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe General Dynamics: Begin by outlining the overall dynamics of your family 

relationships. Mention the tone and nature of interactions within your family. 

o Example: "We have a very supportive and open relationship in my family. 

Communication is a big part of how we stay connected, whether it's 

discussing our day at the dinner table or solving problems together." 

• Emphasize Emotional Closeness: Talk about the emotional closeness between you 

and your family members. This could include shared values, mutual respect, or how 

you support each other. 

o Example: "Respect and understanding are the foundations of our family 

relations. We always make sure everyone’s voice is heard, which strengthens 

our bond." 

Potential Question 4: Who are you closest to in your family? 

How to Answer: 
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• Identify the Person: Clearly state which family member you are closest to and briefly 

introduce them if you haven’t already. 

o Example: "I'm particularly close to my mother. She's not only a parent but 

also a mentor and friend to me." 

• Describe the Relationship: Explain why you are closest to this person. Discuss 

common interests, experiences, or the type of support they provide. 

o Example: "My mother and I share a passion for literature. We often exchange 

books and discuss them. This shared interest has kept us connected and has 

been a source of many insightful conversations." 

Potential Question 5: What kind of activities do you enjoy as a family? 

How to Answer: 

• List Specific Activities: Start by listing specific activities that your family enjoys 

together. This could include routine events or special occasions. 

o Example: "As a family, we enjoy various activities that bring us closer, such as 

weekly board game nights, seasonal hiking trips, and annual vacations to 

different national parks." 

• Explain the Significance: Discuss why these activities are important. Highlight how 

they contribute to strengthening your familial ties. 

o Example: "These activities are crucial for us; they help us disconnect from our 

busy schedules and focus on spending quality time together. It's during these 

moments that we really bond and create lasting memories." 

Potential Question 6: Do you spend much time with your family? 

How to Answer: 

• Frequency of Interaction: Clearly state how often you spend time with your family. 

Be specific about the frequency and types of interactions. 

o Example: "Yes, I spend a considerable amount of time with my family. We 

make it a priority to dine together every evening and spend most of the 

weekend engaged in outdoor activities or visiting relatives." 
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• Quality of Time Spent: Emphasize the quality of the time spent together, not just 

the quantity. Describe how these moments are spent and why they are meaningful. 

o Example: "The time we spend together is always engaging and meaningful. 

Whether we're cooking a meal together or attending a local concert, each 

moment is about reconnecting and sharing parts of our lives." 

Potential Question 7: Can you describe your circle of friends? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe the Group: Begin by giving a brief overview of who your friends are, 

possibly including how you met and what binds you together. 

o Example: "My circle of friends consists of people I met during university and a 

few from my childhood neighbourhood. We've bonded over shared interests 

like hiking, literature, and a love for music." 

• Role They Play: Discuss the roles these friends play in your life, highlighting the 

support they provide and the value they add to your daily experiences. 

o Example: "These friends are more like family to me. They provide emotional 

support during tough times, and we celebrate together during moments of 

joy. Our friendship is built on trust and mutual respect, which makes it very 

special." 

Potential Question 8: How often do you see your friends? 

How to Answer: 

• Frequency of Interaction: Be specific about how often you meet and what you 

usually do during those meetings. 

o Example: "We try to meet at least once a week, usually on weekends. We 

might go out for a meal, see a movie, or just hang out at someone’s place to 

catch up on each other's lives." 

• Importance of Staying Connected: Explain why maintaining these connections is 

important to you. Reflect on what these gatherings mean to your social and 

emotional well-being. 
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o Example: "Staying connected with my friends is crucial for me. It helps 

maintain a sense of continuity and belonging, especially in a fast-paced world. 

These moments allow us to share our challenges and triumphs, keeping our 

bonds strong." 

Related Vocabulary 

• Affectionate: Showing fondness or tenderness. 

Example: "My grandmother is very affectionate, always greeting us with warm hugs and 

kind words." 

• Bond: A strong connection or tie between people. 

Example: "The bond between my sister and me has strengthened over the years 

through shared experiences and mutual support." 

• Companionship: Friendship; company. 

Example: "I value the companionship of my close friends, who provide comfort and joy 

in my daily life." 

• Confidant: Someone to whom one tells personal matters. 

Example: "My brother is not just a sibling but also my confidant, the first person I turn 

to in times of need." 

• Empathetic: Showing an ability to understand and share the feelings of another. 

Example: "My best friend is incredibly empathetic, always able to sense how I’m feeling 

without me having to say anything." 

• Familial: Relating to or occurring in a family or its members. 

Example: "We hold a familial gathering every year to celebrate our heritage and 

strengthen our bonds." 

• Harmony: Agreement or accord. 

Example: "Despite occasional disagreements, there is a deep sense of harmony in my 

family." 
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• Inseparable: Unable to be separated or treated separately. 

Example: "Growing up, my cousin and I were inseparable, always embarking on new 

adventures together." 

• Loyalty: A strong feeling of support or allegiance. 

Example: "Loyalty is the cornerstone of my friendships; it’s what makes them enduring 

and profound." 

• Nurture: Care for and encourage the growth or development of. 

Example: "My parents nurtured my interests from a young age, which helped me 

develop a love for the arts." 

• Proximity: Nearness in space, time, or relationship. 

Example: "Living in close proximity to my extended family has allowed us to maintain a 

tight-knit relationship." 

• Reciprocal: Given, felt, or done in return. 

Example: "Friendship is a reciprocal relationship; each person gives and receives support 

and affection." 

• Solidarity: Unity or agreement of feeling or action. 

Example: "In times of crisis, the solidarity within my community is palpable, with friends 

and neighbours coming together to support one another." 

• Symbiotic: Involving interaction between two different entities for mutual benefit. 

Example: "My relationship with my study partner is symbiotic; we help each other 

understand complex topics." 

• Unconditional: Not subject to any conditions. 

Example: "My parents' love is unconditional; they support me regardless of the 

circumstances." 

• Cohesion: The action or fact of forming a united whole. 
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Example: "Cohesion among my family members is fostered through our weekly tradition 

of family game nights." 

• Allegiance: Loyalty or commitment to a group or cause. 

Example: "My allegiance to my close friends is unwavering, especially during times when 

they need support." 

• Kinship: Blood relationship or a sharing of characteristics or origins. 

Example: "There’s a sense of kinship among all the members of our dance club, as we 

share a common passion for the arts." 

• Affinity: A natural liking for and understanding of someone or something. 

Example: "I’ve always felt a strong affinity towards my aunt, as we both enjoy painting 

and classical music." 

• Cherish: Protect and care for (someone) lovingly. 

Example: "I cherish the moments I spend with my grandparents, learning from their 

experiences and stories." 

• Comradery: Mutual trust and friendship among people who spend a lot of time 

together. 

Example: "The comradery in our study group helps us all stay motivated and perform 

better academically." 

• Devotion: Love, loyalty, or enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. 

Example: "Her devotion to her family is evident in the way she prioritizes their needs 

above her own." 

• Endearing: Inspiring love or affection. 

Example: "My little brother’s endearing smile always brightens up my day." 

• Foster: Encourage the development of (something, especially something desirable). 

Example: "My parents foster an environment of open communication, which helps us 

resolve conflicts quickly." 
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• Intimacy: Close familiarity or friendship; closeness. 

Example: "The intimacy between lifelong friends is often so deep that they can 

understand each other’s thoughts without words." 

• Rapport: A close and harmonious relationship in which the people or groups 

concerned understand each other’s feelings or ideas and communicate well. 

Example: "I have built a strong rapport with my mentor, which has greatly enhanced my 

learning experience." 

• Resonate: Produce or be filled with a deep, full, reverberating sound. 

Example: "The values my friend espouses resonate deeply with my own, strengthening 

our bond." 

• Sustenance: The maintaining of someone or something in life or existence. 

Example: "Good friendships provide not just fun but also emotional sustenance in 

difficult times." 

• Synergy: The interaction or cooperation of two or more organizations, substances, 

or other agents to produce a combined effect greater than the sum of their separate 

effects. 

Example: "There’s a real synergy when my family works together on a project, as 

everyone brings different skills and ideas." 

• Tenacity: The quality or fact of being able to grip something firmly; persistence. 

Example: "The tenacity of our friendship is evident, having lasted through various 

phases of life and numerous challenges." 

 

6. Food and Cooking 

Discussing "Food and Cooking" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 offers a delightful opportunity to 

showcase your vocabulary and ability to describe experiences, habits, and cultural contexts. 
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It's a universally relatable topic that allows you to express personal preferences and share 

insights into your culture. Let’s explore how you might discuss this topic during your exam. 

Potential Question 1: What's your favourite food? 

How to Answer: 

• Identify the Dish: Start by clearly naming your favourite food. This can be a specific 

dish or a type of cuisine. 

o Example: "My absolute favourite food is sushi, particularly salmon nigiri. It’s 

simple yet incredibly flavourful." 

• Describe the Ingredients and Preparation: Provide details about what goes into 

the dish and how it's prepared, which shows your knowledge and appreciation of the 

cuisine. 

o Example: "Salmon nigiri consists of thinly sliced, fresh salmon placed over a 

mound of vinegared rice. It’s often served with a dab of wasabi and soy sauce 

on the side." 

• Personal Connection: Explain why this food is your favourite. This could be because 

of taste, the memories associated with it, or the experience of eating it. 

o Example: "I love it not only for its clean and delicate flavour but also because 

it reminds me of my first trip to Japan, where I experienced authentic sushi for 

the first time." 

Potential Question 2: Is there a particular dish you really like? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe the Dish: Give a vivid description of the dish, mentioning specific 

ingredients that make it special. 

o Example: "I really enjoy Thai green curry. It’s made with coconut milk, green 

curry paste, chicken, and a variety of vegetables like bell peppers and bamboo 

shoots." 

• Explain Your Preference: Discuss what specifically draws you to this dish—be it the 

flavour, the spice level, or how it's served. 
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o Example: "The blend of spicy, sweet, and creamy flavours makes it incredibly 

satisfying. The heat from the green chilies is perfectly balanced with the 

sweetness of the coconut milk." 

• Cultural or Emotional Significance: If applicable, mention any cultural significance 

or personal memories associated with the dish. 

o Example: "This dish is special to me because it’s something my best friend 

introduced me to during a local cultural festival. We’ve since made it a 

tradition to cook it together several times a year." 

Potential Question 3: Do you enjoy cooking? 

How to Answer: 

• Express Your Feelings About Cooking: Clearly state whether you enjoy cooking 

and explain why. This can reflect your passion, practicality, or any specific 

motivations. 

o Example: "Yes, I genuinely enjoy cooking. It's more than just a necessity for 

me; it's a way to express creativity. Experimenting with different ingredients 

and techniques is always exciting." 

• Describe Your Cooking Style: Talk about what type of cooking you enjoy, whether 

it's preparing elaborate meals, baking, or making quick and healthy dishes. 

o Example: "I particularly enjoy baking. There's something incredibly satisfying 

about the precise nature of it and the joy of sharing what I've made with 

friends and family." 

Potential Question 4: How often do you cook at home? 

How to Answer: 

• Frequency of Cooking: Specify how often you cook at home. Provide a realistic 

overview of your routine to give the examiner a clear picture of your daily or weekly 

habits. 

o Example: "I cook at home most days of the week. Typically, I prepare breakfast 

and dinner, which allows me to ensure I'm eating healthy and fresh meals." 
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• Reasons for Cooking Frequency: Explain why you cook as often as you do. This 

could be due to lifestyle choices, health considerations, or simply a love for cooking. 

o Example: "Cooking daily is important to me because it ensures I have control 

over the nutritional content of my meals, and it's also a great way to decompress 

after a day's work." 

Potential Question 5: Are there any foods in your country that are significant for 

cultural reasons? / Can you tell me about a traditional dish from your country? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe the Dish: Provide a detailed description of a traditional dish, including its 

ingredients, preparation, and how it is served. 

o Example: "A traditional dish from my country is 'Bakso,' which is an 

Indonesian meatball soup. The meatballs are made from beef and are served 

in a savory broth with noodles, sprinkled with fried shallots and celery." 

• Discuss Its Significance: Explain the cultural or regional importance of the dish, 

including any specific times it is eaten or rituals associated with it. 

o Example: "Bakso is particularly popular during the rainy season as it’s hearty 

and warming. It's also a common street food, loved for its affordability and 

flavor. It’s not just a meal; it’s a comfort food that brings back fond memories 

of childhood for many Indonesians." 

Related Vocabulary 

• Gastronomy: The practice or art of choosing, cooking, and eating good food. 

Example: "The gastronomy of Italy is renowned worldwide, particularly for its emphasis on 

fresh ingredients and bold flavours." 

• Culinary: Relating to cooking. 

Example: "She pursued a career in the culinary arts because she loved the creativity and 

immediacy of cooking." 
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• Gourmet: Of a standard suitable for or characteristic of a gourmet, a connoisseur of 

good food. 

Example: "The restaurant is famous for its gourmet dishes that blend local and international 

flavours." 

• Palate: A person's ability to taste and distinguish different flavours. 

Example: "Over the years, traveling through Asia has significantly refined my palate." 

• Savory: Pleasantly salty or spicy rather than sweet. 

Example: "My favourite type of breakfast is savory, such as a plate of fluffy scrambled eggs 

with herbs." 

• Decadent: Luxuriously indulgent. 

Example: "The chocolate mousse was decadent, with a rich texture that melted in your 

mouth." 

• Morsel: A small piece of food. 

Example: "Each morsel of the artisanal cheese was a delight, paired perfectly with vintage 

wine." 

• Infuse: To steep in liquid (such as water) without boiling so as to extract the soluble 

constituents or principles. 

Example: "The chef suggested infusing the oil with garlic to achieve a subtle yet deep 

flavour." 

• Zesty: Having a strong, pleasant, and somewhat spicy flavour or smell. 

Example: "I added some zesty lemon zest to the cake batter for a fresh burst of flavour." 

• Umami: A category of taste in food (besides sweet, sour, salt, and bitter), 

corresponding to the flavour of glutamates, especially monosodium glutamate. 

Example: "The umami flavour in the mushroom soup comes from the slow-cooked broth." 

• Simmer: To cook in liquid just below the boiling point. 
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Example: "The stew must simmer for several hours to allow the flavours to fully develop." 

• Delectable: Delicious. 

Example: "The pastries at that new bakery are absolutely delectable; each one is a work of 

art." 

• Marinate: To soak food in a sauce before cooking to make it more tender or 

flavourful. 

Example: "I usually marinate the chicken overnight to ensure it’s flavourful and tender." 

• Piquant: Having a pleasantly sharp taste or appetizing flavour. 

Example: "The piquant sauce made from fresh herbs and spices was the perfect 

complement to the grilled fish." 

• Wholesome: Conducive to or suggestive of good health and physical well-being. 

Example: "The menu focuses on wholesome meals, incorporating an abundance of fruits, 

vegetables, and whole grains." 

• Blend: To mix (a substance) with another substance so that they combine together 

as a mass. 

Example: "For the smoothie, blend fresh berries, yogurt, and a spoonful of honey until 

smooth." 

• Ferment: Undergo fermentation; a metabolic process that produces chemical 

changes in organic substrates through the action of enzymes. 

Example: "Homemade sauerkraut is easy to make; simply allow the cabbage to ferment in a 

saltwater brine." 

• Artisanal: Made in a traditional or non-mechanized way using high-quality 

ingredients. 

Example: "The artisanal bread at the local bakery is crafted using an age-old process and 

organic ingredients, resulting in superior flavour." 

• Concoct: To prepare or make by combining ingredients, especially in cooking. 
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Example: "For the party, I concocted a punch using tropical fruits and a splash of sparkling 

water." 

• Craveable: Highly desirable, especially in terms of food that is very appealing and 

makes one want to eat it. 

Example: "The restaurant’s signature truffle fries are craveable; once you start, it’s hard to 

stop eating them." 

• Fusion: The process or result of joining two or more things together to form a single 

entity, particularly in the context of various styles and ingredients in cooking. 

Example: "The chef specializes in Asian-Latin fusion cuisine, blending bold spices and 

unique ingredients from both cultures." 

• Gratify: To give pleasure or satisfaction, especially in relation to eating enjoyable 

food. 

Example: "This meal will gratify fans of spicy food with its layers of heat and flavor." 

• Hearty: (Of food) wholesome and substantial. 

Example: "After a long hike, a hearty meal of stew and fresh bread is exactly what you need 

to replenish your energy." 

• Innovative: (Of a product, idea, etc.) featuring new methods; advanced and original, 

especially in the context of cooking and food preparation. 

Example: "The menu is innovative, featuring dishes like deconstructed lasagna and 

molecular gastronomy desserts." 

• Nourish: To provide with the food or other substances necessary for growth, health, 

and good condition. 

Example: "This kitchen garden not only adds beauty to our home but also nourishes us with 

fresh herbs and vegetables." 

• Palatable: (Of food or drink) pleasant to taste. 

Example: "Although the medicine was bitter, the nurse mixed it with a palatable syrup to 

make it easier to swallow." 
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• Rustic: Simple, artless, or unsophisticated, especially relating to a style of cooking 

and presentation that emphasizes natural flavours and simplicity. 

Example: "We enjoyed a rustic meal of homemade bread, cheese, and cured meats, all 

produced locally." 

• Savor: To enjoy food or an experience slowly, in order to appreciate it fully. 

Example: "Savor each bite of this gourmet chocolate, which has hints of vanilla and 

caramel." 

• Seasoned: Accustomed to particular conditions; experienced, especially applied to 

food which is well-flavoured. 

Example: "The chef is seasoned in French cooking techniques, ensuring each dish is 

balanced and flavourful." 

• Tantalize: To torment or tease someone with the sight or promise of something that 

is unobtainable or beyond reach, especially an appetizing dish. 

Example: "The aroma from the kitchen tantalized us as we waited eagerly for dinner." 

• Whet: To sharpen the edge or appetite; to make keen or more acute. 

Example: "The small appetizer was just enough to whet our appetites before the main 

course." 

• Zest: A piece of the peel of a citrus fruit (such as lemon or orange) used as 

flavouring. 

Example: "Adding lemon zest to the cake batter infused it with a bright, citrusy flavour that 

elevated the whole dessert." 

 

7. Technology 

The topic of "Technology" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 is a contemporary and relatable subject 

that allows candidates to demonstrate their familiarity with modern innovations and express 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 131 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

opinions about their digital lives. Here’s how to effectively navigate this topic, using the 

suggested vocabulary to enrich your responses. 

Potential Question 1: What kind of gadgets do you use daily? 

How to Answer: 

• List Your Gadgets: Start by naming the gadgets you use regularly. Be specific about 

each device's role in your daily routine. 

o Example: "Every day, I use a range of gadgets that streamline my activities. My 

smartphone, laptop, and smartwatch are integral to my daily operations." 

• Explain Their Functions: For each gadget mentioned, describe its primary functions 

and how it benefits your daily life. 

o Example: "My laptop is crucial for my work as it allows me to process data, 

participate in virtual meetings, and manage projects efficiently. Meanwhile, my 

smartwatch keeps me on schedule with its reminders and health tracking 

features." 

Potential Question 2: Which gadget is most important to you? 

How to Answer: 

• Identify the Gadget: Clearly state which gadget is most important to you and why. 

o Example: "The most important gadget for me is my smartphone. It serves 

multiple purposes beyond just communication." 

• Detail Its Importance: Discuss why this gadget is essential. Mention any specific 

features that make it indispensable. 

o Example: "My smartphone not only keeps me connected with work and family 

but also serves as my navigator, my banking tool, and my primary source of news 

and entertainment. It’s like having a mini computer in my pocket." 

Potential Question 3: How has technology changed the way you live? 

How to Answer: 
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• Acknowledge the Broad Impact: Start by acknowledging the general impact 

technology has had on modern living, setting the stage for a detailed discussion. 

o Example: "Technology has fundamentally transformed nearly every aspect of my 

life, from communication and entertainment to work and health management." 

• Provide Specific Examples: Detail how particular technologies have altered your 

daily activities or routines. 

o Example: "For instance, smart home devices like thermostats and lighting 

systems have automated tasks that I used to handle manually, which has not only 

saved time but also energy. Additionally, cloud-based tools have enabled me to 

work remotely, giving me flexibility and reducing my commute time." 

Potential Question 4: Do you think technology has made your life easier or more 

complicated? 

How to Answer: 

• Present Both Sides: It’s effective to present both the positive and negative aspects 

to provide a balanced view. 

o Example: "While technology has undoubtedly made my life easier by enhancing 

convenience and efficiency, it also introduces complexities, particularly with the 

need to manage security risks and maintain privacy." 

• Elaborate with Personal Insights: Dive deeper into how technology’s advantages 

and disadvantages specifically affect your life. 

o Example: "On one hand, apps that automate bill payments and manage 

schedules are incredibly convenient, freeing up time for personal pursuits. On the 

other hand, the sheer volume of digital communication I receive daily can be 

overwhelming and sometimes detracts from face-to-face interactions with family 

and friends." 

Potential Question 5: What do you think about social media? 

How to Answer: 
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• State Your General Opinion: Begin with a general statement about your stance on 

social media, setting the tone for a more detailed discussion. 

o Example: "Overall, I see social media as a double-edged sword. It's 

transformative in how we communicate and access information, yet it has its 

pitfalls." 

• Discuss Benefits: Highlight the positive aspects of social media, such as connectivity, 

information access, and community building. 

o Example: "Social media has made it incredibly easy to stay in touch with friends 

and family around the world, and it's a vital tool for promoting social causes and 

mobilizing community action. It's also invaluable for networking professionally." 

• Address Drawbacks: Acknowledge the negative impacts, such as issues related to 

privacy, mental health, and misinformation. 

o Example: "However, the downsides are significant. It can be a major source of 

distraction, contribute to anxiety through constant social comparison, and the 

privacy concerns with how personal data is used and shared are troubling." 

Potential Question 6: How often do you use social media? 

How to Answer: 

• Quantify Your Usage: Be specific about how frequently you engage with social 

media platforms. 

o Example: "I use social media daily, usually checking my feeds several times 

throughout the day to catch up on news and updates from friends." 

• Purpose of Usage: Explain what you use social media for, which can illustrate how it 

fits into your life. 

o Example: "Primarily, I use social media for keeping abreast of current events and 

staying connected with my professional network on platforms like LinkedIn." 

• Reflect on Usage Patterns: Optionally, you can reflect on how your social media 

usage has evolved or how you manage its impact on your life. 
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o Example: "I’ve become more mindful of the time I spend on social media. I 

recently started using app limit features on my phone to reduce screen time, 

especially before bedtime, to improve my sleep quality." 

Related Vocabulary 

• Innovative: Featuring new methods; advanced and original. 

Example: "The innovative design of the new smartphone allows for a longer battery life 

and better user interface." 

• Cutting-edge: The leading position in terms of technology or innovations. 

Example: "This software company is known for its cutting-edge technologies that have 

revolutionized data management." 

• Automation: The use of largely automatic equipment in a system of manufacturing 

or other production processes. 

Example: "Automation in our factory has increased production speed and reduced 

errors significantly." 

• Cyberspace: The notional environment in which communication over computer 

networks occurs. 

Example: "With the growth of the internet, cyberspace has become a vital arena for 

information exchange and digital commerce." 

• Artificial Intelligence (AI): The simulation of human intelligence in machines that 

are programmed to think and learn like humans. 

Example: "Artificial Intelligence is transforming industries by enabling machines to carry 

out tasks that typically require human intelligence." 

• Blockchain: A system in which records transactions made in bitcoin or another 

cryptocurrency are maintained across several computers that are linked in a peer-to-

peer network. 

Example: "Blockchain technology is praised for its ability to ensure transparency and 

security in financial transactions." 
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• Cloud Computing: The practice of using a network of remote servers hosted on the 

Internet to store, manage, and process data. 

Example: "Cloud computing has facilitated remote work, allowing employees to access 

their work files from anywhere in the world." 

• Data Mining: The practice of examining large databases to generate new 

information. 

Example: "Data mining techniques are crucial for businesses to understand consumer 

behaviour and optimize marketing strategies." 

• Digital Native: A person born or brought up during the age of digital technology, 

thus familiar with computers and the Internet from an early age. 

Example: "Digital natives are incredibly proficient with technology, often finding new 

ways to leverage it for personal and professional use." 

• Encryption: The process of converting information or data into a code, especially to 

prevent unauthorized access. 

Example: "Encryption is essential for protecting sensitive data from cyber threats." 

• Internet of Things (IoT): The interconnection via the internet of computing devices 

embedded in everyday objects, enabling them to send and receive data. 

Example: "The Internet of Things has the potential to dramatically change our daily lives 

by interconnecting household devices." 

• Machine Learning: A branch of artificial intelligence based on the idea that systems 

can learn from data, identify patterns, and make decisions with minimal human 

intervention. 

Example: "Machine learning is at the heart of many applications we use daily, from voice 

recognition systems to personalized content recommendations." 

• Quantum Computing: A type of computing that uses quantum-mechanical 

phenomena, such as superposition and entanglement, to perform operations on 

data. 
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Example: "Quantum computing promises to solve complex problems much faster than 

classical computers." 

• User Interface (UI): The means by which the user and a computer system interact, in 

particular the use of input devices and software. 

Example: "A well-designed user interface can greatly enhance the user experience, 

making software intuitive and easy to navigate." 

• Virtual Reality (VR): The use of computer technology to create a simulated 

environment that can be explored in 360 degrees. 

Example: "Virtual reality is becoming increasingly popular in gaming, providing 

immersive experiences that were previously impossible." 

• Wearable Technology: Electronic technologies or devices worn by consumers to 

track health and fitness data or accomplish tasks. 

Example: "Wearable technology, like smartwatches, has made it easier to monitor health 

metrics such as heart rate and physical activity." 

• Augmented Reality (AR): An interactive experience of a real-world environment 

where the objects that reside in the real world are enhanced by computer-generated 

perceptual information. 

Example: "Augmented reality is revolutionizing educational tools by providing 

interactive and immersive learning experiences that engage students in a novel way." 

• Biometrics: Statistical analysis of biological data, typically used for identification and 

access control based on unique physical or behavioural characteristics. 

Example: "Airports increasingly rely on biometric technology, such as fingerprint and 

facial recognition systems, to enhance security measures." 

• Cryptocurrency: A digital or virtual currency that uses cryptography for security, 

making it difficult to counterfeit. 

Example: "Bitcoin, a popular cryptocurrency, has gained significant attention as an 

investment and a revolutionary approach to decentralized financial transactions." 
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• Deep Learning: A subset of machine learning in artificial intelligence that has 

networks capable of learning unsupervised from data that is unstructured or 

unlabelled. 

Example: "Deep learning drives many of the advancements in AI, from voice recognition 

in smartphones to diagnostic accuracy in healthcare." 

• E-commerce: Commercial transactions conducted electronically on the internet. 

Example: "E-commerce has transformed retail by allowing consumers to shop for 

virtually anything online and have it delivered directly to their doorstep." 

• Firmware: Permanent software programmed into a read-only memory, the basic 

programmed instructions for operating electronic devices. 

Example: "Regular firmware updates are essential to ensure that devices operate 

efficiently and securely." 

• Geotagging: The process of adding geographical identification metadata to various 

media such as photographs, video, or social media posts, indicating where the 

content was created. 

Example: "Geotagging photos on social networks can help users connect their content 

with specific locations, enhancing the storytelling aspect of their posts." 

• Haptic Technology: Technology that recreates the sense of touch by applying 

forces, vibrations, or motions to the user. 

Example: "Haptic technology in video games enhances the immersive experience by 

simulating physical sensations that correspond to on-screen actions." 

• Interoperability: The ability of computer systems or software to exchange and make 

use of information. 

Example: "Interoperability among different health information systems can significantly 

improve the quality of care by ensuring that patient data is accessible across various 

platforms." 
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• Neural Networks: A series of algorithms that attempt to recognize underlying 

relationships in a set of data through a process that mimics the way the human brain 

operates. 

Example: "Neural networks are at the core of many advanced AI systems, enabling them 

to 'learn' from large amounts of data." 

• Phishing: The attempt to obtain sensitive information such as usernames, passwords, 

and credit card details by disguising as a trustworthy entity in an electronic 

communication. 

Example: "Awareness and training on phishing tactics are crucial to safeguard personal 

and organizational data from cyber threats." 

• Responsive Design: An approach to web design that makes web pages render well 

on a variety of devices and window or screen sizes. 

Example: "Responsive design is critical for modern websites, ensuring that they provide 

an optimal viewing experience across all devices, from desktops to smartphones." 

• Silicon Valley: A region in California known as a hub for high technology and 

innovation. 

Example: "Many tech giants, like Google and Apple, are headquartered in Silicon Valley, 

drawing talent from across the globe." 

• Telemedicine: The remote diagnosis and treatment of patients by means of 

telecommunications technology. 

Example: "Telemedicine has become increasingly popular, allowing patients to consult 

with their doctors via video conferencing without the need to travel." 

• UX (User Experience): Refers to a person's emotions and attitudes about using a 

particular product, system, or service; it includes the practical, experiential, affective, 

meaningful, and valuable aspects of human-computer interaction. 

Example: "A good UX design not only makes applications user-friendly but also 

enhances customer satisfaction and loyalty." 
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8. Travel and Holidays 

The topic of "Travel and Holidays" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 allows you to showcase your 

experiences, aspirations, and the broader impacts of travel on personal and cultural levels. 

Here’s a detailed guide on how to discuss this topic, integrating the suggested vocabulary 

effectively. 

Potential Question 1: Can you tell me about a recent trip you took? 

How to Answer: 

• Provide an Overview: Start with a brief overview of the trip, including the 

destination and the purpose of the visit. 

o Example: "I recently travelled to Kyoto, Japan, for a week-long vacation. It 

was a trip aimed at exploring Japanese culture and history." 

• Detail Your Activities: Describe the activities and places you visited in detail. Use 

descriptive language to bring your experiences to life. 

o Example: "During my stay, I visited several iconic temples, including Kinkaku-

ji, the Golden Pavilion, which was stunningly beautiful. We also participated in 

a traditional tea ceremony, which was a serene and enlightening experience." 

• Highlight Memorable Moments: Discuss specific experiences that stood out as 

particularly memorable. 

o Example: "One of the highlights was walking through the Arashiyama 

Bamboo Grove at sunrise. The light filtering through the tall bamboo stalks 

created an ethereal atmosphere that was simply magical." 

Potential Question 2: What did you do on your last holiday? 

How to Answer: 

• Summarize the Trip: Give a general summary of how you spent your holiday, 

focusing on the main activities. 
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o Example: "On my last holiday, I took a road trip along the California coast. We 

stopped at various scenic points, enjoyed local cuisines, and took part in outdoor 

activities like hiking and kayaking." 

• Discuss Experiences: Elaborate on a few experiences in more detail, explaining what 

made them enjoyable or special. 

o Example: "In Big Sur, we hiked the trails that offered breathtaking views of the 

Pacific Ocean. One evening, we had a picnic dinner on the beach, watching the 

sunset, which was incredibly peaceful and picturesque." 

• Reflect on the Impact: Reflect on how the trip affected you or what you learned 

from it. 

o Example: "This trip was particularly rejuvenating. It reminded me of the 

importance of taking time away from the hustle and bustle of daily life to 

appreciate nature and relax." 

Potential Question 3: What would be your dream holiday? 

How to Answer: 

• Define Your Dream Destination: Start by clearly stating where your dream vacation 

would be and give a brief reason why this destination appeals to you. 

o Example: "My dream vacation would be a month-long tour of Japan. I’m 

fascinated by its unique blend of traditional culture and cutting-edge technology, 

not to mention the natural beauty ranging from cherry blossoms in Kyoto to the 

snow-capped peaks of Hokkaido." 

• Describe Specific Attractions: Elaborate on specific places and attractions you wish 

to visit in that destination, providing reasons for each choice. 

o Example: "I would love to start my trip in Tokyo to witness its bustling life and 

advanced robotics. Then, move to Kyoto to explore ancient temples and 

participate in a tea ceremony, providing a serene contrast to the technological 

metropolis." 

• Mention Activities: Talk about what activities you would like to engage in that are 

particular to the location. 
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o Example: "Apart from sightseeing, I’d like to take cultural workshops, like a sushi-

making class in Tokyo or a calligraphy workshop in Kyoto, to immerse myself in 

Japanese traditions." 

Potential Question 4: Where would you love to travel the most? 

How to Answer: 

• Express Personal Preferences: Discuss your top travel destination, emphasizing 

personal connections or long-held aspirations. 

o Example: "The place I’d love to travel to the most is New Zealand. Ever since I 

saw pictures of its dramatic landscapes and vibrant cultural heritage, I’ve been 

captivated by the idea of exploring it myself." 

• Highlight Natural and Cultural Features: Point out natural and cultural features of 

the location that make it particularly appealing. 

o Example: "New Zealand’s appeal for me lies in its diverse environments – from 

geothermal parks with bubbling mud pools to peaceful fjords. Additionally, 

engaging with the Māori culture and learning about their heritage would be 

incredibly enriching." 

• Link to Personal Interests: Tie your destination choice to personal interests or 

hobbies that the location could cater to. 

o Example: "As an avid hiker and nature lover, I’m drawn to New Zealand for its 

renowned trekking routes like the Tongariro Alpine Crossing, reputed for its 

breathtaking volcanic landscapes." 

Potential Question 5: Why do you think traveling is important? 

How to Answer: 

• Broadening Perspectives: Start by highlighting how traveling expands one’s 

worldview and exposes individuals to diverse cultures, practices, and philosophies. 

o Example: "Traveling is crucial as it opens your eyes to the vast diversity of the 

world. It challenges preconceptions and encourages understanding and tolerance 

by exposing you to different ways of life." 
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• Personal Growth: Discuss how traveling fosters personal development by pushing 

individuals out of their comfort zones. 

o Example: "It also plays a vital role in personal growth, as navigating new 

environments and situations builds resilience, adaptability, and self-reliance." 

• Educational Value: Point out the educational benefits of traveling, such as learning 

about history, geography, and sociology firsthand. 

o Example: "Traveling serves as an interactive educational tool that enhances 

learning about historical sites, ecological wonders, and global economic 

conditions through real-life experiences." 

Potential Question 6: What do you think are the benefits of going on holiday? 

How to Answer: 

• Relaxation and Rejuvenation: Emphasize the mental and physical health benefits of 

taking a break from the routine stresses of daily life. 

o Example: "Holidays provide a crucial break from the hustle and bustle, which is 

essential for mental and physical rejuvenation. Disconnecting from daily duties 

allows for relaxation and can significantly reduce stress." 

• Strengthening Bonds: Explain how holidays can strengthen relationships by 

spending quality time with family or friends in a relaxed setting. 

o Example: "Going on holiday often means quality time with loved ones, which can 

strengthen familial and friendship bonds. Shared experiences can forge lasting 

memories and deepen connections." 

• Inspiration and Creativity: Discuss how new experiences and environments can 

inspire creativity and bring new ideas. 

o Example: "Travel can spark creativity by providing new stimuli and ideas that 

aren't encountered in everyday environments. Many find that visiting new places 

inspires them in their work and personal projects." 

Related Vocabulary 
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• Itinerary: A planned route or journey. 

Example: "Our itinerary includes a two-day stopover in Dubai before we continue to the 

Maldives for a week of relaxation." 

• Expedition: An organized journey with a particular purpose, especially for 

exploration. 

Example: "He shared fascinating stories from his expedition to Antarctica, highlighting the 

challenges of extreme weather." 

• Cuisine: A style or method of cooking, especially as characteristic of a particular 

country, region, or establishment. 

Example: "Part of the allure of traveling to Italy is the chance to indulge in authentic Italian 

cuisine, from artisan pizzas to rich gelato." 

• Scenic: Providing or relating to views of impressive or beautiful natural scenery. 

Example: "The scenic drive along the coast offered breathtaking views of the cliffs and the 

expansive sea below." 

• Wanderlust: A strong desire to travel and explore the world. 

Example: "Wanderlust has driven me to visit over thirty countries, each offering a unique 

glimpse into different cultures and environments." 

• Picturesque: Visually attractive, especially in a quaint or charming way. 

Example: "The picturesque village nestled in the mountains was the perfect backdrop for 

our holiday photos." 

• Layover: A period of rest or waiting before a further stage in a journey. 

Example: "We have a 12-hour layover in Singapore, which gives us just enough time to 

explore some of the city's highlights." 

• Accommodation: A room, group of rooms, or building in which someone may live 

or stay. 
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Example: "We booked a quaint bed and breakfast as our accommodation during our stay in 

the countryside." 

• Excursion: A short journey or trip, especially one taken as a leisure activity. 

Example: "We planned several excursions during our cruise, including snorkeling and 

hiking." 

• Souvenir: A thing that is kept as a reminder of a person, place, or event. 

Example: "I always make sure to buy a souvenir from every new place I visit, usually 

something unique to that location like a piece of local artwork." 

• Globetrotter: A person who travels widely. 

Example: "As a seasoned globetrotter, he can offer tips about virtually every major city 

around the globe." 

• Transit: The act or process of moving people or goods from one place to another. 

Example: "During our transit through Europe, we crossed multiple borders without any 

issues, thanks to the Schengen Agreement." 

• Voyage: A long journey involving travel by sea or in space. 

Example: "The voyage across the Atlantic was a pivotal experience in his life, changing his 

perspective on the world." 

• Getaway: A short holiday or vacation. 

Example: "We're planning a weekend getaway to a nearby beach town to escape the hustle 

and bustle of city life." 

• Landmark: An object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and 

recognized from a distance, especially one that enables someone to establish their 

location. 

Example: "Visiting the Eiffel Tower, a landmark known worldwide, was a dream come true." 

• Tourist Trap: A place that has been created or redeveloped to attract tourists and 

their money. 
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Example: "While visiting popular cities, it's important to steer clear of tourist traps that offer 

little value at high prices." 

• Uncharted: Not recorded or mapped; unknown. 

Example: "I am drawn to uncharted islands where the feeling of solitude and nature is 

overwhelming." 

• Backpacking: Travel or hike carrying one's belongings in a backpack. 

Example: "Backpacking through Southeast Asia allowed me to experience diverse cultures 

and landscapes at a more personal level." 

• Jet Lag: Extreme tiredness and other physical effects felt by a person after a long 

flight across different time zones. 

Example: "Overcoming jet lag can be tough, but adjusting your sleep schedule before the 

trip helps immensely." 

• Metropolitan: Related to a large and densely populated urban area. 

Example: "The metropolitan charm of cities like New York or London lies in their vibrant 

streets and diverse populations." 

• Ecotourism: Tourism directed toward exotic, often threatened, natural environments, 

intended to support conservation efforts and observe wildlife. 

Example: "Ecotourism in Costa Rica has helped raise awareness and funds for rainforest 

preservation." 

• In Transit: The state of being transferred from one place to another. 

Example: "While in transit to Japan, we had a brief layover in Hong Kong, which allowed us 

to sample some local cuisine." 

• Itinerant: Traveling from place to place. 

Example: "As an itinerant worker, he has lived and worked in over a dozen countries." 

• Pilgrimage: A pilgrim's journey, especially a long one made to some sacred place as 

an act of religious devotion. 
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Example: "Many travellers make a pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, walking hundreds 

of kilometers for spiritual reflection." 

• Secluded: Placed apart from other people or things; private and not used or 

disturbed by other people. 

Example: "For our anniversary, we stayed at a secluded beachfront villa that offered 

stunning ocean views without any distractions." 

• Cultural Immersion: The practice of spending extended time in a community to 

experience its everyday life and culture deeply. 

Example: "My three-month cultural immersion in India was transformative, allowing me to 

gain a deeper understanding of the regional traditions and language." 

• Historic District: A significant section of a city or town with cultural heritage that is 

preserved due to its historic importance. 

Example: "The historic district of the city, with its cobblestone streets and antique buildings, 

takes you back in time." 

• Customs and Traditions: Established and widely accepted cultural or societal 

practices, often passed down through generations. 

Example: "Experiencing the customs and traditions during the Japanese tea ceremony was a 

profound cultural experience for me." 

• Vagabond: A person who wanders from place to place without a permanent home 

or job. 

Example: "The vagabond lifestyle appeals to those who seek freedom and adventure 

beyond the conventional paths." 

• Destination Wedding: A wedding held in a vacation-like setting, usually at a high-

end resort, where guests travel to attend the ceremony. 

Example: "They planned a destination wedding in the Caribbean, turning their special day 

into a week-long celebration with close family and friends." 

 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 147 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

9. Weather and Climate 

The topic of "Weather and Climate" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 gives you an opportunity to 

discuss natural phenomena and environmental issues, which can show your ability to use a 

range of vocabulary and structures. Here’s a deeper look into how you might discuss this 

topic during the exam. 

Potential Question 1: What’s the weather usually like in your country? 

How to Answer: 

• General Climate Description: Begin by describing the overall climate of your 

country, whether it's tropical, temperate, arid, etc. Explain what these terms mean to 

provide clarity. 

o Example: "The overall climate in my country, Canada, is broadly classified as 

temperate in the south and arctic in the north. This means the southern regions 

enjoy all four seasons from warm summers to cold, snowy winters, while the 

northern parts are dominated by colder arctic conditions with long, harsh 

winters." 

• Seasonal Variations: Describe how the weather changes with the seasons and any 

particular weather phenomena that might be unique to your region. 

o Example: "In the south, spring is mild and dotted with blooming flowers, 

summers are pleasantly warm, autumns are crisp and adorned with colourful 

foliage, and winters are cold, often blanketed in snow. Additionally, certain areas 

are known for their Indian summers, where unusually warm autumn weather 

occurs." 

• Specific Weather Events: If applicable, mention any specific weather events that are 

common, such as monsoons, hurricanes, or extreme seasonal temperatures. 

o Example: "Coastal regions in the east occasionally face nor'easters, which are 

intense storms with strong winds and heavy snowfall, particularly during the 

winter months." 

Potential Question 2: Can you describe the climate where you live? 
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How to Answer: 

• Local Climate Details: Focus on the specific climatic conditions of the area you live 

in. Mention how these conditions affect daily life and any significant impact on 

lifestyle. 

o Example: "I reside in Vancouver, known for its oceanic climate. This results in 

mild, wet winters and cool, dry summers. The ample rainfall supports lush green 

landscapes, making it ideal for outdoor activities year-round." 

• Comparison with Other Regions: If relevant, compare the climate of your area with 

other regions in your country to highlight diversity. 

o Example: "Unlike the more arid interior regions of the country, which experience 

severe temperature fluctuations, Vancouver’s climate is quite stable, which I find 

more comfortable for both living and recreational activities." 

• Personal Preferences or Challenges: Discuss your personal preferences or any 

challenges due to the local weather. This can add a personal touch to your answer. 

o Example: "While I appreciate the mild winters here, the lack of sunshine during 

the long rainy season can sometimes be challenging. However, this also creates 

perfect conditions for enjoying my hobby of photography, especially capturing 

the dramatic, cloud-filled skies." 

Potential Question 3: What kind of weather do you like the most and why? 

How to Answer: 

• State Your Preference: Clearly state the type of weather you prefer. Choose a 

specific kind of weather that resonates with your lifestyle or personal comfort. 

o Example: "My favourite type of weather is crisp, autumn days. There’s something 

about the cool, fresh air and the colourful leaves that really uplifts my spirit." 

• Explain Why: Detail why this weather appeals to you. Link it to activities, emotions, 

or its effects on your surroundings. 

o Example: "These days are perfect for long walks and photography. The natural 

scenery is at its peak, and the mild temperatures make outdoor activities 
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thoroughly enjoyable. Plus, the soft golden light is ideal for capturing stunning 

photographs." 

• Personal Anecdote: If possible, share a personal experience that illustrates your love 

for this type of weather. 

o Example: "Last year, I spent a day hiking in the mountains during early autumn. 

The experience was serene and invigorating, solidifying my love for this season." 

Potential Question 4: Is there any type of weather you dislike? 

How to Answer: 

• State Your Dislike: Clearly mention the type of weather you dislike and be specific 

about the conditions. 

o Example: "I really dislike humid weather. It's the kind of climate that I find 

particularly challenging to cope with." 

• Reasons for Dislike: Explain why you find this weather uncomfortable or 

inconvenient. Focus on physical sensations, practical inconveniences, or how it affects 

your activities. 

o Example: "Humid weather makes everything feel sticky and uncomfortable. I 

tend to feel lethargic, and it’s difficult to stay energetic. Even simple tasks 

become strenuous because you're constantly battling the oppressive heat." 

• Contrast with Preferred Weather: To provide a fuller response, contrast this with 

your preferred weather and explain how different conditions affect your mood or 

activities. 

o Example: "Unlike the energizing effect of cool autumn days, high humidity saps 

my energy and enthusiasm for going outdoors, which is a stark contrast to how 

invigorated I feel when the air is cooler and drier." 

Potential Question 5: How does the weather affect your day-to-day life? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe General Impact: Start by explaining how weather typically influences your 

daily activities or mood. 
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o Example: "Weather significantly influences my daily routines, especially being in 

a city known for its unpredictable climate. Sunny days can uplift my mood and 

increase productivity, while gloomy, overcast days might make me feel more 

lethargic and less motivated." 

• Specific Examples: Provide specific instances where weather conditions have directly 

impacted your day. 

o Example: "For instance, during winter, the shorter days and colder weather mean 

I spend more time indoors. This changes my exercise routine and social activities, 

often leading to more home-based workouts and fewer outings." 

• Adaptations or Changes: Explain the adjustments you make to adapt to different 

weather conditions. 

o Example: "On extremely hot days, I avoid going out during midday to escape the 

harsh sun. Instead, I schedule errands and jogging early in the morning or later in 

the evening when it's cooler." 

Potential Question 6: Do you have to change your plans often because of the weather? 

How to Answer: 

• Frequency of Changes: Address how often you find yourself altering plans due to 

weather conditions. 

o Example: "Yes, quite frequently, actually. Living in a tropical climate means 

sudden rainstorms are common, which can often disrupt plans, particularly 

outdoor activities." 

• Types of Plan Changes: Describe what kinds of plans are most affected and how 

you typically adjust. 

o Example: "Outdoor events, like weekend hikes or beach outings, are most 

susceptible. When forecasts predict bad weather, I either reschedule or switch to 

suitable indoor alternatives like visiting a museum or a cinema." 

• Preventative Measures: Discuss if and how you prepare in advance to minimize 

disruptions caused by weather. 
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o Example: "I always check the weather forecast a day before planning anything 

significant. This proactive approach helps me decide whether to proceed, 

postpone, or change the nature of the activities to better suit the predicted 

conditions." 

Potential Question 7: What are your views on climate change? 

How to Answer: 

• Express Your General Opinion: Start by clearly stating your overall perspective on 

climate change. This could be about its reality, severity, and the need for action. 

o Example: "I believe climate change is one of the most pressing challenges facing 

our generation. The overwhelming scientific evidence shows that our planet is 

experiencing significant changes due to human activity, particularly emissions of 

greenhouse gases." 

• Reference Observable Changes: Mention any specific changes you've noticed in 

your local environment or broader changes that illustrate the impacts of climate 

change. 

o Example: "In my hometown, the effects are visible through increasingly erratic 

weather patterns. We're seeing hotter summers and colder winters than what was 

typical a decade ago, and such extreme conditions are becoming more common." 

• Discuss Implications: Explain the potential or ongoing implications of these changes 

on ecosystems, economies, or communities. 

o Example: "These shifts not only disrupt our ecosystems but also pose economic 

challenges for agriculture and tourism, which are vital to our local economy." 

Potential Question 8: Do you think climate change is a serious issue for your country? 

How to Answer: 

• Acknowledge National Impact: Discuss the specific impact of climate change on 

your country, highlighting areas of particular concern. 
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o Example: "Absolutely, climate change is a serious issue for my country. As a 

coastal nation, rising sea levels pose an existential threat to our communities, 

with increasing risks of flooding and erosion." 

• Policy and Action: Talk about what your country is doing or should be doing to 

mitigate the effects of climate change. Mention any policies, initiatives, or areas 

where improvement is needed. 

o Example: "There have been efforts to address this, such as investing in renewable 

energy and enforcing stricter environmental regulations. However, there's a need 

for more comprehensive policies and better public awareness to effectively 

combat climate change." 

• Personal Connection: If possible, relate the issue to your own experiences or actions 

you take to contribute to the solution. 

o Example: "On a personal level, I try to contribute by reducing my carbon 

footprint through using public transportation and reducing waste. It's important 

for everyone to play a part." 

Related Vocabulary 

Meteorological: Pertaining to meteorology or the atmosphere. 

o Example: "Meteorological studies indicate a significant increase in unpredictable 

weather patterns due to global warming." 

Barometric Pressure: The pressure exerted by the atmosphere at any given point. 

o Example: "A sudden drop in barometric pressure often precedes major storm 

events." 

Climatology: The scientific study of climate, including the causes and long-term effects of 

variation. 

o Example: "Her interest in climatology led her to pursue a career focused on 

sustainable urban development." 

Precipitation: Any form of water - liquid or solid - that falls from the atmosphere and 

reaches the ground. 
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o Example: "Annual precipitation levels have fluctuated more in recent decades, 

contributing to severe droughts and floods." 

Humidity: The amount of water vapor present in the air. 

o Example: "High humidity levels can make temperatures feel warmer than they 

actually are, leading to discomfort." 

Drought: A prolonged period of abnormally low rainfall, leading to a shortage of water. 

o Example: "The region has been experiencing a drought for the last two years, 

severely impacting agriculture and water supplies." 

Cyclone: A large scale air mass that rotates around a strong centre of low atmospheric 

pressure. 

o Example: "The cyclone caused widespread destruction, uprooting trees and 

damaging homes." 

Biodiversity: The variety and variability of life on Earth, typically used to measure the health 

of biological systems. 

o Example: "Climate change poses a significant threat to biodiversity, with many 

species at risk of extinction due to changing habitats." 

Greenhouse Gases: Gases in Earth's atmosphere that trap heat, such as carbon dioxide and 

methane. 

o Example: "Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is critical to mitigating the effects of 

climate change." 

Renewable Energy: Energy from sources that are not depleted when used, such as wind or 

solar power. 

o Example: "The government is increasing its investment in renewable energy to 

decrease dependence on fossil fuels." 

Ecosystem: A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical 

environment. 
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o Example: "Protecting natural ecosystems is vital for maintaining environmental 

balance and supporting life." 

Sustainable: Using methods that do not completely use up or destroy natural resources. 

o Example: "Sustainable farming practices are essential to ensure food security for 

future generations." 

El Niño: A climate pattern that describes the unusual warming of surface waters in the 

eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. 

o Example: "El Niño events disrupt normal weather patterns and often result in 

extreme weather around the globe." 

La Niña: A climate pattern that features a cooling of the tropical Pacific Ocean waters. 

o Example: "La Niña typically brings cooler, wetter weather to the northern 

hemisphere." 

Atmospheric: Relating to the envelope of gases surrounding the earth or another planet. 

o Example: "Atmospheric pollution from industrial activities is a major health hazard." 

Fossil Fuels: Natural fuels such as coal or gas, formed in the geological past from the 

remains of living organisms. 

o Example: "The combustion of fossil fuels is the largest source of carbon dioxide 

emissions." 

Temperate: Relating to or denoting a region or climate characterized by mild temperatures. 

o Example: "The temperate climate of the coastal region makes it a popular 

destination for tourists year-round." 

Tropical: Of, typical of, or peculiar to the tropics. 

o Example: "Tropical climates are known for their high humidity and heavy rainfall, 

which contribute to their lush, dense vegetation." 

Subtropical: Relating to or characteristic of the regions adjacent to the tropics. 
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o Example: "Subtropical areas tend to have long, hot summers and mild winters, which 

are ideal for growing a variety of fruits and vegetables." 

Arctic: Of or relating to the regions around the North Pole. 

o Example: "Arctic temperatures are rising twice as fast as the global average, 

significantly impacting the local wildlife and indigenous communities." 

Antarctic: Pertaining to the area around the South Pole. 

o Example: "The Antarctic ice sheet holds the majority of the Earth’s freshwater and 

plays a crucial role in global climate regulation." 

Monsoon: A seasonal prevailing wind in the region of South and Southeast Asia, which 

brings rain. 

o Example: "The agriculture in this region heavily relies on the monsoon rains for 

irrigation of crops." 

Hydrosphere: All the waters on the earth's surface, such as lakes and seas, and sometimes 

including water over the earth's surface, such as clouds. 

o Example: "Climate change is causing significant alterations in the hydrosphere, 

affecting everything from ocean currents to freshwater supplies." 

Isotherm: A line on a map connecting points having the same temperature at a given time 

or on average over a given period. 

o Example: "Isotherm maps help meteorologists predict weather patterns by showing 

temperature distributions across different regions." 

Meteor: A small body of matter from outer space that enters the earth's atmosphere, 

appearing as a streak of light. 

o Example: "Every year, the night sky lights up during the Perseid meteor shower, 

providing a spectacular show for stargazers." 

Anemometer: An instrument for measuring the speed of the wind, or of any current of gas. 

o Example: "The anemometer on the weather station recorded unusually high wind 

speeds during the storm." 
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Barometer: An instrument measuring atmospheric pressure, used especially in forecasting 

the weather and determining altitude. 

o Example: "A sudden fall in barometric readings usually indicates that a storm is 

approaching." 

Climatic Fluctuations: Variations in the climate of a specific area over a period of time. 

o Example: "Climatic fluctuations have become more pronounced in recent decades, 

leading to more frequent and severe weather events." 

Evaporation: The process of turning from liquid into vapor. 

o Example: "Increased evaporation rates due to higher global temperatures are 

contributing to drought conditions in many regions." 

Condensation: The conversion of a vapor or gas to a liquid. 

o Example: "Condensation is critical in the formation of clouds, which in turn influence 

local weather systems." 

 

10. Health and Fitness 

Discussing "Health and Fitness" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 allows you to explore topics related 

to personal habits and societal issues. This subject not only relates to your personal 

experiences but also reflects broader societal concerns, offering rich potential for 

demonstrating vocabulary and fluency. Here’s a detailed exploration of how to discuss this 

topic, integrating the suggested vocabulary effectively. 

Potential Question 1: What kind of exercise do you do? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe Specific Activities: Start by detailing the specific types of exercise you 

engage in, highlighting any particular sports or activities you prefer. 

o Example: "I engage in a variety of physical activities to keep my exercise routine 

interesting. Primarily, I focus on cardiovascular exercises such as cycling and 
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swimming. I also incorporate strength training twice a week to improve muscle 

tone and endurance." 

• Explain the Choice: Discuss why you chose these particular activities over others, 

possibly relating them to personal preferences or specific fitness goals. 

o Example: "I chose cycling because it's a low-impact exercise that is easy on my 

joints, and swimming helps me build stamina and lung capacity, which are 

essential for my overall health." 

• Mention Any Group Activities: If applicable, mention if you participate in group 

exercises, like classes or sports teams. 

o Example: "Additionally, I attend a weekly pilates class, which is not only great for 

physical fitness but also a fantastic way to meet new people and stay motivated." 

Potential Question 2: How often do you work out? 

How to Answer: 

• Detail the Frequency: Clearly state how frequently you engage in these activities 

each week. 

o Example: "I maintain a disciplined schedule for my workouts, ensuring that I 

exercise at least five times a week. This routine typically involves jogging every 

morning to kickstart my day and going to the gym on alternate evenings." 

• Discuss Routine Consistency: Explain how consistent you are with your routine and 

any factors that influence this consistency. 

o Example: "I try to be as consistent as possible with my workouts, but 

occasionally, professional commitments or weather conditions might alter my 

schedule slightly. However, I always make up for missed sessions by adjusting my 

routine in the following days." 

• Highlight the Benefits: Conclude by discussing the benefits you've experienced 

from maintaining this routine. 

o Example: "This consistent exercise regimen has significantly improved my 

physical fitness and energy levels. It has also been immensely beneficial for my 
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mental well-being, as regular physical activity helps me manage stress and keeps 

me feeling motivated throughout the week." 

Potential Question 3: Why is it important to stay healthy? 

How to Answer: 

• Discuss Broad Benefits: Start by highlighting the universal benefits of good health, 

such as increased longevity, better quality of life, and reduced medical expenses. 

o Example: "Staying healthy is fundamental because it impacts nearly every aspect 

of our lives. Good health allows us to work more effectively, enjoy leisure 

activities, and spend less time and money on medical treatments." 

• Mental and Emotional Well-being: Expand on how health influences mental and 

emotional well-being. 

o Example: "Moreover, maintaining physical health is intrinsically linked to mental 

and emotional stability. Regular exercise and a balanced diet can greatly improve 

one’s mood and reduce symptoms of stress and anxiety." 

• Social and Professional Impact: Discuss the social and professional implications of 

good health. 

o Example: "Being in good health also enhances social interactions and 

professional productivity. Healthy individuals are often more energetic and can 

contribute more actively to their community and workplace." 

Potential Question 4: How do you ensure you stay healthy? 

How to Answer: 

• Detail Your Health Regimen: Describe the specific actions you take to maintain 

your health, such as dietary choices, exercise routines, and sleep habits. 

o Example: "I ensure that I stay healthy by adhering to a well-rounded routine that 

includes moderate to vigorous exercise at least five times a week, consuming a 

diet rich in fruits, vegetables, and lean proteins, and ensuring that I get at least 

seven hours of sleep each night." 
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• Preventive Measures: Talk about preventive health measures you take, such as 

regular check-ups, vaccinations, and mindfulness practices. 

o Example: "Additionally, I schedule regular medical check-ups and practice 

mindfulness and meditation to maintain my mental health. This holistic approach 

to health care keeps me resilient against both physical and mental health issues." 

• Lifestyle Choices: Emphasize the lifestyle choices that contribute to your health. 

o Example: "I also make conscious choices about my environment and daily habits, 

such as maintaining a clean living space, avoiding smoking and excessive alcohol 

consumption, and managing stress through hobbies and socializing." 

Potential Question 5: What kind of diet do you follow? 

How to Answer: 

• Identify Your Diet: Start by naming the specific diet you follow, if any, such as 

vegan, paleo, Mediterranean, etc. 

o Example: "I follow a Mediterranean diet, which emphasizes eating primarily 

plant-based foods, like fruits, vegetables, whole grains, legumes, and nuts." 

• Explain the Reasoning: Discuss why you chose this particular diet, possibly relating 

it to health benefits, cultural practices, or personal or environmental beliefs. 

o Example: "I chose this diet because it's known for reducing the risk of heart 

disease and supporting a longer lifespan. It also closely matches my cultural 

heritage, making it a comfortable and fulfilling choice." 

• Describe Typical Meals: Give examples of typical meals or foods you consume, 

which can help illustrate what your diet looks like in practice. 

o Example: "A typical meal for me might include grilled fish or chicken, a large 

salad, whole-grain bread, and a piece of fruit for dessert." 

Potential Question 6: Are there any particular foods you try to eat or avoid? 

How to Answer: 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 160 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• List Preferred Foods: Mention specific foods you aim to incorporate into your diet 

regularly due to their health benefits or personal preference. 

o Example: "I try to eat foods that are high in omega-3 fatty acids, such as salmon 

and flaxseeds, because they're excellent for brain health and maintaining healthy 

skin." 

• Discuss Foods You Avoid: Explain any foods you avoid and why, such as allergies, 

health reasons, or ethical considerations. 

o Example: "I avoid processed foods and sugars as much as possible. These tend to 

be high in calories but low in nutrients, and they don't align with my goal of 

maintaining a healthy weight and energy level." 

• Personal Impact: Describe how these dietary choices have impacted your health or 

well-being. 

o Example: "Since cutting out processed foods and focusing on whole ingredients, 

I've noticed significant improvements in my energy levels and overall well-being." 

Potential Question 7: How would you rate the public health services in your country? 

How to Answer: 

• Assess the Overall Quality: Begin by providing an overall assessment of the public 

health services, focusing on efficiency, quality of care, and coverage. 

o Example: "I would rate the public health services in my country quite highly. The 

government has invested significantly in healthcare infrastructure, which has led 

to improved service delivery and patient care across most regions." 

• Highlight Strengths: Discuss specific areas where the public health services excel, 

such as emergency response, vaccination programs, or availability of specialists. 

o Example: "One of the strengths of our healthcare system is the efficient 

emergency response services. Hospitals are well-equipped, and ambulance 

response times are among the best globally, ensuring rapid care in critical 

situations." 
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• Acknowledge Challenges: It’s also important to mention any challenges or areas for 

improvement to provide a balanced view. 

o Example: "However, there are still challenges, especially in rural areas where 

access to specialized medical care can be limited. Efforts to expand services in 

these regions are ongoing." 

Potential Question 8: Can you tell me about healthcare accessibility where you live? 

How to Answer: 

• Describe Accessibility: Talk about the ease or difficulty of accessing healthcare 

services in your area, including the availability of hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies. 

o Example: "In my city, healthcare accessibility is generally excellent. There are 

several hospitals and clinics within easy reach, and pharmacies are abundant, 

making it convenient to obtain medical care and prescriptions." 

• Personal Experience: Share a personal experience that illustrates the accessibility or 

challenges you face with public health services. 

o Example: "For instance, last year when I needed a minor surgery, I was able to 

get it scheduled within a week at a nearby hospital, which speaks volumes about 

the system’s efficiency." 

• Compare Urban vs. Rural: If applicable, compare the differences in healthcare 

accessibility between urban and rural settings. 

o Example: "While urban areas like mine enjoy robust healthcare facilities, I’ve 

heard that rural communities often struggle with fewer resources, which is an 

area our healthcare policymakers are actively working to improve." 

 

Related Vocabulary 

Cardiovascular - Pertaining to the heart and blood vessels. 

o Example: "Regular cardiovascular exercise, such as jogging, significantly reduces the 

risk of heart disease." 
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Metabolism - The chemical processes that occur within a living organism to maintain life. 

o Example: "Eating a healthy breakfast boosts your metabolism and enhances energy 

levels throughout the day." 

Aerobic - Involving or improving oxygen consumption by the body. 

o Example: "Aerobic exercises like swimming and cycling are excellent for improving 

lung capacity and stamina." 

Endurance - The ability to withstand hardship or stress; especially, physical stamina. 

o Example: "Marathon runners require a high level of endurance to complete the race 

effectively." 

Flexibility - The quality of bending easily without breaking, often referred to muscle and 

joint suppleness. 

o Example: "Yoga greatly improves your flexibility and helps reduce the risk of 

injuries." 

Strength training - A type of physical exercise specializing in the use of resistance to 

induce muscular contraction. 

o Example: "Strength training twice a week can help build muscle mass and boost 

overall physical strength." 

Holistic - Emphasizing the importance of the whole and the interdependence of its parts. 

o Example: "I prefer a holistic approach to fitness that includes both physical exercises 

and mental health practices like meditation." 

Nutrients - Substances that provide nourishment essential for growth and the maintenance 

of life. 

o Example: "A balanced diet rich in nutrients like proteins, vitamins, and minerals is 

crucial for maintaining good health." 

Dehydration - The harmful reduction in the amount of water in the body. 
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o Example: "It's important to drink plenty of water to avoid dehydration, especially 

after intense physical activity." 

Obesity - The condition of being grossly fat or overweight. 

o Example: "Obesity is linked to numerous health problems, including diabetes, heart 

disease, and joint issues." 

Physiotherapy - The treatment of disease, injury, or deformity by physical methods such as 

massage, heat treatment, and exercise rather than drugs or surgery. 

o Example: "Physiotherapy was crucial in my recovery from a sports injury." 

Sedentary - Tending to spend much time seated; somewhat inactive. 

o Example: "A sedentary lifestyle can lead to several health issues, including back pain 

and weight gain." 

Well-being - The state of being comfortable, healthy, or happy. 

o Example: "Regular physical activity is essential for both physical and mental well-

being." 

Toxin - An antigenic poison or venom of plant or animal origin. 

o Example: "Detox diets are popular for eliminating toxins from the body, though their 

effectiveness is often debated." 

Chronic - (of an illness) persisting for a long time or constantly recurring. 

o Example: "Chronic conditions such as arthritis can significantly affect a person's 

quality of life." 

Antioxidants - Compounds that inhibit oxidation, a chemical reaction that can produce free 

radicals, potentially leading to cell damage. 

o Example: "Eating foods rich in antioxidants, such as berries and nuts, can help 

protect the body from oxidative stress." 

Caloric Intake - The total number of calories consumed through eating and drinking. 
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o Example: "Monitoring your caloric intake is essential if you're trying to lose weight or 

maintain a healthy lifestyle." 

Detoxification - The physiological or medicinal removal of toxic substances from the 

human body. 

o Example: "Many health enthusiasts advocate for regular detoxification routines to 

cleanse the body." 

Epidemiology - The branch of medicine that deals with the incidence, distribution, and 

control of diseases. 

o Example: "Epidemiology studies have played a crucial role in understanding how 

exercise reduces the risk of chronic diseases." 

Immunity - The ability of an organism to resist a particular infection or toxin. 

o Example: "A strong immune system can protect you from many common infections 

and diseases." 

Nutritional Deficiency - A lack of essential nutrients in the diet, which can lead to various 

health disorders. 

o Example: "Vitamin D deficiency is common in regions with limited sunlight exposure, 

affecting bone health and immune function." 

Probiotics - Live bacteria and yeasts that are good for your health, especially your digestive 

system. 

o Example: "Consuming probiotics through yogurt or supplements can help maintain 

a healthy gut flora." 

Rehabilitation - The process of restoring someone to health or normal life through training 

and therapy after imprisonment, addiction, or illness. 

o Example: "Post-surgery rehabilitation can significantly speed up the recovery 

process and improve the overall outcome." 

Vigorous Exercise - Physical activity that is intense enough to significantly raise the heart 

rate and breathing. 
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o Example: "Vigorous exercise, such as running or aerobics, is recommended several 

times a week for optimal health." 

Vital Signs - Clinical measurements, specifically pulse rate, temperature, respiration rate, 

and blood pressure, that indicate the state of a patient's essential body functions. 

o Example: "Regular monitoring of vital signs can provide early indications of health 

issues that may require immediate attention." 

Wellness - The state or practice of being in good health, especially as an actively pursued 

goal. 

o Example: "Corporate wellness programs often include health screenings, exercise 

facilities, and nutritional counselling." 

Zoonotic - Of a disease that can be transmitted from animals to people. 

o Example: "Understanding zoonotic diseases is essential for preventing outbreaks 

that can affect both animal and human populations." 

Biomechanics - The study of the mechanical laws relating to the movement or structure of 

living organisms. 

o Example: "Biomechanics is crucial in sports science to help athletes improve 

performance and reduce the risk of injury." 

Circadian Rhythm - Physical, mental, and behavioural changes that follow a daily cycle, 

responding primarily to light and darkness in an organism's environment. 

o Example: "Disrupting the circadian rhythm by working night shifts or frequent 

traveling can lead to sleep disorders." 

Endorphins - Chemicals produced by the body to relieve stress and pain. 

o Example: "Exercise stimulates the production of endorphins, often leading to what is 

known as the 'runner's high.'" 

 

11. Education 
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The topic of "Education" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 invites candidates to reflect on and 

articulate their educational experiences and opinions on the education system. This topic 

allows you to use specific academic vocabulary and to demonstrate your ability to discuss 

complex ideas clearly. Here’s how you might effectively navigate and elaborate on this topic 

during your exam. 

Potential Question 1: Can you tell me about your education? 

How to Answer: 

• Provide a Brief Overview: Start with an overview of your educational timeline, 

highlighting key stages from your earliest schooling to the highest level of education 

completed. 

o Example: "I began my education at Springfield Elementary, then attended City 

High School, where I was particularly interested in the sciences. After high school, 

I pursued an undergraduate degree in Biology at the University of XYZ." 

• Highlight Academic Achievements: Mention any notable achievements during your 

studies, such as awards, scholarships, or high grades. 

o Example: "During my time at university, I was awarded a scholarship for 

academic excellence, which recognized my commitment to my studies and my 

consistently high grades, particularly in my major subjects." 

• Discuss Relevant Projects or Research: If applicable, talk about any significant 

projects or research that were part of your education. 

o Example: "In my final year, I undertook a significant research project that focused 

on genetic markers in plants, which was later published in the university’s 

scientific journal." 

Potential Question 2: What level of education have you completed? 

How to Answer: 

• State Your Highest Educational Qualification: Clearly state the highest level of 

education you have achieved, whether it's high school, a bachelor's degree, a 

master's degree, or a doctoral degree. 
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o Example: "I have completed a Master’s degree in Environmental Science from the 

University of ABC, where I specialized in sustainable agricultural practices." 

• Explain Any Specializations or Concentrations: If your degree had a specialization 

or concentration, mention this to give more depth to your educational background. 

o Example: "My master's thesis focused on the use of biochar in soil enhancement, 

which involved both fieldwork and laboratory analysis." 

• Connect Education to Career or Future Aspirations: If relevant, connect your level 

of education to your current career or future goals. 

o Example: "With my master’s degree, I am now better equipped to pursue my 

career in environmental consulting, where I aim to help companies reduce their 

ecological footprints." 

Potential Question 3: How would you describe the education system in your country? 

How to Answer: 

• Outline the Structure: Start by giving an overview of the educational structure, 

including the stages from early childhood to higher education. 

o Example: "The education system in my country consists of three main stages: 

primary education, secondary education, and tertiary education. Children typically 

start primary school at age six and it continues until they are twelve. Secondary 

education then takes over until age eighteen, followed by tertiary education in 

universities or colleges." 

• Mention Compulsory Education Levels: Highlight the age or grade levels that are 

compulsory and any national exams that students must undertake. 

o Example: "Education is compulsory up to the age of 16, with students required to 

complete a national exam at this point, which determines their eligibility for 

higher education or vocational training paths." 

• Discuss Recent Reforms or Changes: If there have been any notable reforms or 

changes in the education system, mention these to demonstrate awareness of 

educational policies. 
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o Example: "Recently, there has been a shift towards more inclusive education, with 

significant investments in resources for students with special needs and the 

introduction of technology-enhanced learning at all levels." 

Potential Question 4: What are the strengths and weaknesses of your national 

education system? 

How to Answer: 

• Highlight Strengths: Discuss what aspects of the education system are particularly 

strong or effective. 

o Example: "One of the main strengths of our education system is its emphasis on 

a well-rounded curriculum that includes not only traditional academic subjects 

but also arts, sports, and life skills, ensuring that students receive a holistic 

education." 

• Identify Weaknesses: Candidly address areas where the education system may fall 

short. 

o Example: "However, a notable weakness is the lack of emphasis on practical and 

vocational training for students who may not wish to pursue university education. 

This gap means that not all students are prepared equally for the job market." 

• Provide Personal Insight or Observations: If applicable, share your personal 

experience or observations that support your points. 

o Example: "From my own experience, the rigorous academic pressure is beneficial 

for university preparation, but it can be overwhelming for students who thrive in 

more hands-on or creative environments." 

Potential Question 5: What was your favourite subject at school and why? 

How to Answer: 

• Identify the Subject: Clearly state your favourite subject at school. 

o Example: "My favourite subject in school was Biology. It fascinated me from a 

very young age." 
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• Explain the Appeal: Describe what specifically drew you to this subject and what 

aspects you found most enjoyable or rewarding. 

o Example: "I was captivated by the complexity of living things and the intricate 

processes that sustain life. Studying Biology allowed me to understand the 

natural world at a deeper level, from cellular mechanisms to ecosystem 

dynamics." 

• Personal Connection: If possible, mention any personal connection or experiences 

that made the subject particularly memorable or impactful. 

o Example: "My interest in Biology was further solidified by an inspiring teacher 

who used hands-on experiments and field trips to enhance our learning, making 

the subject not only informative but also immensely engaging." 

Potential Question 6: Did you have any subjects you particularly liked or excelled in? 

How to Answer: 

• Highlight Strengths: Mention any subjects where you particularly excelled, 

providing reasons for your strong performance. 

o Example: "Apart from Biology, I also excelled in Mathematics. I have a natural 

affinity for solving complex problems and enjoy the logical structure of math." 

• Discuss Enjoyment: Link your performance to your enjoyment of the subject, 

explaining how your interest contributed to your success. 

o Example: "My proficiency in Mathematics stemmed not only from my skills but 

also from my enjoyment of the challenge it presented. This passion motivated me 

to delve deeper into advanced topics." 

• Future Relevance: If relevant, connect how these subjects influenced your later 

educational choices or career path. 

o Example: "The strong foundation I built in Mathematics and Biology paved the 

way for my pursuit of a degree in Bioinformatics, where I could combine both 

interests." 

Potential Question 7: How important is education for a career in your field? 
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How to Answer: 

• State the Importance: Affirm the critical role of education in your specific career 

field. 

o Example: "Education is absolutely vital in the field of software engineering. It 

provides the foundational knowledge necessary to understand and engage with 

complex programming concepts and systems." 

• Detail Specific Educational Benefits: Explain how specific aspects of your education 

are applied in your career. 

o Example: "The rigorous training in algorithms and data structures I received 

during my degree program is directly applicable to my daily tasks. Furthermore, 

the collaborative projects and coding bootcamps were crucial in honing my 

teamwork and technical skills." 

• Highlight Ongoing Learning: Mention the necessity of continual learning and 

development in your field, which is often supported by a strong educational 

background. 

o Example: "Given the rapid evolution of technology, ongoing education through 

workshops, certifications, and conferences is essential to stay up to date and 

competitive." 

Potential Question 8: Do you think your educational background has helped you in 

your job? 

How to Answer: 

• Confirm Its Utility: Start by affirming that your education has been beneficial in 

your professional life. 

o Example: "Absolutely, my educational background has been fundamentally 

important in my career as a software engineer." 

• Provide Concrete Examples: Illustrate specific instances or skills from your 

education that have been particularly useful in your job. 
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o Example: "For instance, the software development life cycle management 

techniques I learned have enabled me to manage projects more effectively and 

mitigate potential risks in deployment." 

• Discuss Soft Skills: Apart from technical skills, mention any soft skills or broader 

competencies that your education helped develop, which are valuable in your career. 

o Example: "Additionally, the emphasis on presentations and group discussions at 

university enhanced my communication skills, making it easier to articulate 

complex technical details to non-technical stakeholders." 

Related Vocabulary 

Alma Mater: The school, college, or university that one once attended. 

Example: "My alma mater is the University of Cambridge, where I studied Law." 

Polytechnic: An institution of higher education offering courses at degree level or below, 

especially in vocational subjects. 

Example: "After high school, I attended a polytechnic that specialized in engineering 

technologies." 

Conservatory: A college for the study of classical music or other arts. 

Example: "He graduated from a well-known conservatory, where he honed his skills as a 

violinist." 

Undergraduate: A university student who has not yet received a first degree. 

Example: "As an undergraduate, I majored in Environmental Science." 

Postgraduate: Relating to studies that are done after earning a bachelor's degree or other 

first degree. 

Example: "I'm currently doing my postgraduate work in Clinical Psychology." 

Associate Degree: An undergraduate academic degree awarded by colleges and 

universities upon completion of a course of study lasting two years. 

Example: "She earned an associate degree in web design before starting her career." 
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Curriculum: The subjects comprising a course of study in a school or college. 

Example: "The curriculum at our school places a strong emphasis on science and 

mathematics." 

Pedagogy: The method and practice of teaching, especially as an academic subject or 

theoretical concept. 

Example: "The pedagogy adopted by our professors encourages interactive and practical 

learning." 

Syllabus: The subjects in a course of study or teaching. 

Example: "The syllabus for this semester includes a detailed study of modern European 

history." 

Seminar: A class at a college or university in which a topic is discussed by a teacher and a 

small group of students. 

Example: "We have weekly seminars where we discuss various political theories in depth." 

Lecture: An educational talk to an audience, especially one of students in a university. 

Example: "During the lecture, the professor outlined the key elements of effective 

leadership." 

Tutorial: A period of tuition given by a university or college tutor to an individual or very 

small group. 

Example: "I have a weekly tutorial with my advisor to discuss my thesis progress." 

Plagiarism: The practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as 

one's own. 

Example: "The university has strict policies against plagiarism to maintain academic 

integrity." 

Dropout: A person who has abandoned a course of study or who has rejected conventional 

society to pursue an alternative lifestyle. 

Example: "He was a dropout who later became a successful entrepreneur." 
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Academic Probation: A status given to students who fail to meet the required academic 

standards. 

Example: "She was on academic probation last year but has significantly improved her 

grades since then." 

Viva Voce: An oral examination, especially in an academic context. 

Example: "For my PhD, I had to pass a challenging viva voce that lasted over two hours." 

Dissertation: A long essay on a particular subject, especially one written for a university 

degree or diploma. 

Example: "His dissertation explores the relationship between social media and political 

polarization." 

Cumulative Exam: An examination that covers all the material taught during a specific 

course or period. 

Example: "The final exam is cumulative, covering everything we've learned throughout the 

course." 

Constructivism: A theory of learning that argues that humans generate knowledge and 

meaning from interactions between their experiences and ideas. 

Example: "Constructivism influences much of our curriculum design, encouraging students 

to build their own understanding through hands-on experiences." 

Inclusive Education: An approach that seeks to include all children in the classroom, 

regardless of their strengths or weaknesses in any area. 

Example: "Inclusive education is pivotal in our school system to ensure that each student 

receives equal opportunities to learn." 

Flipped Classroom: An instructional strategy where students are introduced to content at 

home and practice working through it at school. 

Example: "We've implemented the flipped classroom model, which has resulted in higher 

engagement and better performance among students." 
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Formative Assessment: A range of formal and informal assessment procedures conducted 

by teachers during the learning process to modify teaching and learning activities to 

improve student attainment. 

Example: "Formative assessments in my classes help me understand where students are 

struggling so I can adjust my teaching accordingly." 

Summative Assessment: An evaluation at the conclusion of a unit that aims to measure a 

learner's success in meeting the educational goals of that unit, often influencing grades. 

Example: "The end-of-term exams are summative assessments that contribute significantly 

to our final grades." 

Peer Assessment: A process where students or their peers grade assignments or tests 

based on a teacher's benchmarks. 

Example: "Peer assessment in our project work helps build critical thinking and evaluative 

skills." 

Accreditation: The act of granting credit or recognition, especially to an educational 

institution that maintains suitable standards. 

Example: "Our program was recently accredited by the national engineering board, which 

attests to its quality and rigor." 

Cohort: A group of students banded together or treated as a group. 

Example: "Our cohort will be the first to graduate from the newly established digital media 

program." 

Interdisciplinary: Involving two or more academic, scientific, or artistic disciplines. 

Example: "My thesis is interdisciplinary, combining insights from sociology, psychology, and 

criminal justice." 

MOOC (Massive Open Online Course): A course of study made available over the Internet 

without charge to a very large number of people. 

Example: "I enrolled in a MOOC on artificial intelligence, which was facilitated by some of 

the leading experts in the field." 
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E-Learning: Learning conducted via electronic media, typically on the Internet. 

Example: "E-learning platforms have become integral to our educational approach, 

particularly in response to the recent need for remote teaching." 

Learning Management System (LMS): A software application for the administration, 

documentation, tracking, reporting, and delivery of educational courses or training 

programs. 

Example: "We use a Learning Management System to organize course materials and 

monitor student progress effectively." 

 

12. Shopping and Fashion 

Discussing "Shopping and Fashion" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 allows you to explore both 

personal preferences and broader societal trends related to consumer behaviour. This topic 

offers an excellent opportunity to demonstrate your vocabulary related to commerce, 

lifestyle, and sustainability. Here's how you might effectively handle this topic during your 

exam. 

Potential Question 1: Can you describe your typical shopping habits? 

How to Answer: 

• Frequency of Shopping: 

o Detail: Describe how often you go shopping, which could vary from weekly to 

only a few times a year. 

▪ Example: "I'm not someone who goes shopping very often; I generally prefer 

to buy necessities and occasionally update my wardrobe. Typically, I find 

myself shopping once a month, mostly when there's a need or when seasonal 

sales make it more economical." 

• Preferred Shopping Locations: 

o Detail: Explain where you like to shop—whether in large malls, local stores, 

online, or at specialty boutiques. 
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▪ Example: "My preferred places to shop are local boutiques and farmers' 

markets. I enjoy the personal touch and the uniqueness of items that I can't 

find in larger retail chains." 

• Type of Goods Purchased: 

o Detail: Mention what items you usually buy, such as clothes, groceries, gadgets, 

or home decor. 

▪ Example: "Most of my shopping trips are focused on purchasing fresh, local 

produce from the farmers' market and occasionally picking up artisanal goods 

like handmade soaps or crafts, which support local artisans." 

• Motivations Behind Shopping: 

o Detail: Discuss what motivates your shopping habits, like sustainability, fashion 

trends, or budget considerations. 

▪ Example: "I am particularly motivated by sustainability, so I tend to look for 

eco-friendly products and brands that align with my values. This often means 

spending a bit more time researching products before making a purchase." 

Potential Question 2: How often do you go shopping? 

How to Answer: 

• General Shopping Frequency: 

o Detail: Give a general idea of your shopping frequency, considering all types of 

purchases. 

▪ Example: "I generally go shopping about twice a month. My trips are mainly 

for groceries and household essentials, but I also dedicate one day a month 

to browse through my favourite bookshops or clothing stores." 

• Impact of Seasonal Changes: 

o Detail: Explain if your shopping habits change with the seasons or during holiday 

periods. 
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▪ Example: "My shopping frequency definitely increases during the holiday 

season when I'm looking for gifts for family and friends. I also tend to shop 

more at the change of seasons to update my wardrobe according to the 

weather." 

• Influence of Sales or Deals: 

o Detail: Discuss how sales or promotions affect your shopping frequency. 

▪ Example: "I try to take advantage of major sales periods like Black Friday or 

end-of-season sales, which can sometimes increase how often I shop as I look 

for the best deals on high-ticket items like electronics or appliances." 

Potential Question 3: Do you prefer online shopping or going to stores? 

How to Answer: 

• Personal Preference: 

o Detail: State your preference clearly and provide reasons that influence this 

choice. 

▪ Example: "I generally prefer traditional shopping over online because I value 

the tactile experience of shopping. Being able to handle products, especially 

clothes and electronics, gives me confidence in my purchases." 

• Pros and Cons: 

o Detail: Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each shopping method. 

▪ Example: "Online shopping offers incredible convenience and often better 

deals, which is great for electronics and books. However, traditional shopping 

provides a level of immediacy and personal interaction that I find satisfying, 

particularly when buying items that need to fit well, like shoes or pants." 

Potential Question 4: What do you think are the advantages of online shopping? 

How to Answer: 

• Range of Products: 
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o Detail: Highlight the broader selection available online compared to physical 

stores. 

▪ Example: "One major advantage of online shopping is the vast selection of 

products that are available at your fingertips. You can find almost anything 

you need, from rare books to specific electronic gadgets that aren't available 

locally." 

• Convenience: 

o Detail: Mention how online shopping saves time and can be done from 

anywhere, at any time. 

▪ Example: "The convenience of shopping from home at any hour is particularly 

beneficial. It saves time and energy as there's no need to travel, queue, or 

deal with crowded malls." 

• Price Comparisons: 

o Detail: Explain how shopping online makes it easier to compare prices and find 

the best deals. 

▪ Example: "Online shopping also allows you to easily compare prices across 

different retailers, ensuring that you get the best possible deal. This is 

something that's much more time-consuming to do in physical stores." 

• Reviews and Ratings: 

o Detail: Discuss the availability of customer reviews and ratings, which can help 

guide purchasing decisions. 

▪ Example: "Another significant advantage is access to customer reviews and 

ratings, which can be incredibly helpful when deciding on products. These 

reviews often provide real user feedback that isn't available in-store." 

Potential Question 5: How important is fashion to you? 

How to Answer: 

• Personal Significance: 
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o Detail: Explain the level of importance fashion holds in your life, whether it's a 

major interest or a casual consideration. 

▪ Example: "Fashion is significantly important to me; it's more than just 

clothing, it's an extension of my identity. I enjoy using fashion as a tool to 

express myself and to make a statement." 

• Fashion as a Hobby or Interest: 

o Detail: Describe if fashion is a hobby, passion, or simply practical. 

▪ Example: "I avidly follow fashion trends and designers, and I spend 

considerable time curating my wardrobe each season to reflect current trends 

while aligning with my personal taste." 

Potential Question 6: How do you choose what styles or brands to wear? 

How to Answer: 

• Style Preferences: 

o Detail: Discuss how you determine your style, including influences, preferences, 

or particular brands you favor. 

▪ Example: "I choose styles that reflect a classic aesthetic with a contemporary 

twist. I'm particularly fond of brands that emphasize quality and timeless 

design, like [Brand Name]. My selections are often influenced by both comfort 

and the latest fashion magazines." 

• Decision Factors: 

o Detail: Mention what factors influence your fashion choices, such as comfort, 

style, brand loyalty, ethical considerations, or price. 

▪ Example: "My choices are heavily influenced by the sustainability practices of 

the brand. I prefer to purchase from brands that are transparent about their 

production processes and actively minimize environmental impact." 

• Adaptability and Trends: 

o Detail: Explain how you adapt to new trends or maintain a timeless style. 
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▪ Example: "While I like to stay updated with trends, I always adapt them to fit 

my personal style rather than following them blindly. For instance, if bold 

colors are in vogue, I might incorporate them through accessories rather than 

my entire outfit to maintain a balance that feels true to my aesthetic." 

Potential Question 7: What is your opinion on sustainable fashion? 

How to Answer: 

• Understanding of Sustainable Fashion: 

o Detail: Explain what sustainable fashion means to you and why it is significant. 

▪ Example: "To me, sustainable fashion represents an approach to clothing and 

accessories that considers both environmental and socio-economic aspects. 

It's about creating garments that not only last longer but are also produced 

under fair-trade practices, which minimizes the impact on our planet." 

• Personal Value: 

o Detail: Share your personal belief about the importance of sustainable fashion. 

▪ Example: "I believe that sustainable fashion is crucial for the future of our 

environment and for promoting ethical labour practices. It's not just about the 

clothes we wear but about fostering a global movement towards more 

responsible consumer behaviour." 

Potential Question 8: Do you make any effort to buy sustainable or ethical clothing? 

How to Answer: 

• Practical Efforts: 

o Detail: Describe specific actions you take to support sustainable fashion. 

▪ Example: "Yes, I make a concerted effort to purchase clothing from 

sustainable brands. I frequently check labels for information about fabric 

content, preferring items made from organic cotton or recycled materials. I 

also prioritize brands that provide good working conditions for their 

employees." 
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• Long-Term Commitment: 

o Detail: Discuss how your shopping habits have evolved to become more 

sustainable. 

▪ Example: "Over the years, I've shifted from buying fast fashion to investing in 

quality pieces that have a lower environmental footprint. This includes 

shopping at local thrift stores and participating in clothes-swapping events 

with friends to reduce waste." 

• Support for Sustainable Brands: 

o Detail: Mention any particular brands or initiatives you support. 

▪ Example: "I actively seek out and support brands that are transparent about 

their production processes and are certified by environmental standards 

organizations. It’s a way for me to ensure that my fashion choices align with 

my values of environmental stewardship and ethical responsibility." 

Related Vocabulary 

Boutique: A small shop that sells stylish clothing, jewelry, or other usually luxury goods. 

Example: "I prefer shopping at boutiques because they offer unique pieces that you don't 

find in large department stores." 

Tailored: Clothes fitted to a wearer's size and shape. 

Example: "I invest in tailored suits for work because they look professional and enhance my 

appearance." 

Vintage: Denoting something from the past of high quality, especially something 

representing the best of its kind. 

Example: "I love collecting vintage watches; each piece has its own story and timeless 

appeal." 

Fast fashion: Inexpensive clothing produced rapidly by mass-market retailers in response to 

the latest trends. 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 182 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

Example: "Fast fashion allows consumers to buy trendy clothes at low prices, but it often 

comes at a great environmental cost." 

Haute couture: High-end fashion that is constructed by hand from start to finish, made 

from high-quality, expensive, often unusual fabric and sewn with extreme attention to detail. 

Example: "The haute couture gown she wore to the gala was a masterpiece of design and 

craftsmanship." 

Chic: Stylishly and elegantly fashionable. 

Example: "She has a chic sense of style, always dressing in a way that looks effortlessly 

sophisticated." 

Trendsetter: A person who leads the way in fashion or ideas. 

Example: "He's a real trendsetter; whatever he wears soon appears in all the fashion 

magazines." 

Eco-friendly: Products that do not harm the environment. 

Example: "I try to buy eco-friendly clothing made from organic materials to support 

environmental sustainability." 

Upcycled: Old or discarded materials that are used to create a product of higher quality or 

value than the original. 

Example: "She created a stunning dress from upcycled fabric scraps, which was both 

beautiful and environmentally friendly." 

Ensemble: A set of clothes worn together, typically for a particular occasion. 

Example: "For her job interview, she chose a professional ensemble that included a blazer 

and matching skirt." 

Accessorize: To add accessories to an outfit to enhance its look. 

Example: "A simple way to elevate any outfit is to accessorize with the right jewelry or a 

stylish bag." 

Retail therapy: The act of shopping as a way to improve mood or mental states. 
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Example: "After a tough week at work, she indulged in a little retail therapy to uplift her 

spirits." 

Fashion-forward: A style that is ahead of current trends. 

Example: "His fashion-forward approach often means he's wearing styles that only become 

popular months later." 

Capsule wardrobe: A collection of a few essential items of clothing that don't go out of 

fashion and can be augmented by seasonal pieces. 

Example: "She maintains a capsule wardrobe, making it easy to mix and match pieces and 

create outfits without excess." 

Seasonal collection: A set of new clothing produced by fashion designers for a specific 

season. 

Example: "The designer's summer seasonal collection features vibrant colors and lightweight 

fabrics ideal for warm weather." 

Bespoke: Custom-made. In fashion, this often refers to clothing that is tailor-made for an 

individual client. 

Example: "He prefers bespoke suits because they are specifically tailored to fit his 

measurements perfectly." 

Catwalk: The stage that models walk on during a fashion show. 

Example: "The new collection received rapturous applause as the models strutted down the 

catwalk." 

Lookbook: A collection of photographs compiled to show off a style, model, photographer, 

stylist, or clothing line. 

Example: "I browsed the designer’s lookbook online to find inspiration for my wedding 

dress." 

Prêt-à-porter: Ready-to-wear clothes produced in standard sizes, more casual than haute 

couture. 
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Example: "Most of what you see in stores is prêt-à-porter, which is more affordable than 

haute couture but still fashionable." 

Silhouette: The shape or outline of a garment. 

Example: "The dress has a flattering silhouette that accentuates the waistline." 

Textiles: The fabrics that clothes are made from. 

Example: "She studied textiles in college, which gave her a deep appreciation for high-

quality fabrics." 

Avant-garde: New and unusual or experimental ideas, especially in the arts, or the people 

introducing them. 

Example: "His designs are considered avant-garde, often challenging the conventional 

norms of fashion with bold, unconventional styles." 

Merchandising: The activity of promoting the sale of goods, especially by their presentation 

in retail outlets. 

Example: "Effective merchandising ensures that products are displayed attractively to entice 

potential buyers." 

Fashionista: A person who is devoted to fashion clothing, particularly unique or high 

fashion. 

Example: "As a well-known fashionista, she often sets trends with her distinctive style 

choices." 

Wardrobe malfunction: An accidental exposure of intimate parts due to a temporary 

failure of clothing. 

Example: "The actress handled her wardrobe malfunction at the awards show with grace and 

professionalism." 

Monochrome: Consisting of or displaying images in black and white or in varying tones of 

only one colour. 

Example: "She loves wearing monochrome outfits, especially in shades of gray, for a sleek 

and sophisticated look." 
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Ethical fashion: Fashion that values social welfare and worker rights; often associated with 

environmentally sustainable practices. 

Example: "She only buys from labels that are committed to ethical fashion, ensuring that the 

workers are paid fairly and the environment is protected." 

Disruptor: A brand or business that radically changes industry practices through innovation. 

Example: "The new online store has become a disruptor in retail, bypassing traditional 

channels and selling directly to consumers at lower prices." 

Influencer: A person who has the ability to influence potential buyers of products and 

services by promoting or recommending the items on social media. 

Example: "Thanks to several high-profile influencers wearing their designs, the brand gained 

significant recognition." 

Vintage revival: The process of bringing back styles from a specific era. 

Example: "There's been a vintage revival in fashion lately, with many young people wearing 

styles from the 1980s." 

 

13. Festivals and Celebrations 

The topic of "Festivals and Celebrations" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 allows you to discuss 

cultural traditions and personal experiences related to various celebratory events. This topic 

offers an excellent opportunity to exhibit your knowledge of cultural norms and the ability 

to describe communal and personal activities vividly. Here’s how you can effectively 

approach this topic. 

Discussing Important Festivals in Your Culture 

Potential Questions: 

• What are some of the major festivals celebrated in your country? 

• Can you describe an important festival from your culture? 
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How to Answer: 

• Selection and Description of the Festival: Choose a festival that has deep cultural 

or historical significance. Describe what the festival commemorates, its origins, and 

what specifically is celebrated. 

o Example: "Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is one of the most 

cherished festivals in my country. It marks the return of Lord Rama to his 

kingdom after 14 years of exile, symbolizing the triumph of light over darkness 

and good over evil." 

• Celebration Practices: Explain the traditional activities that occur during the festival, 

including any rituals, food, decorations, or public events. 

o Example: "The celebration of Diwali involves illuminating houses with oil 

lamps and colourful lanterns, setting off fireworks, and performing Lakshmi 

Puja, a prayer to the goddess of wealth. Families and friends also exchange 

gifts and sweets, which fosters a sense of community and goodwill." 

• Cultural Importance: Discuss why the festival is important culturally, socially, or 

spiritually to your community. 

o Example: "Diwali plays a crucial role in our culture as it reinforces moral values 

and familial bonds. It's a time when people reflect on the past year, settle debts, 

and make new resolutions. For many, it’s also a spiritual occasion to seek 

blessings for prosperity in the coming year." 

• Visual Description: Provide vivid descriptions to help the examiner visualize the 

festival. 

o Example: "Imagine streets bustling with people dressed in their finest clothes, 

vibrant arrays of lights twinkling in every corner, and the air filled with the scent 

of incense and the sounds of laughter and music. This lively atmosphere is what 

makes Diwali so unforgettable." 

Discussing Personal Celebrations of Festivals 

Potential Questions: 

• How do you personally celebrate these festivals? 
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• Are there any specific traditions your family follows during festivals? 

How to Answer: 

• Personal and Family Traditions: Describe the specific customs or rituals your family 

observes during the festival. Highlight any activities that are unique to your family or 

region. 

o Example: "Every Diwali, my family gathers at our ancestral home where we start 

the day by decorating the entrance with vibrant rangoli designs to welcome good 

spirits and fortune. We light clay lamps around the house and set off fireworks in 

the evening." 

• Preparation and Celebration Activities: Talk about the preparations leading up to 

the festival, such as shopping for items, preparing food, or decorating the home. 

o Example: "The preparation for Diwali in our home begins almost a week in 

advance. We clean the entire house, which is believed to invite positivity and 

prosperity. We also shop for new clothes and ingredients needed for the special 

dishes that are cooked only during this festival." 

• Special Foods: Mention the types of food that are prepared and eaten during the 

festival, focusing on dishes that hold particular significance or are favorites within 

your family. 

o Example: "A significant part of our Diwali celebration is the cooking of a grand 

feast that includes a variety of traditional sweets like 'gulab jamun' and 'barfi', 

and savory dishes such as 'samosas' and 'biriyani'. These meals are a way for our 

family to come together and celebrate through shared flavors and heritage." 

• Cultural and Religious Observances: If applicable, discuss any religious ceremonies 

or cultural performances that are part of the celebration. 

o Example: "In addition to the festive decorations and meals, we perform a 

'Lakshmi Puja' at home, which is a prayer service dedicated to the goddess 

Lakshmi, asking for her blessings for wealth and prosperity for the coming year. 

It’s a solemn and beautiful part of our celebrations, filled with chanting and ritual 

offerings." 
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• Personal Reflections and Significance: Reflect on what the festival means to you 

personally. This can include feelings, memories, or how the festival influences your 

life. 

o Example: "For me, Diwali is more than just a festival of lights; it's a time for 

reflection, renewal, and togetherness. It brings back fond memories of my 

childhood and reinforces the values of family and community that are central to 

my culture." 

Discussing Regional Variations in Festival Celebrations 

Potential Questions: 

• Are festivals celebrated differently in other parts of your country? 

• How does the celebration of a particular festival vary across regions? 

How to Answer: 

• Overview of National Celebrations: Start with a general description of the festival 

as it is known nationally, providing a baseline for understanding. 

o Example: "Diwali is celebrated across India as the Festival of Lights, where people 

light lamps, set off fireworks, and exchange sweets. However, the specifics can 

vary greatly from one region to another." 

• Highlight Regional Differences: Describe specific regional variations, focusing on 

how practices differ in terms of activities, decorations, foods, or even the festival’s 

significance. 

o Example: "In North India, Diwali is prominently marked by elaborate firework 

displays and the worship of Goddess Lakshmi. In contrast, in South India, the 

focus is more on oil lamps and rangoli, which are intricate colourful patterns 

made on the ground using powders or flower petals." 

• Cultural Significance: Explain why certain regions might emphasize different 

aspects of the festival, possibly due to historical, environmental, or social reasons. 

o Example: "The emphasis on lighting oil lamps in the south compared to fireworks 

in the north can be traced back to local legends and historical practices. Southern 
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traditions stress the purity and subtlety of light, which aligns with their more 

introspective cultural practices." 

• Personal Observations or Experiences: If applicable, share your own experiences of 

celebrating the festival in different parts of the country or hearing about them from 

friends or family. 

o Example: "Having celebrated Diwali in both Delhi and Chennai, I've noticed that 

the northern celebrations tend to be louder and more festive, while the southern 

traditions are more about artistic expression through music and dance." 

• Socio-Economic Influences: Mention how economic factors or modern influences 

might be changing traditional ways of celebrating the festival in different regions. 

o Example: "Urban areas, regardless of region, are seeing a shift towards eco-

friendly Diwali celebrations, with an increase in the use of electronic lights and a 

reduction in firecrackers, responding to growing environmental concerns." 

Discussing the Social Significance of Festivals 

Potential Questions: 

• What is the social significance of these festivals in your community? 

• Why are these celebrations important to people in your area? 

How to Answer: 

• Community Bonding: Explain how festivals serve as a platform for strengthening 

communal ties. Discuss activities that involve group participation and how they foster 

a sense of unity. 

o Example: "Diwali, much like other communal festivals, serves as a linchpin for 

social cohesion in my community. During this time, neighbours and even 

strangers come together to light fireworks, share meals, and decorate their 

surroundings, which enhances camaraderie and fosters a strong sense of 

community spirit." 
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• Cultural Identity and Heritage: Highlight how festivals help in preserving cultural 

heritage and enhancing the community's identity. Discuss the transmission of 

traditions from older generations to younger ones. 

o Example: "These festivals are not just about celebration but also about passing 

down rich traditions and cultural values. For instance, during Diwali, elders teach 

the younger generations the art of making rangoli and the stories behind the 

festival, which helps preserve our cultural identity and heritage." 

• Social Harmony and Inclusion: Describe how festivals promote inclusivity and 

harmony among diverse groups within the community. Mention any specific events 

that are designed to bridge social gaps. 

o Example: "In our multicultural community, Diwali has transcended cultural 

boundaries, becoming a shared event that all community members participate in, 

regardless of their ethnic background. This inclusivity is pivotal for promoting 

mutual respect and social harmony." 

• Economic Impact: Discuss the economic benefits that festivals bring to local 

communities, such as boosting local businesses or creating temporary employment 

opportunities. 

o Example: "Festivals like Diwali significantly boost local economies. Markets come 

alive as people buy decorations, gifts, and food, supporting small businesses and 

street vendors, which injects vitality into our local economy." 

• Personal and Psychological Benefits: Consider the personal fulfillment and joy 

these festivals bring to individuals, which can have broader psychological benefits for 

the community. 

o Example: "Beyond the social aspects, festivals provide individuals with a sense of 

joy and a break from the daily grind, which is crucial for mental health. The 

collective joy and celebratory atmosphere contribute to a general uplift in 

community morale." 

Related Vocabulary 

Festive (adj.): Pertaining to a feast or festival; celebratory. 
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Example: "The streets were festive, adorned with colorful banners and lights for the annual 

spring festival." 

Extravaganza (n.): An elaborate and spectacular entertainment or production. 

Example: "The city's New Year's Eve extravaganza included live performances, dazzling 

fireworks, and street parades." 

Gala (n.): A social occasion with special entertainments or performances. 

Example: "The charity gala was a highlight of the social calendar, featuring a silent auction 

and a classical music performance." 

Merriment (n.): Gaiety and fun. 

Example: "The merriment of the medieval fair was contagious, with jesters, musicians, and 

dancers entertaining the crowds." 

Procession (n.): A number of people or vehicles moving forward in an orderly, ceremonial 

way. 

Example: "The religious procession moved slowly through the streets with participants 

carrying statues and singing hymns." 

Regalia (n.): The emblems or insignia of royalty, especially the crown, scepter, and other 

ornaments used at a coronation. 

Example: "The king wore his regalia during the national day celebrations, symbolizing his 

leadership and the country's heritage." 

Jamboree (n.): A large celebration or party, typically a boisterous one. 

Example: "The annual music jamboree attracted fans from all over the region, eager to hear 

their favourite bands play live." 

Convivial (adj.): Friendly, lively, and enjoyable. 

Example: "The atmosphere at the festival was convivial, with strangers sharing stories and 

laughter over communal meals." 

Soiree (n.): An evening gathering, typically at someone's home, for conversation or music. 
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Example: "The cultural association hosted a soiree where guests enjoyed poetry readings 

and classical guitar performances." 

Bacchanal (n.): A wild and drunken celebration. 

Example: "The beach party turned into a bacchanal as the night wore on, with revelers 

dancing under the moonlight." 

Pomp (n.): Ceremony and splendid display, especially at a public event. 

Example: "Graduation ceremonies are filled with pomp, as students and faculty celebrate 

academic achievements in ceremonial attire." 

Fete (n.): A celebration or festival. 

Example: "The village fete featured homemade goods, local music, and games for the 

children, making it a much-anticipated annual event." 

Spectacular (adj.): Beautiful in a dramatic and eye-catching way. 

Example: "The fireworks display was truly spectacular, illuminating the night sky with vibrant 

colours and patterns." 

Ebullient (adj.): Cheerful and full of energy. 

Example: "The parade leader was ebullient, encouraging the crowd to sing along and dance 

to the marching band's tunes." 

Reunion (n.): An instance of two or more people coming together again after a period of 

separation. 

Example: "Family reunions during the Lunar New Year are an important tradition, reinforcing 

family ties and honouring ancestors." 

Lavish (adj.): Sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious. 

Example: "The wedding was lavish, with exquisite decorations, a gourmet meal, and 

hundreds of guests celebrating the couple's union." 

Ceremonious (adj.): Relating to or suitable for formal events. 
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Example: "The award ceremony was ceremonious, with participants dressed in formal wear 

and speeches highlighting the achievements of the honourees." 

Revel (v.): To enjoy oneself in a lively and noisy way, especially with drinking and dancing. 

Example: "People reveled all night long at the carnival, dancing to samba rhythms and 

celebrating the festive season." 

Commemoration (n.): A ceremony or celebration in which a person or event is 

remembered. 

Example: "The commemoration of the town's founding included a speech by the mayor and 

the unveiling of a new statue in the main square." 

Vibrant (adj.): Full of energy and enthusiasm. 

Example: "The festival atmosphere was vibrant, with colourful decorations and lively music 

filling the streets." 

Symposium (n.): A formal meeting at which experts discuss a particular topic. 

Example: "The cultural symposium featured discussions on the importance of preserving 

traditional music and crafts." 

Gaiety (n.): The state or quality of being light-hearted or cheerful. 

Example: "The gaiety of the parade was infectious, with everyone smiling and enjoying the 

festivities." 

Ornate (adj.): Made in an intricate shape or decorated with complex patterns. 

Example: "The ornate costumes worn by the dancers at the festival were a spectacular sight, 

featuring intricate embroidery and bright colours." 

Pilgrimage (n.): A pilgrim's journey, especially to a place of particular spiritual significance. 

Example: "Many people make a pilgrimage to the city during the festival season to visit the 

historic temple." 

Euphoria (n.): A feeling or state of intense excitement and happiness. 
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Example: "The euphoria at the music festival was palpable, with fans cheering wildly for their 

favourite bands." 

Rite (n.): A religious or other solemn ceremony or act. 

Example: "The rite of lighting the festival lanterns is a beautiful tradition that symbolizes the 

bringing of light and hope." 

Sumptuous (adj.): Splendid and expensive-looking. 

Example: "The banquet was sumptuous, with an array of exquisite dishes that delighted the 

guests." 

Anecdotal (adj.): (of an account) not necessarily true or reliable, because based on personal 

accounts rather than facts or research. 

Example: "His speech was rich with anecdotal stories from past festivals, bringing to life the 

traditions and history of the event." 

Elaborate (adj.): Involving many carefully arranged parts or details; detailed and 

complicated in design and planning. 

Example: "The elaborate float designs at the parade showcased the creativity and hard work 

of the community." 

Conviviality (n.): The quality of being friendly and lively; friendliness. 

Example: "The conviviality of the holiday party made it a warm and welcoming event for all 

attendees." 

 

14. Books and Reading 

The topic of "Books and Reading" in IELTS Speaking Part 1 allows you to explore various 

aspects of reading habits, preferences, and the importance of reading in personal and 

educational development. This topic is an excellent avenue to demonstrate your vocabulary 

range, ability to express personal views, and discuss broader societal trends related to 

reading. Here’s how you can effectively approach this topic: 
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Discussing Reading Habits 

Potential Questions: 

• What kind of books do you like to read? 

• Do you have a favorite book or author? 

How to Answer: 

• Selection and Description of Favorite Books or Genres: Choose a genre or a book 

that you enjoy and explain why it appeals to you. 

o Example: "I'm particularly fond of historical fiction because it allows me to 

immerse myself in past eras and understand the context behind major 

historical events. A favorite of mine is 'The Book Thief' by Markus Zusak, 

which portrays World War II from a very unique perspective." 

• Reading Routines: Discuss your personal reading habits, such as when and where 

you prefer to read. 

o Example: "I tend to read in the evenings as a way to unwind after a day's 

work. My ideal setting is in my quiet study room, where I have a comfortable 

armchair that overlooks the garden—perfect for long reading sessions." 

• Changing Reading Habits Over Time: Reflect on how your reading habits have 

evolved. 

o Example: "As a student, I primarily read academic texts, but lately, I've been 

exploring more fiction to broaden my understanding of different cultures and 

storytelling styles." 

Discussing the Benefits of Reading 

Potential Questions: 

• Why do you think reading is important? 

• How has reading influenced your life? 

How to Answer: 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 196 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Educational and Cognitive Benefits: Highlight how reading enhances knowledge, 

vocabulary, and cognitive skills. 

o Example: "Reading has been crucial for my academic success, significantly 

enhancing my vocabulary and comprehension skills. It's also a great exercise 

for the brain, promoting memory retention and analytical thinking." 

• Emotional and Psychological Benefits: Discuss the emotional or therapeutic 

benefits of reading. 

o Example: "For me, reading is not just about learning; it's a form of escapism. It 

provides a respite from everyday stresses and helps in fostering a sense of 

empathy as I live through the experiences of characters." 

• Social Implications: Mention how reading can improve social skills and awareness. 

o Example: "Books have opened up worlds beyond my immediate environment, 

helping me develop a better understanding of different human conditions 

and social issues, which is essential for nurturing empathy and social 

awareness." 

Discussing Reading Trends and Technology 

Potential Questions: 

• Have reading habits changed in your country recently? 

• What impact has technology had on reading? 

How to Answer: 

• Overview of National Reading Trends: Start with a general observation about 

reading trends in your country or globally. 

o Example: "With the rise of digital media, traditional reading habits have 

transformed significantly. More people are reading ebooks or listening to 

audiobooks as they find these formats more convenient for their fast-paced 

lifestyles." 

• Impact of Digital Technologies: Discuss how devices like e-readers and 

smartphones have changed the way people read. 
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o Example: "E-readers have revolutionized reading by making it possible to 

carry thousands of books in one device, adjusting font sizes, and reading in 

low light, enhancing accessibility and convenience." 

• Preservation of Traditional Reading: Despite technological advances, mention the 

continued importance of physical books. 

o Example: "Despite the popularity of digital formats, there is still a significant 

number of people who prefer physical books for the tactile experience and 

the lack of screen time, which is a break from the digital fatigue of modern 

life." 

Discussing Personal Reading Preferences 

Potential Questions: 

• Do you prefer fiction or non-fiction? Why? 

• Are there any books you would recommend? 

How to Answer: 

• Personal Preferences: Share your preference with reasons. 

o Example: "I have a strong preference for non-fiction, particularly biographies, 

because they provide deep insights into extraordinary lives, offering real-life 

lessons and inspiration." 

• Recommendations and Justifications: Recommend a book and explain why. 

o Example: "I would recommend 'Sapiens' by Yuval Noah Harari to anyone 

interested in the history of humankind. It offers a compelling overview of our 

evolution and poses intriguing questions about our future." 

By structuring your responses and using varied vocabulary, you can effectively discuss the 

topic of reading in IELTS Speaking Part 1, showcasing not only your language skills but also 

your personal insights and cultural awareness. 
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Related Vocabulary 

Bibliophile 

• Definition: A person who loves or collects books. 

• Example: As a bibliophile, I'm always in search of rare editions to add to my 

collection. 

Anthology 

• Definition: A published collection of poems or other pieces of writing. 

• Example: I recently bought an anthology of 20th-century American poetry that 

includes some truly inspiring works. 

Prolific Author 

• Definition: An author who has written a large number of works. 

• Example: Agatha Christie was a prolific author, known for her numerous detective 

novels. 

Narrative Nonfiction 

• Definition: A genre of nonfiction that uses narrative techniques to present real 

events. 

• Example: 'In Cold Blood' by Truman Capote is a pioneering work in narrative 

nonfiction that details a brutal murder in a factual yet compelling way. 

Epistolary Novel 

• Definition: A novel written as a series of documents, typically letters or diary entries. 

• Example: 'The Colour Purple' by Alice Walker, an epistolary novel, powerfully conveys 

the protagonist's feelings and experiences through her letters. 

Literary Critique 

• Definition: A written analysis and evaluation of a work of literature. 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 199 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Example: In my literature class, I wrote a literary critique that analysed the thematic 

depth of 'To Kill a Mockingbird.' 

Canon (Literary) 

• Definition: The collection of works considered representative of a period or genre. 

• Example: Shakespeare’s plays are essential parts of the English literary canon. 

Allegory 

• Definition: A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden 

meaning, typically a moral or political one. 

• Example: George Orwell's 'Animal Farm' serves as an allegory for the Russian 

Revolution of 1917. 

Prose 

• Definition: Written or spoken language in its ordinary form, without the structured 

meter of poetry. 

• Example: Her prose is fluent and expressive, making even the most complex ideas 

accessible and engaging. 

Serialized Novel 

• Definition: A novel published in sequential instalments. 

• Example: Charles Dickens released many of his novels in serialized form, which kept 

his readers eagerly anticipating each next instalment. 

Omniscient Narrator 

• Definition: A method of storytelling in which the narrator knows the thoughts and 

feelings of all the characters in the story. 

• Example: The omniscient narrator in 'Middlemarch' provides insights into every 

character's inner workings, enhancing the depth of the narrative. 

Foreword 
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• Definition: A short introduction to a book, typically by someone other than the 

author. 

• Example: The foreword to the latest edition of 'Jane Eyre' gives context about the 

novel's historical and cultural significance. 

Genre 

• Definition: A category of artistic composition, as in music or literature, characterized 

by similarities in form, style, or subject matter. 

• Example: My favourite literary genre is science fiction because it often explores 

complex ideas about technology and the future. 

Dystopian Literature 

• Definition: A genre of fiction that explores social and political structures in a dark, 

nightmare world. 

• Example: '1984' by George Orwell is a quintessential piece of dystopian literature that 

imagines a totalitarian regime controlling every aspect of life. 

Novella 

• Definition: A short novel or a long short story. 

• Example: 'The Metamorphosis' by Franz Kafka, a novella, is renowned for its concise 

yet powerful exploration of an individual’s alienation within society. 

Denouement 

• Definition: The final part of a play, movie, or narrative in which the strands of the plot 

are drawn together and matters are explained or resolved. 

• Example: The denouement of the novel provided a satisfying conclusion to the 

complex plot, leaving no loose ends. 

Archetype 

• Definition: A very typical example of a certain person or thing in literature, often used 

to represent universal patterns of human nature. 
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• Example: The hero’s journey is an archetype found in mythologies around the world, 

symbolizing the individual’s quest for self-discovery. 

Epic 

• Definition: A long narrative poem, typically derived from ancient oral tradition, 

narrating the deeds and adventures of heroic or legendary figures. 

• Example: Homer’s 'The Odyssey' is an epic poem that recounts the adventures of 

Odysseus as he attempts to return to his homeland. 

Fable 

• Definition: A short story, typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral. 

• Example: One of Aesop's fables, 'The Tortoise and the Hare,' teaches the moral that 

slow and steady wins the race. 

Parody 

• Definition: A humorous or satirical imitation of a serious piece of literature or writing. 

• Example: 'Don Quixote' by Miguel de Cervantes is often considered a parody of the 

traditional chivalric tales of its time. 

Pathos 

• Definition: A quality that evokes pity or sadness. 

• Example: The pathos of the story was so profound that it left me feeling emotional 

long after I finished reading it. 

Protagonist 

• Definition: The leading character or one of the major characters in a drama, movie, 

novel, or other fictional text. 

• Example: The protagonist of the novel struggles with her identity in a society that 

seeks to suppress her desires. 

Antagonist 
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• Definition: A person who actively opposes or is hostile to the protagonist or the hero 

of a story. 

• Example: The antagonist in the story was not a typical villain but rather a 

representation of the protagonist's inner conflicts. 

Motif 

• Definition: A distinctive feature or dominant idea in an artistic or literary composition. 

• Example: The recurring motif of water throughout the novel symbolizes both life and 

destruction. 

 

High Band Template (IELTS Speaking Part 1) 

In the first part of the IELTS Speaking test, where personal and familiar topics dominate the 

conversation, how you structure your responses can greatly impact your score. To aid in 

your preparation, we present the "High Scoring Template" below. This template is designed 

to help you structure your answers in a way that is clear, logical, and engaging. It ensures 

that you provide not just answers, but well-rounded responses that showcase your language 

skills effectively. 

While this template serves as a strong foundation for structuring your responses, remember 

that it is merely a guide. The IELTS exam values authenticity and spontaneous thought, so 

feel free to adapt this template to better suit your personal speaking style or to better 

match the specific question you are addressing. 

High Scoring Template (IELTS Speaking Part 1) 

1. Direct Answer: Begin with a clear and concise response that directly addresses the 

question. 

o Question: "How important is exercise to you?" 

o Direct Answer: "Exercise is absolutely vital to me." 

2. Elaboration: Immediately expand on your initial response by explaining why you feel 

this way or detailing the underlying reasons. 
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o Elaboration: "It plays a crucial role in my daily routine because it not only 

improves my physical health but also significantly boosts my mental well-

being." 

3. Example: Insert a personal story or example that demonstrates your point in a real-

world context, which adds depth and interest to your answer. 

o Example: "For instance, every morning, I start my day with a thirty-minute 

run. This not only energizes me but also clears my mind, preparing me for the 

day ahead." 

4. Reflection or Additional Information: Provide a comparative insight or reflect on 

how your answer aligns with broader habits or trends, if applicable. 

o Reflection/Insight: "This habit of morning runs is something I’ve maintained 

for years, and I’ve noticed it's quite common among my peers, especially 

those who lead a high-pressure lifestyle." 

5. Closing Remark: End with a statement that rounds off your answer smoothly, linking 

back to the personal benefit or broader impact. 

o Concluding Statement: "Overall, integrating exercise into my life not only 

enhances my fitness but also instils a sense of discipline and mental clarity 

that permeates all areas of my life." 

Full Response Using the Template 

Question: "How important is exercise to you?" 

Answer: "Exercise is absolutely vital to me. It plays a crucial role in my daily routine because 

it not only improves my physical health but also significantly boosts my mental well-being. 

For instance, every morning, I start my day with a thirty-minute run. This not only energizes 

me but also clears my mind, preparing me for the day ahead. This habit of morning runs is 

something I’ve maintained for years, and I’ve noticed it's quite common among my peers, 

especially those who lead a high-pressure lifestyle. Overall, integrating exercise into my life 

not only enhances my fitness but also instils a sense of discipline and mental clarity that 

permeates all areas of my life." 

We encourage you to use this template as a starting point for your practice. It is structured 

to help you articulate your thoughts in a coherent and detailed manner, which is crucial for 
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achieving a high score. However, it is equally important to be flexible and authentic in your 

responses. If you find a different method that works better for you or if you have ideas to 

enhance this template, embrace those innovations. The ultimate goal is to communicate 

effectively and confidently, showcasing your unique voice and perspective. 

 

Part 2: Cue Card Session 

IELTS Speaking Part 2, commonly known as the "Cue Card" section, involves delivering a 

short talk on a given topic, based on prompts provided on a cue card. You have one minute 

to prepare after receiving the card, and then you are expected to speak for 1-2 minutes. This 

part tests your ability to speak at length on a specific topic, organize your thoughts quickly, 

and express ideas coherently.  

Part 2 Special Tips & Tricks 

In the following discussion, you’ll discover a treasure trove of tips and tricks designed 

specifically to elevate your performance in IELTS Speaking Part 2 exam. Prepare to dive deep 

into strategies that will not only boost your confidence but also enhance your ability to 

communicate with elegance and precision. Here are detailed tips and strategies to help you 

excel in this section: 

Understand the Question 

Grasping the essence of the question is the first and most crucial step in IELTS Speaking Part 

2. When you receive the cue card, take a moment to thoroughly read and absorb every 

detail it presents. Understanding the prompt involves more than just a cursory glance; it 

requires you to identify not only the main topic but also the specific aspects you are 

expected to cover. The cue card may ask you to describe a person, place, or event, explain 

how something works or your feelings about a situation, or discuss your opinions and 

justifications in depth. Each of these tasks demands a different approach and set of 

information. 

Make sure you notice any secondary questions or prompts on the card, as these are 

designed to guide your response and ensure a well-rounded answer. For example, a cue 

card might ask you to describe a memorable event, and then prompt you to explain why it 

was memorable and how it impacted you. By identifying and understanding these nuances, 
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you can structure your response to cover all required elements comprehensively, which is 

essential for achieving a high score. This meticulous attention to detail in the question's 

requirements will set a strong foundation for a compelling and organized answer. 

Use the preparation time wisely 

Note-Taking: You're provided with paper and a pencil to jot down your ideas. 

• Technique: Write down keywords or brief phrases rather than full sentences. This 

approach saves time and keeps you from simply reading your response during the 

actual speaking portion. 

o Example: If the topic is "Describe a recent holiday," your notes might include 

"beach, sunset, seafood dinner, relaxing, family time." 

Structuring Your Response: Expanding on the structure for an effective response in IELTS 

Speaking Part 2 can greatly enhance your performance by helping you deliver a coherent 

and engaging presentation. Here’s a deeper look into each part of the response structure: 

Introduction: The introduction sets the stage for your talk. It should: 

• Engage the listener: Start with a sentence that catches interest. You might begin 

with a general statement about the topic before introducing your specific subject. 

• State the topic clearly: Ensure that your introduction directly references the cue 

card topic. 

o Example: "Today, I'm excited to share details about a remarkable beach 

holiday I enjoyed last month, which was a rejuvenating escape from my 

everyday routine." 

Body 

The body is where you develop your topic, providing details and examples. Each 

point should transition smoothly into the next: 

• Point 1: Location and Time 

o Detail the setting: Describe the location in detail to help the listener 

visualize it. Include sensory descriptions if possible. 
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o Timing: Explain when you went and any relevance of the timing (e.g., off-

season advantages). 

o Example: "The holiday took place on the tranquil shores of Bali, known for 

its stunning landscapes and warm, welcoming culture. We chose early 

June to avoid the tourist rush, which gave us a more personal experience 

of the island." 

• Point 2: Activities 

o Describe the main activities: Focus on what you did that made the trip 

special. Include feelings and reactions to these activities. 

o Interaction: Mention who you were with and any interactions that added 

to the experience. 

o Example: "Each day was packed with adventure, from sunbathing on the 

sun-kissed beaches to trying exhilarating water sports like jet skiing and 

snorkeling. The thrill of gliding over the waves and exploring the vibrant 

marine life was unlike anything I've experienced before." 

• Point 3: Highlights and Memorable Moments 

o Emphasize special moments: Discuss any particular event or aspect that 

stood out. 

o Personal impact: Explain why these moments were memorable or how 

they affected you. 

▪ Example: "A standout memory was watching the sunset from a cozy 

beachside café, where the sky turned a brilliant array of colours. It 

wasn't just the visual beauty but the peaceful feeling of the moment 

that made it so unforgettable." 

Conclusion 

The conclusion wraps up your talk and leaves a lasting impression: 

• Summarize briefly: Recap the main points without introducing new 

information. 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 207 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Reflect on the experience: Share what the experience meant to you or how 

it influenced you. 

• Closing remark: End with a statement that underscores the overall 

importance or uniqueness of the experience. 

o Example: "Reflecting on this holiday, it was more than just a break; it was 

a transformative experience that refreshed my spirit and strengthened 

family bonds. It reminded me of the joy and peace that nature brings, 

making it a truly cherished memory." 

By providing this structured, detailed response, you demonstrate your ability to organize 

thoughts, use varied vocabulary, and engage with the topic deeply, all of which are critical 

for achieving a high score in IELTS Speaking Part 2. 

 

Expand Your Answers 

In IELTS Speaking Part 2, expanding your answers effectively is key to demonstrating your 

proficiency in English. Here’s how you can enrich your responses with more detailed and 

sensory-rich content: 

• Detailing: Explaining the "how" and "why" behind your answers adds depth and 

interest, showing the examiner that you can think critically and express yourself 

clearly. 

o Use examples: Whenever you make a point, back it up with a specific example. 

This not only supports your statement but also makes your answer more tangible 

and convincing. 

o Explain reasons: Whenever you mention a preference or an action, delve into the 

reasons behind your choices. This demonstrates reflective thinking and the ability 

to articulate personal views in English. 

▪ Example: "When asked about a memorable journey, I wouldn’t just mention 

where I went; I’d explain why I chose that destination—perhaps because it's 

renowned for its historical significance, which aligns with my interest in 

history." 
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• Sensory Details 

Incorporating sensory details into your responses makes your descriptions vivid and 

immersive, helping the examiner visualize what you're describing. 

o Visual details: Describe what you saw in vibrant detail. Use adjectives and adverbs to 

paint a picture. 

o Auditory details: Mention any distinctive sounds that were part of the experience. 

This could be the hustle and bustle of a city, the tranquillity of a quiet beach, or the 

chatter in a café. 

o Tactile and olfactory details: If relevant, describe textures or smells that made an 

impression on you. This can be particularly engaging in a story about food, nature, or 

urban environments. 

▪ Example: "Describing a visit to a local market, I’d talk about the vibrant 

colours of fresh produce, the cacophony of vendors calling out prices, and the 

rich smell of street food permeating the air, which together created a lively 

atmosphere that energized anyone who visited." 

Use Varied Vocabulary and Grammar 

In IELTS Speaking Part 2, effectively utilizing a varied vocabulary and demonstrating a broad 

range of grammatical structures are key strategies to impress the examiner and boost your 

score. Here’s how to leverage these elements in your response: 

Synonyms and Precise Language 

Using a variety of synonyms allows you to convey your message more vividly and prevents 

your language from becoming repetitive, which can engage the examiner more effectively. 

Use synonyms for commonly used words. For example, for the word "beautiful," learn 

alternatives like "alluring," "exquisite," and "majestic." Apply these synonyms in appropriate 

contexts to show that you understand the subtle differences in their meanings. For example, 

"exquisite" might be used for fine details of art, while "majestic" could describe expansive 

natural landscapes. 

Example in Detail: 
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• Basic Statement: "The waterfall was beautiful." 

• Enhanced with Synonyms: "The waterfall was absolutely breathtaking, cascading 

majestically into the lagoon below, its waters shimmering under the sun’s radiant 

glow." 

Industry-Specific Terms 

Leveraging technical or industry-specific vocabulary demonstrates not only your command 

of English but also your knowledge of a particular subject area. 

Depending on the cue card topic, use relevant technical terms. If the topic is about hobbies 

like photography, terms like "aperture," "exposure," and "shutter speed" can be useful. 

However, make sure to use these terms correctly to convey precise understanding. Misuse 

can lead to confusion and lower your score. For example, 

• General Sentence: "I enjoy photography. It’s about capturing pictures." 

• Enhanced with Technical Terms: "I am passionate about photography, particularly 

the art of manipulating aperture and shutter speed to capture dynamic landscapes 

with optimal exposure." 

Now, imagine you receive a cue card asking you to describe a recent project you completed. 

• Introduction: "I’d like to describe a recent culinary project where I mastered the art 

of French cooking." 

• Body: 

o Using Synonyms: "This endeavour was not just educational but truly 

enlightening. Each session was a journey into the intricate and sophisticated 

world of gastronomy." 

o Using Technical Terms: "I focused on perfecting several techniques, such as 

'sous-vide' cooking, which involves vacuum-sealing food and cooking it in a 

water bath. Another technique was 'flambéing,' where alcohol is added to a hot 

pan to create a burst of flames, enhancing the flavour." 
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• Conclusion: "This project significantly refined my culinary skills and deepened my 

appreciation for meticulous preparation and presentation. It was a transformative 

experience that melded culinary precision with artistic expression." 

By integrating a rich vocabulary and precise technical terms into your responses, you not 

only enrich the content but also clearly demonstrate your fluency and command of the 

English language, key criteria that the IELTS examiners are assessing. 

 

Grammatical Range 

Using a range of grammatical structures effectively can significantly enhance the quality of 

your response in the IELTS Speaking Part 2 exam. Here’s how you can implement various 

grammatical strategies to showcase your language proficiency: 

Complex Sentences 

Complex sentences are a crucial element in demonstrating linguistic competence in IELTS 

Speaking Part 2. They allow you to link ideas smoothly, showing coherence and depth in 

your answers. Here's an in-depth look at how you can utilize complex sentences effectively 

during your response: 

A complex sentence contains one independent clause and at least one dependent clause. 

The dependent clause may function as an adjective, adverb, or noun and is typically 

introduced by a conjunction or relative pronoun. 

Example 1: Adding Context 

• Simple Sentences: "I joined the debate club. I wanted to improve my public 

speaking skills." 

• Complex Sentence: "I joined the debate club because I wanted to improve my 

public speaking skills." 

This complex sentence explains the reason behind an action, adding depth to the narrative 

by linking motivation with the action. 

Example 2: Describing Conditions 
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• Simple Sentences: "It was raining. We postponed the picnic." 

• Complex Sentence: "We postponed the picnic because it was raining." 

This sentence shows the cause-effect relationship directly, enhancing the logical flow of 

your explanation. 

Example 3: Contrasting Information 

• Simple Sentences: "I love outdoor activities. I live in a busy city." 

• Complex Sentence: "Although I love outdoor activities, I live in a busy city where it’s 

difficult to find green spaces." 

The use of "although" introduces a contrast, adding complexity to your response by 

acknowledging conflicting aspects of your situation. 

Example 4: Specifying Time 

• Simple Sentences: "I completed my project. I received praise from my supervisor." 

• Complex Sentence: "After I completed my project, I received praise from my 

supervisor." 

The temporal clause "After I completed my project" specifies when the event happened, 

linking two actions chronologically for clearer storytelling. 

Conditional Sentences 

Conditional sentences are a versatile tool in the IELTS Speaking Part 2 exam, allowing you to 

demonstrate a range of grammatical structures and express complex ideas clearly and 

effectively. Here’s how you can effectively use different types of conditional sentences 

during your response, with a focus on the first and third conditionals. 

First Conditional: Realistic Future Possibilities 

The first conditional is used to talk about likely outcomes in the future, based on certain 

conditions. It follows the structure: If + present simple, will + base form of the verb. 

• Example: "If the weather remains clear, we will go on a guided tour of the ancient 

ruins tomorrow." 
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This sentence uses the first conditional to discuss a future event that is likely to happen if 

the condition (clear weather) is met. It shows your ability to think about and discuss future 

scenarios, a skill that can impress the IELTS examiner. 

Part 2 - Describing a Future Event 

• Cue Card: "Describe an event you are looking forward to attending." 

o Response: "I am looking forward to attending a concert next month. If the 

weather is good, we will have a picnic outside the venue before the concert 

starts." 

o Explanation: Here, the use of the first conditional ("If the weather is good, we 

will...") helps to describe how the enjoyment of the event is contingent upon 

good weather. This adds a realistic perspective to the anticipation and planning 

involved in attending the event. 

Third Conditional: Hypothetical Past 

The third conditional is an invaluable grammatical structure for discussing unrealized past 

scenarios and their potential outcomes. In the IELTS Speaking Part 2 exam, it facilitates deep 

reflection and critical analysis of past actions. This conditional form allows you to explore 

what could have happened under different circumstances, thereby showcasing your ability 

to evaluate and learn from past experiences. 

Structure and Function 

• Structure: If + past perfect, would have + past participle 

Function: To discuss past scenarios that did not happen and speculate about 

possible outcomes of those scenarios. 

Examples 

• Part 2 - Reflecting on Missed Personal Opportunities 

o Cue Card: "Describe a decision you regret not making." 

o Response: "If I had taken the job offer in Tokyo last year, I would have gained 

invaluable international work experience and improved my Japanese language 

skills substantially." 
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o Explanation: This response reflects on a decision not to move abroad for work. 

Using the third conditional ("If I had taken...I would have gained..."), the candidate 

speculates about the professional and personal growth opportunities missed. 

This introspective answer demonstrates an understanding of the impact of 

decisions on life paths. 

• Part 2 - Considering Alternative Professional Paths 

o Cue Card: "Talk about a career path you once considered but did not pursue." 

o Response: "If I had pursued a career in medicine as I initially planned, I would 

have become a doctor. However, I might have missed the passion I now have for 

teaching children, which has been incredibly fulfilling." 

o Explanation: Here, the candidate uses the third conditional to discuss an 

alternate career path. Reflecting on the implications of this choice ("If I had 

pursued...I would have become..."), the candidate evaluates the trade-offs 

between different life decisions, providing insight into their values and priorities. 

Passive Voice 

In IELTS Speaking Part 2, the passive voice can be a powerful tool to enhance the formality 

and variety of your language, which is essential for scoring well on the criteria of 

grammatical range and accuracy. Using the passive voice effectively shifts the focus from 

the subject performing an action to the action itself or the recipient of the action. This can 

add a level of sophistication to your responses. 

• Structure: The passive voice is formed by using the appropriate form of the verb "to 

be" followed by the past participle of the main verb. The agent (the doer of the 

action) can be included with "by," but it is often omitted if it's obvious, unknown, or 

irrelevant. 

Describing Events or Processes: When describing how something was done, particularly in 

scenarios where the 'doer' is not as important as the action. 

Formality: Adds a formal tone to your descriptions, which can be particularly useful when 

discussing academic, historical, or scientific topics. 

Example 1: Describing Achievements 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 214 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Initial Sentence: "Our team completed the project two weeks early." 

• Passive Voice: "The project was completed two weeks early by our team." 

• Explanation: This passive construction emphasizes the achievement (the project’s 

early completion) rather than the team. It subtly shifts the focus to the result, which 

can be useful when you want to highlight outcomes over individuals. 

Example 2: Historical or Cultural Descriptions 

• Initial Sentence: "Architects built this temple in the 12th century." 

• Passive Voice: "This temple was built in the 12th century." 

• Explanation: Using the passive voice omits the specific agents (architects) who are 

generally unknown or less important to the discussion. This focuses on the event of 

the temple's construction, which is more relevant to the narrative. 

Example 3: Academic Context 

• Initial Sentence: "Scientists have discovered a new method to treat this disease." 

• Passive Voice: "A new method to treat this disease has been discovered." 

• Explanation: This shifts the emphasis from the scientists to the discovery itself, 

enhancing the formality and focusing on the scientific achievement rather than the 

individuals. 

Combined Example: 

Imagine the cue card asks you to describe a recent project at work or school: 

• Introduction: "I’d like to talk about a recent project where my team and I developed 

a new software solution designed to enhance data security, which was crucial for our 

company’s operations." 

• Body (combined examples of complex-conditional-passive sentences): 

o Complex Sentence: "Although the project was initially projected to take three 

months, due to our dedicated efforts, it was completed in just two, which was 

well ahead of the deadline." 
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o Conditional Sentence: "If we had not implemented the latest encryption 

protocols, the software might not have met the high-security standards required 

by our clients." 

o Passive Voice: "Throughout the development phase, several innovative features 

were incorporated by our team to ensure optimal performance and user 

satisfaction." 

• Conclusion: "The successful completion of this project not only led to a significant 

enhancement of our product lineup but also allowed us to attract larger clients. It 

was a testament to the hard work and creativity of our entire team." 

By weaving together complex grammatical structures, you demonstrate your linguistic 

versatility and ability to articulate thoughts clearly and effectively. This approach can greatly 

impress the examiner and contribute to achieving a higher score in the IELTS Speaking test. 

 

Speak Fluently and Coherently 

Pacing is a critical aspect of your speaking performance, especially in a test like the IELTS, 

where the ability to deliver information clearly and effectively is assessed. Proper pacing 

ensures that your speech is comfortably comprehensible, allowing the examiner to follow 

your ideas without strain. Here's a more detailed look at why pacing is important and how 

to manage it effectively during the IELTS Speaking Part 2: 

Fluency 

• Comprehension: Speaking too quickly can lead to slurred words and jumbled 

sentences, making it difficult for the listener to understand your points. Conversely, 

speaking too slowly may cause the listener's attention to wane. Balanced pacing 

helps maintain the listener's interest and ensures that your message is conveyed 

clearly. 

• Naturalness: Effective pacing contributes to the natural flow of speech. It makes 

your English sound more fluent and can help convey confidence in your language 

skills. 
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• Time Management: In IELTS Speaking Part 2, you have two minutes to speak. Proper 

pacing helps you cover all your points adequately without feeling rushed towards the 

end. 

• Mindful Speaking: Be aware of your speed while speaking. It’s easy to speed up 

when nervous, so conscious regulation is key. If you notice you’re speaking too fast, 

consciously slow down to a more measured pace. 

• Use Pauses Effectively: Strategic pauses can enhance understanding and allow you 

a moment to think ahead. Pauses are particularly useful after making a key point or 

before transitioning to a new idea, providing clear segmentation of thoughts. 

Coherence 

• In the IELTS Speaking Part 2, demonstrating coherence is not just about speaking 

fluently; it’s about how logically and effectively you can connect your ideas to create 

a clear and compelling narrative. Here’s a more in-depth look at strategies to 

enhance coherence and make your response more structured and connected. 

Strategies for Enhancing Coherence: 

Logical Structure: 

• Introduction: Briefly introduce the topic. Set the scene for what you are going to 

talk about. This doesn’t have to be long; one or two sentences can be sufficient. 

• Body: This is where you develop your points. Each main point should form a 

separate paragraph-like section. Use examples and explanations to expand your 

points. 

• Conclusion: Sum up what you have discussed. Reflect briefly on the experience or 

provide a concluding thought. 

Example: 

• "Today, I’d like to share an experience from a recent hiking adventure I embarked on 

in the Rockies. Initially, I’ll describe the preparation and onset of the journey, 

followed by some challenges we faced, and conclude with how this experience 

enriched my appreciation for nature." 
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Linking Phrases: 

• Using transitional phrases helps weave your points together, making your speech 

flow more naturally and logically. They serve as cues to the listener about the 

direction your narrative or argument is taking. 

Examples of Linking Phrases: 

• Adding Information: "Moreover," when you want to add information that agrees 

with your previous points. 

• Contrasting Information: "However," useful when you introduce a point that 

contrasts with the previous one. 

• Showing Cause and Effect: "Therefore," to explain the result of something you just 

mentioned. 

Application: 

• Before: "I prepared meticulously. The weather was poor. I managed to reach the 

summit." 

• After (Coherent): "In preparation for the trek, I checked all my equipment 

meticulously. Despite the poor weather conditions that day, which posed a 

significant challenge, I managed to reach the summit. This achievement was 

particularly satisfying given the difficulties we faced." 

Maintaining Coherence 

To illustrate coherence effectively, let’s expand on an example mentioned earlier: 

Topic: Discussing a recent trip to Paris. 

Coherent Response: 

• Introduction: "Last spring, I had the opportunity to visit Paris, which was a lifelong 

dream come true." 

• Body: 
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o Point 1: "One of the most captivating experiences was visiting iconic 

museums like the Louvre, where I was able to see the Mona Lisa up close." 

o Point 2: "Furthermore, the culinary experiences added to the charm of the 

city. I particularly enjoyed the flaky croissants and rich coffees at quaint 

sidewalk cafes." 

o Point 3: "Despite the generally rainy weather, the architectural tours through 

historical districts were breathtaking." 

o Point 4: "Nevertheless, the highlight for me was a serene boat tour along the 

Seine during sunset, which offered panoramic views of the cityscape." 

• Conclusion: "Overall, my trip to Paris was not only a fulfilling adventure but also an 

enlightening cultural experience that deepened my appreciation for art and history." 

This response clearly demonstrates coherence by logically organizing the information, 

linking ideas smoothly, and using a variety of structures and vocabulary. Each part of the 

talk is connected, making it easy for the listener to follow and appreciate the narrative. 

 

Manage Your Time 

In IELTS Speaking Part 2, effective time management is crucial to fully address the cue card 

topic and demonstrate your speaking abilities. Here's a more detailed exploration of how 

you can manage your time efficiently during this part of the exam. 

Length of Response: You are given two minutes to speak. This time frame is designed to 

assess your ability to develop a coherent and detailed response. Speaking for at least 1.5 

minutes is ideal because it shows that you can sustain a discussion and elaborate on a topic 

sufficiently. 

Not Too Short, Not Too Long: Finishing too early might leave the impression that you lack 

the ability to expand on topics or have limited fluency and language resources. On the other 

hand, exceeding the time without being prompted to stop might lead to unnecessary 

rambling or repetition. 

Strategies for Effective Time Management 
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• Initial Preparation: 

o Use the one-minute preparation time to outline your response. Jot down key 

points and ideas on the notepad provided. 

o Structure your notes with bullet points for the introduction, main points, and 

conclusion. 

• Pacing Your Response: 

o Practice pacing at home. Use a timer to get a sense of how long 2 minutes 

feels and how much you can comfortably say within this period. 

o Develop a sense of internal timing to gauge your speech duration during the 

actual test. 

• Content Development: 

o Aim to develop 2-3 main points thoroughly rather than mentioning many 

undeveloped ideas. 

o For each point, consider adding a brief introduction, a detailed explanation, 

an example, and possibly a short conclusion or transition. 

Example: 

Cue Card Topic: Describe a family event you remember well. 

Structured Response for Time Management: 

• Introduction (10-15 seconds): Briefly introduce the event. "I’d like to talk about my 

cousin’s wedding last summer, which was a memorable family gathering." 

• Body: 

o Point 1 (30 seconds): Describe the setting and attendees. "The wedding was 

held in a large garden with about a hundred guests, including distant relatives 

we hadn’t seen in years." 
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o Point 2 (30 seconds): Discuss key events. "One of the highlights was the 

beautiful ceremony under a floral arch, followed by traditional dancing that 

everyone participated in." 

o Point 3 (30 seconds): Personal involvement or emotional impact. "I was 

involved in planning the decorations, which was both challenging and 

rewarding. It brought the family closer together." 

• Conclusion (15-20 seconds): Reflect on the significance. "This event was especially 

important as it strengthened our family bonds and created lasting memories." 

Closing Remarks: 

• "Overall, this wedding not only celebrated a union but also underscored the value of 

family in my life." 

This structured approach helps ensure that you cover the topic comprehensively within the 

allotted time, demonstrating both fluency and the ability to convey information clearly and 

logically. 

 

Stay Calm and Confident 

Staying calm and confident during the IELTS Speaking Part 2 is critical for maximizing your 

performance. This part of the test can be particularly stressful as you have to speak at length 

about a specific topic. Here’s a deeper exploration on maintaining composure and exuding 

confidence: 

Strategies for Staying Calm and Confident 

• Mental Preparation: 

o Visualization: Before the exam, practice visualizing yourself successfully 

completing the speaking task. Imagine speaking fluently, feeling at ease, and 

handling the topic expertly. 

o Affirmations: Use positive affirmations to boost your confidence. Phrases like 

"I am prepared and capable" can psychologically prepare you to perform well. 
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• During the Test: 

o Pausing Techniques: If you lose your train of thought, don’t panic. Instead, 

use a brief pause to collect your thoughts. You can fill the pause with a 

thoughtful connector, such as, "Let me see," or "One moment, please." 

o Breathing Exercises: Practice deep breathing to manage stress. Taking slow, 

deep breaths can reduce anxiety and help maintain a steady speaking pace. 

• Physical Presentation: 

o Posture: Sit or stand straight but relaxed. Good posture exudes confidence 

and can actually help maintain your concentration and respiratory flow. 

o Eye Contact: If in a face-to-face test, maintaining gentle eye contact with the 

examiner can make you appear more confident and engaged. 

Example  

Scenario 1: Losing Your Train of Thought 

• Situation: You’re discussing your favourite book and suddenly forget a key detail. 

• Approach: Pause briefly, use a filler phrase gracefully, and redirect your narrative. For 

example, "That’s an interesting aspect... Now, what particularly stands out about this 

book is its compelling character development." 

Scenario 2: Handling Nervousness 

• Situation: You start feeling overwhelmed by nerves as you begin speaking. 

• Approach: Implement a calming technique. You might silently tell yourself, "Stay 

calm, you’ve got this," take a deep breath, and continue with a structured point. 

Example: "Regarding the main events of the story... First, the introduction sets the 

scene perfectly by..." 

Scenario 3: Building Back Confidence 

• Situation: You’ve made a minor grammatical error and are feeling self-conscious. 
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• Approach: Acknowledge it mentally, let it go, and focus on the strength of your 

content. Continue with confidence: "As I was saying, the climax of the story is both 

surprising and insightful." 

By incorporating these strategies, you’ll be better equipped to handle the pressures of IELTS 

Speaking Part 2, allowing you to demonstrate your language skills effectively. 

 

High Scoring Template (IELTS Speaking Part 
2) 

Sample Question:  

Describe a meaningful journey you have experienced. You should say: 

• where you travelled to 

• what activities you participated in during this journey 

• explain how this journey influenced your personal development or changed your 

perspective on life 

Please provide detailed responses to these points. 

 

High Scoring Sample Response (Template) 

In our quest to provide you with effective tools to enhance your IELTS Speaking 

performance, we are excited to introduce a high scoring sample response template for Part 

2 of the IELTS Speaking section. This template is designed to guide you in structuring your 

responses in a clear, coherent, and compelling manner, which is crucial for achieving a high 

score. 

The following template offers a structured approach to discussing a variety of topics that 

you might encounter in Part 2 of the exam. It provides a framework that includes an 

introduction, a main body divided into several key points, and a thoughtful conclusion. This 
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structure is not only about organizing thoughts; it’s about enhancing the clarity and impact 

of your spoken words. 

While we recommend this template because it covers all the essential elements required for 

a high-scoring response, we encourage you to adapt it according to your personal style and 

the specific question you are addressing. The template is flexible and designed to be 

adjusted as needed to suit different topics and personal expression styles. 

High Scoring Response Template 

Introduction 

• Introduce the Topic: Start by briefly introducing the topic you will discuss. Make 

sure to address the task directly. 

o Example: "Today, I'd like to recount a particularly memorable journey I 

embarked on, which was not only a delightful escape from my daily routine 

but also a journey filled with profound life lessons." 

Main Body 

• Develop the Main Points: Break down your response into 2-3 main points. Each 

point should be clear and distinct, expanding on different aspects of the topic. 

o Description and Details: Describe the key elements with sensory details and 

specific descriptions. 

▪ Example: "The adventure began last summer when I decided to explore 

Greece - a land steeped in mythology and history. My travels led me 

through scenic landscapes from the bustling streets of Athens to the 

serene beaches of Santorini. In Athens, the historical grandeur of the 

Parthenon stood in stark contrast to the modern cityscape, while in 

Santorini, the stunning sunsets over azure waters provided a 

breathtaking backdrop to every evening." 

o Personal Engagement and Emotions: Reflect on your personal experiences 

and emotions during the event. 

▪ Example: "Visiting the Acropolis was a highlight; standing amidst the 

ancient ruins, I was overwhelmed by a sense of connection to the past. 
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The experience was surreal, as if time had folded upon itself and I was 

walking through history. The emotional impact was deepened by the 

stories of perseverance and innovation shared by our local guide, 

which resonated with me long after I returned home." 

o Impact or Outcome: Discuss the consequences or effects of the experience. 

▪ Example: "This trip proved transformative. It deepened my appreciation 

for historical preservation and cultural diversity, teaching me the value 

of understanding different perspectives. The resilience of the cultures 

that thrived in these ancient cities inspired me to adopt a more open 

and robust approach to the challenges in my own life. Moreover, the 

diversity of experiences and interactions broadened my worldview, 

encouraging me to seek and celebrate cultural differences." 

Conclusion 

• Summarize Your Points and Reflect: Reinforce what you have discussed and 

conclude with a reflective thought on the overall experience. 

o Example: "Reflecting on this journey, the lessons learned went far beyond 

historical facts or scenic appreciation. It was a deep dive into the essence of 

human creativity and endurance, leaving me with a lasting appreciation for 

the complexities of different cultures and an eagerness to continue exploring 

and learning from the world around me." 

This template is recommended for its effectiveness in organizing detailed and coherent 

responses during your IELTS Speaking Part 2 section. However, remember that the most 

successful responses will always be those that not only follow a clear and logical structure 

but also reflect your unique voice and personal experiences. We encourage you to use this 

template as a starting point and adapt it to better suit your individual style and the specific 

details of the prompt. If you find that a different approach works better for you, feel free to 

innovate and adjust accordingly. Your comfort and authenticity in presenting your ideas are 

crucial in making a lasting impression on the examiners. 
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Part 2 High Band Response Strategies with 
Examples 

In the IELTS Speaking Part 2, candidates are given a cue card on which a topic is written, and 

they have to speak about it for two minutes. Achieving a high band score in this section 

involves demonstrating fluency, coherence, a good range of vocabulary, and grammatical 

accuracy. Below are strategies and examples for high-scoring responses across different 

potential topics: 

1. Describing a Person 

Topic: Describe a Person You Admire 

Topic Strategy 

When describing a person you admire, it's important to focus on giving a vivid portrayal 

that includes both physical and character descriptions. Incorporate anecdotes that illustrate 

their qualities and influence on you, making your response personal and engaging. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Person: 

Start by introducing the person and your relationship to them. 

Example Introduction: "The person I admire most in my life is my grandmother, a 

central figure in my family and a cornerstone of wisdom and strength for everyone 

who knows her." 

Physical and Character Description: 

Provide a brief description of their physical appearance and character traits that 

make them unique. 

Example Description: "My grandmother has a warm, inviting smile that lights up 

any room and eyes that reflect the wisdom of her years. Her demeanour is one of 

calm and poise, and she carries herself with a resilience that inspires everyone 

around her." 
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Influence on You: 

Explain how this person has influenced or impacted your life. 

Example Influence: "Growing up, I witnessed her handling numerous challenges 

with grace—be it family issues or her own personal struggles. Her ability to maintain 

positivity and strength in tough times has profoundly shaped my own approach to 

life's hurdles." 

Anecdotes to Illustrate Qualities: 

Share specific anecdotes or stories that highlight their qualities and your personal 

interactions. 

Example Anecdote: "One vivid memory that stands out is during a family financial 

crisis when she managed not only to keep our spirits up but also to devise practical 

solutions to ensure stability. Her strategic thinking during these times showed her 

practical wisdom and deep care for her family." 

Conclusion: 

Summarize why this person is so admirable and restate their impact on your life. 

Example Conclusion: "My grandmother is not just a family elder but a beacon of 

resilience and positivity. The lessons she has imparted through her life stories and 

actions continue to guide and inspire me daily." 

 

2. Describing a Place 

Topic: Describe a place you have visited that you found particularly interesting. 

Topic Strategy 

When tasked with describing a place in IELTS Speaking Part 2, it’s effective to use descriptive 

language that engages the senses, making the examiner feel as if they are experiencing the 

place with you. Focus on vivid imagery, sensory details, and personal reactions to convey 

the uniqueness of the location. 
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Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy 

Introduction of the Place: 

Start by stating the name and location of the place, along with a brief overview of 

why it’s significant. 

Example Introduction: "One of the most captivating places I have ever visited is 

Petra, located in Jordan. Known as the Rose City due to the colour of the stone out of 

which it is carved, Petra offers a remarkable glimpse into ancient civilizations." 

Vivid Descriptions: 

Describe the physical characteristics of the place using sensory language. 

Example Description: "The journey through Petra begins at the Siq, a narrow gorge 

flanked by towering cliffs. As you walk through this natural corridor, the colours of 

the sandstone walls shift with the sun, displaying hues of rose, gold, and ochre." 

Personal Interaction with the Place: 

Discuss what you did there and how you felt during those moments. 

Example Interaction: "Navigating through the winding paths, I was in awe of the 

monumental architecture. When I first laid eyes on the Treasury, Petra’s most 

elaborate ruin, it appeared almost surreal, emerging majestically from the rock." 

Highlight Memorable Features: 

Point out specific features or experiences that made the place memorable. 

Example Features: "Beyond the Treasury, the city is filled with ruins that whisper 

tales of bygone eras. Each structure tells a story, from grand temples to intricate 

tombs, all crafted with astonishing precision." 

Emotional and Cultural Impact: 

Reflect on the impact visiting the place had on you personally or culturally. 
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Example Impact: "Walking through Petra, I felt a deep connection to history, sensing 

the echoes of the artisans and traders who once thrived in this desert metropolis. 

The visit was not just a tour; it was an immersive journey into the past." 

Conclusion: 

Summarize your overall experience and why it stands out in your memory. 

Example Conclusion: "Petra left an indelible mark on my memory, not just for its 

historical significance but for the sheer beauty and endurance of its structures. It 

stands as a testament to human ingenuity and the mysteries of ancient times." 

 

3. Describing an Event 

Topic: Describe an event you have attended that you found particularly memorable. 

Topic Strategy: When discussing a memorable event in IELTS Speaking Part 2, it’s essential 

to use engaging narrative techniques that allow the examiner to visualize and emotionally 

connect with the experience. Use a mix of sensory details, emotional reflections, and specific 

anecdotes to vividly bring the event to life. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy 

Introduction of the Event:  

Begin by identifying the event, including its name, location, and the date it occurred. 

Provide a brief reason why this event was significant to you. 

Example Introduction: "One of the most memorable events I have attended was the 

Lantern Festival in Yi Peng, celebrated in Chiang Mai, Thailand. This annual festival, 

held on the full moon of the twelfth lunar month, is famous for its breathtaking 

display of floating lanterns that illuminate the night sky." 

Vivid Descriptions:  

Describe the setting and activities of the event using detailed sensory language to 

paint a vivid picture. 
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Example Description: "As the evening unfolds in Chiang Mai, thousands of paper 

lanterns begin to glow beneath the moonlit sky. The sight is magical, with gentle 

lights rising into the night like a swarm of fireflies. The air fills with the soft murmur 

of excitement and traditional Lanna music playing in the background." 

Personal Interaction with the Event:  

Discuss your actions and interactions during the event. Mention any specific parts of 

the event that were particularly impactful or meaningful. 

Example Interaction: "I participated in the ritual of releasing my own lantern, 

making a wish as it took flight. The collective atmosphere of hope and joy, as 

everyone released their lanterns together, created a profound sense of unity and 

peace that was incredibly moving." 

Highlight Memorable Features:  

Identify and elaborate on unique or striking features of the event. This might include 

specific ceremonies, performances, or personal experiences that stood out. 

Example Features: "One extraordinary feature of the festival is the 'krathong' 

ceremony, where people float small rafts decorated with candles and flowers on the 

river. This symbolizes letting go of negative thoughts and misfortunes. Witnessing 

the river aglow with hundreds of these floating lights was mesmerizing." 

Emotional and Cultural Impact:  

Reflect on how the event influenced you emotionally or culturally. Discuss any lasting 

impressions or insights gained from the experience. 

Example Impact: "Attending the Lantern Festival was a deeply emotional experience 

for me. It wasn't just about the visual spectacle but also about understanding the 

cultural importance of renewal and community in Thai culture. It reminded me of the 

beauty in shared human experiences and the power of collective hope." 

Conclusion:  

Sum up why the event was memorable and what makes it stand out in your memory. 

Conclude with a personal reflection or a statement on how the event fits into a larger 

cultural or personal context. 
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Example Conclusion: "The Lantern Festival in Chiang Mai is more than just an event; 

it is a poignant celebration of life, renewal, and connectivity. It stands out in my 

memory for its overwhelming beauty and the emotional resonance of watching 

thousands of wishes take to the sky. This festival not only highlights the rich cultural 

tapestry of Thailand but also offers a moment of personal introspection and hope for 

anyone who participates." 

 

4. Describing an Object 

Topic: Describe an important object that you own. 

Topic Strategy: When describing an object that is important to you, the key is to convey 

not just its appearance, but also its emotional significance and the story associated with it. 

This approach helps to personalize your response and engage the listener. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy 

Introduction of the Object: 

Start by identifying the object and its primary physical attributes. 

Example Introduction: "One of the most treasured items I own is a vintage 

wristwatch. This is no ordinary timepiece; its elegance and history speak volumes." 

Detailed Physical Description: 

Describe the object’s specific features, focusing on those that stand out or contribute 

to its uniqueness. 

Example Description: "The watch boasts a sleek leather strap and a polished gold 

dial. What catches the eye most, however, are the intricate designs engraved on its 

surface, each line artfully crafted to catch the light." 

Historical and Emotional Significance: 

Explain the history of the object—how it came into your possession and why it holds 

sentimental value. 
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Example Significance: "This watch was originally a wedding gift from my 

grandmother to my grandfather, symbolizing their union and shared dreams. Over 

the decades, it has become a family heirloom, passed down through generations as a 

symbol of enduring love and heritage." 

Personal Connection: 

Discuss your personal connection to the object and how it influences or reflects your 

own life. 

Example Connection: "Whenever I wear this watch, I feel a profound connection to 

my ancestors. It serves as a reminder of their resilience and dedication, qualities I 

strive to embody in my own life." 

Usage and Memories: 

Share specific instances when you use the object or any memories associated with it. 

Example Memories: "I reserve this watch for special occasions—moments when 

marking time feels as significant as the event itself. Each tick is a reminder of where I 

come from and the legacy I carry forward." 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by summarizing the object’s value and what it represents to you. 

Example Conclusion: "This watch is much more than a device for telling time. It is a 

keeper of history, a reminder of love, and a bridge to my past. It stands as a 

testament to the timeless bonds that shape who I am today." 

 

5. Describing an Activity 

Topic: Describe a hobby or activity you do for relaxation. 

Topic Strategy: When describing a hobby or activity you engage in for relaxation, it's 

important to convey not only the mechanics of the activity but also your personal 

connection to it and the benefits it offers. This approach provides a holistic view of why the 

activity holds significant value for you. 
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Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Activity: 

Start by clearly naming the activity and when you usually engage in it. 

Example Introduction: "One of my favourite ways to unwind and recharge is 

through practicing yoga, which I prefer to do early in the morning in the quiet of my 

backyard." 

Description of the Setting: 

Describe where you perform the activity, emphasizing the environment and how it 

enhances the experience. 

Example Setting: "The peacefulness of my garden at dawn provides the perfect 

backdrop for yoga, enhancing the serene experience with the gentle sounds of 

nature waking up around me." 

Execution of the Activity: 

Detail the steps or process involved in the activity, using vivid descriptions to draw 

the listener into the experience. 

Example Execution: "Each session starts with a series of deep breathing exercises 

that help me align my thoughts and centre my spirit. This is followed by a variety of 

yoga postures, from the grounding Child’s pose to the invigorating Warrior pose, 

each movement fluidly connecting with the next." 

Personal Engagement: 

Explain how you personally engage with the activity and what makes it special for 

you. 

Example Engagement: "Yoga for me is more than physical exercise; it is a time when 

I can connect deeply with my thoughts, allowing for a meditative state that 

transcends the physical stretches and poses." 

Benefits Gained: 

Discuss the physical, mental, or emotional benefits you derive from the activity. 
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Example Benefits: "The flexibility gained through regular practice is paralleled by an 

increase in mental clarity and a reduction in stress levels. Each session leaves me 

rejuvenated, ready to face the day’s challenges with a calm mind and a resilient 

body." 

Conclusion: 

Sum up the importance of the activity in your daily routine and its overall impact on 

your well-being. 

Example Conclusion: "Yoga is not just a morning routine for me; it is an essential 

part of my lifestyle, a spiritual journey that nurtures my body and soul, keeping me 

balanced and centred." 

 

6. Describing a Journey 

Topic: Describe a long journey you have taken. 

Topic Strategy: For describing a long journey, it’s effective to focus on narrating the 

sequence of events, your sensory experiences, and the personal or emotional impacts of the 

journey. This approach gives depth to your storytelling and illustrates your ability to reflect 

and articulate detailed experiences. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy 

Introduction to the Journey: 

Start by stating the origin, destination, and purpose of the journey. 

Example Introduction: "A few years ago, I embarked on an unforgettable cross-

country train journey from New York to San Francisco, aiming to see the vast 

landscapes of the United States and experience its melting pot of cultures firsthand." 

Description of the Setting and Course: 

Describe the physical setting and route of the journey, focusing on the diversity of 

the landscapes and urban areas. 
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Example Description: "The journey began in the bustling streets of New York, 

cutting through the rolling hills of the Midwest, and traversing the majestic Rocky 

Mountains before reaching the vibrant, eclectic streets of San Francisco." 

Sensory Details and Experiences: 

Share vivid sensory details that bring the journey to life—what you saw, heard, 

smelled, or felt. 

Example Sensory Details: "Traveling through the Rockies, I was captivated by the 

sheer grandeur of towering peaks and deep valleys, each view framed perfectly by 

the train’s wide windows, as the fresh, crisp mountain air mingled with the warm 

scent of coffee from the dining car." 

Interactions and Social Experience: 

Discuss any interactions with fellow travellers or locals and how these contributed to 

the journey. 

Example Interactions: "Along the way, I met an array of people, each with intriguing 

stories; a retired teacher heading to a new life in California, a young artist capturing 

landscapes, and families visiting relatives. These conversations enriched my 

understanding of the diverse lives that pulse through America." 

Personal Reflections and Outcome: 

Reflect on how the journey affected you personally and what you learned or how you 

felt by the end. 

Example Reflection: "Each day on the train brought new insights into the 

complexity and beauty of the human experience and deepened my appreciation for 

the vastness and diversity of my country." 

Conclusion: 

Sum up the overall impact of the journey and its significance in your life. 

Example Conclusion: "This cross-country journey was more than just a travel 

experience; it was a profound exploration of cultural and natural diversity that 

broadened my horizons and deepened my connection to my country." 
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7. Describing a Learning Experience 

Topic: Describe a skill you learned outside of your formal education. 

Topic Strategy: When describing a skill you learned outside of formal education, the key is 

to focus on the learning process, the challenges encountered, and the personal growth or 

benefits derived from acquiring the skill. This approach demonstrates your initiative, ability 

to overcome difficulties, and the practical application of the skill. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Skill: 

Start by introducing the skill and why you chose to learn it. 

Example Introduction: "I have always been fascinated by the art of capturing 

moments, which led me to take up digital photography. This skill was not part of my 

academic training, making it a challenging yet rewarding personal endeavour." 

Learning Process: 

Describe how you learned the skill, including any resources, courses, or practices you 

used. 

Example Learning Process: "My journey into photography began with online 

tutorials and virtual workshops. I invested in a basic DSLR camera and started 

experimenting with various techniques, from landscape shots to portrait 

photography." 

Challenges Faced: 

Detail the specific challenges you encountered and how you addressed them. 

Example Challenges: "One major challenge was understanding the intricacies of 

camera settings like shutter speed, ISO, and aperture. Initially, my photos were either 

too dark or overexposed. Through trial and error, feedback from online communities, 

and constant practice, I gradually began to produce more technically sound images." 
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Personal Engagement and Growth: 

Explain how engaging with the skill impacted you personally or professionally. 

Example Personal Growth: "Photography has become more than just a hobby; it's a 

powerful tool for creative expression. It allows me to see the world through a 

different lens, literally and metaphorically, enhancing my observational skills and 

attention to detail." 

Benefits Gained: 

Discuss the benefits or positive outcomes of learning the skill. 

Example Benefits: "Beyond improving my technical abilities, photography has 

taught me patience and the importance of timing. It has also given me a platform to 

share my work, receive constructive criticism, and connect with a global network of 

photographers." 

Conclusion: 

Reflect on the overall value of the experience and how it continues to influence you. 

Example Conclusion: "Learning digital photography has not only enriched my 

artistic skills but also opened up new avenues for personal and professional growth. 

Each photo I take is a reminder of a journey that started with curiosity and has 

evolved into a passionate pursuit of beauty and storytelling." 

 

8. Describing a Special Day 

Topic: Describe a special day that you remember fondly. 

Topic Strategy When tasked with describing a special day in IELTS Speaking Part 2, it's 

important to craft a narrative that is both personal and vivid. The focus should be on 

storytelling, using descriptive language that engages the senses and captures emotions, 

making the examiner feel as if they were part of the day with you. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy 
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Introduction of the Special Day:  

Start by setting the scene: specify the date, location, and the occasion that made the 

day special. 

Example Introduction: "One of the most special days I vividly remember is my 

graduation day from university, which took place on a sunny June morning. This day 

was not only a personal milestone but also a significant celebration that marked the 

culmination of years of hard work and dedication." 

Vivid Descriptions:  

Describe the environment and the activities of the day using rich, sensory details. 

Example Description: "The campus was bustling with excitement and adorned with 

decorations. The air was filled with a mix of fragrances from the blooming spring 

flowers and the fresh gowns worn by the graduates. Everywhere I looked, there were 

smiling faces and the sounds of congratulations, with camera clicks capturing every 

moment." 

Personal Interaction with the Day:  

Discuss what you did, whom you interacted with, and how you felt throughout the 

day. 

Example Interaction: "I began the day by donning my cap and gown, feeling a mix 

of nervousness and pride. My family came to support me, and seeing their faces 

brimming with pride was incredibly heartwarming. The highlight was when I walked 

across the stage to receive my diploma; hearing my name called out was a moment 

of pure elation." 

Highlight Memorable Features:  

Point out specific moments or interactions that made the day memorable. 

Example Features: "One particularly memorable moment was the valedictorian 

speech, which resonated with many of us as it highlighted our shared experiences 

and the challenges we overcame. Another significant feature was the throwing of our 

caps in the air at the end of the ceremony, symbolizing our readiness to face the next 

challenges." 
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Emotional and Cultural Impact:  

Reflect on the emotional significance of the day and any cultural elements involved. 

Example Impact: "The graduation day was emotionally charged for me, representing 

both an ending and a beginning. It was a rite of passage in my culture, signifying the 

transition from student life to entering the professional world. The support from my 

peers and family underscored the importance of community and encouragement in 

achieving one's goals." 

Conclusion:  

Summarize why the day stands out in your memory and the lasting impact it has had 

on you. 

Example Conclusion: "My graduation day remains a vivid and cherished memory 

because it represents a significant achievement and a pivotal point in my life. It was a 

day filled with joy, support, and a sense of accomplishment that continues to inspire 

me as I forge my path forward. Reflecting on that day reminds me of my potential 

and the strong network of friends and family I have." 

 

9. Describing a Change 

Topic: Describe a significant change that occurred in your life. 

Topic Strategy: When describing a significant change in your life for IELTS Speaking Part 2, 

focus on narrating the circumstances leading up to the change, the impact it had on you, 

and any growth or lessons that resulted from it. This structured approach demonstrates 

your ability to reflect on and articulate significant life experiences. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Change: 

Begin by clearly identifying the change and setting the scene for when and how it 

occurred. 
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Example Introduction: "One of the most pivotal changes in my life occurred when I 

accepted a job offer in a major city, moving away from the small rural town where I 

had grown up and spent my entire life." 

Circumstances Leading to the Change: 

Explain what prompted the change or the factors that led to this decision. 

Example Circumstances: "After graduating from university, I was offered a position 

at a leading tech company located in the heart of the city. The opportunity was too 

good to pass up, despite knowing it would mean a significant lifestyle shift." 

Experiencing the Change: 

Describe your initial reactions, feelings, and experiences following the change. 

Example Experiencing Change: "Moving to the city was a culture shock. The 

relentless pace, the towering skyscrapers, and the throngs of people were a stark 

contrast to the tranquil, open spaces of my hometown. Initially, I felt lost in the 

chaos, struggling to adapt to the crowded public transport and the impersonal 

interactions." 

Adaptation and Challenges: 

Detail the challenges you faced and how you adapted to the new environment or 

circumstances. 

Example Adaptation: "The first few months were challenging. I had to navigate 

through busy streets, manage my finances more tightly due to higher living costs, 

and find new ways to connect with people in a setting that was initially 

overwhelming." 

Personal Growth and Benefits: 

Reflect on how the change has benefited you personally, professionally, or socially. 

Example Growth: "Over time, I began to appreciate the vibrancy of city life. I 

embraced the diverse cultural experiences, attended networking events, and 

developed new friendships. Professionally, working in a dynamic corporate 
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environment accelerated my career growth, offering me exposure to innovative 

projects and industry leaders." 

Conclusion: 

Summarize the overall impact of the change on your life and any lessons learned. 

Example Conclusion: "This significant change, though initially daunting, proved to 

be immensely beneficial. It taught me resilience, the importance of adapting to new 

environments, and opened up a world of opportunities that shaped who I am today." 

 

10. Describing a Childhood Memory 

Topic: Describe a memorable event from your childhood. 

Topic Strategy: When describing a memorable event from your childhood, the key is to 

paint a vivid picture that captures the essence of that time. The response should detail the 

context, sensory experiences, emotional significance, and the lasting impact of the event. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Memory: 

Start with a clear statement that introduces the specific event and its personal 

significance. 

Example: "One of my most cherished childhood memories is the summer picnics by 

the lake with my family, which were a highlight of my early years." 

Setting the Scene: 

Describe the location and atmosphere in detail to help the listener visualize the 

setting. 

Example: "These picnics took place at a secluded lakeside spot known for its crystal-

clear waters and lush surrounding greenery. The lake was a serene escape from the 

bustling city life, tucked away among tall pines that swayed gently in the wind." 

Activities and Interactions: 
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Elaborate on what activities you engaged in and how you interacted with family or 

friends during the event. 

Example: "During these picnics, my family and I would engage in various activities 

that brought us closer. We played games like frisbee and badminton, and sometimes 

we'd go for a swim in the lake. My parents would prepare a delicious barbecue, and 

we all helped by setting up picnic tables or gathering wood for the fire." 

Sensory Details: 

Incorporate sensory details to make the memory come alive. Talk about what you 

saw, heard, smelled, tasted, and felt. 

Example: "I vividly remember the warmth of the sun on my skin, the sound of 

laughter and music mixing with the rustle of leaves, and the smell of grilled food 

wafting through the air. The cool lake water was refreshing against the summer heat, 

and the taste of freshly grilled corn is still vivid in my memory." 

Emotional Significance: 

Discuss the emotional impact of the memory and why it stands out in your mind. 

Example: "These gatherings were more than just fun; they were a foundation for 

deep family bonds. The joy and freedom I felt during those days are profound, 

leaving a lasting impression that shapes my understanding of family and happiness." 

Conclusion: 

Summarize the overall significance of the memory and its lasting impact on you. 

Example: "Reflecting on those lakeside picnics, I realize how they epitomized the 

carefree and loving spirit of my childhood. They taught me the value of simplicity 

and togetherness, lessons that I carry with me to this day." 

 

11. Describing a Project 

Topic: Describe a project or task you recently completed. 
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Topic Strategy: When describing a project or task you have recently completed, your 

response should clearly outline the context, the steps you took, the challenges encountered, 

and the results achieved. This helps demonstrate your ability to organize and reflect on 

significant experiences effectively. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Project: 

Start by setting the scene for the project. Mention the objective and your specific 

role. 

Example: "I recently led a challenging marketing project at my workplace, aimed at 

launching a new line of eco-friendly products. My main responsibility was to oversee 

the development and execution of the promotional campaign." 

Steps Taken: 

Detail the specific actions you undertook to complete the project. Break it down into 

phases or key activities. 

Example: "The project was divided into several phases. Initially, I conducted 

extensive market research to identify our target demographic and understand their 

preferences. Following this, I collaborated with the design team to develop appealing 

visuals and messaging that aligned with our brand's eco-friendly values. The final 

phase involved coordinating with the sales and digital marketing teams to ensure a 

synchronized launch." 

Challenges Faced: 

Describe any obstacles or difficulties you encountered during the project. This shows 

your problem-solving skills and resilience. 

Example: "One of the major challenges we faced was the tight deadline. We had 

only a month to move from concept to launch, which required efficient time 

management and quick decision-making. Additionally, budget constraints limited 

our options for advertising channels, pushing us to be more creative with our 

resources." 

Outcome and Reflection: 
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Share the results of the project and reflect on what you learned from the experience. 

Example: "Despite these challenges, the project was a resounding success. The 

campaign led to a 20% increase in sales within the first two months. Personally, it 

enhanced my skills in strategic planning and cross-departmental collaboration. It also 

underscored the importance of agility and innovation in overcoming unexpected 

hurdles." 

Conclusion: 

Sum up the overall experience and its significance in your professional development. 

Example: "Completing this project was not only a significant achievement for our 

team but also a pivotal growth point in my career. It taught me the value of 

teamwork, perseverance, and innovation in achieving business goals." 

 

12. Describing a Hobby 

Topic: Describe a hobby you are passionate about. 

Topic Strategy: When discussing a hobby you are passionate about, your response should 

provide a vivid picture of what the hobby entails, its personal significance, and the journey 

of how it became an integral part of your life. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Hobby: 

Begin by naming the hobby and giving a brief overview of what it involves. 

Example: "One of my deepest passions is woodworking, a craft that involves 

constructing and carving pieces of furniture from raw materials. This hobby allows 

me to blend creativity with functionality." 

Origin of Interest: 

Explain how you became interested in this hobby. Mention any influences or 

experiences that led you to it. 
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Example: "My fascination with woodworking began in my childhood, sparked by 

countless hours spent in my grandfather’s workshop. He was a master carpenter who 

introduced me to the tools and techniques of the trade." 

Description of Activities: 

Detail what exactly you do in this hobby. Describe the processes, tools, and materials 

involved. 

Example: "Woodworking requires a variety of tools, from simple hand tools like 

chisels and hammers to more complex machinery like jigsaws and planers. Each 

project starts with a design plan, followed by measuring, cutting, and finally 

assembling the pieces. The process is both meticulous and artistic, demanding a 

steady hand and a creative mind." 

Personal Significance and Benefits: 

Share why this hobby is important to you and what benefits it brings to your life, 

such as skills developed or emotional satisfaction. 

Example: "Beyond the technical skills, woodworking has become a form of 

meditation for me. It’s a way to disconnect from the digital world and engage in 

something tangible. The hours I spend crafting are not only therapeutic but also 

immensely satisfying, especially when I see the final product come to life." 

Impact on Personal Life: 

Discuss how this hobby has influenced other areas of your life or your perspective on 

things. 

Example: "This hobby has instilled in me a profound appreciation for craftsmanship 

and the beauty of natural materials. It has also taught me patience and precision, 

qualities that are beneficial in both my personal and professional life." 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by summarizing the value this hobby adds to your life or future aspirations 

related to it. 
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Example: "Woodworking is more than just a pastime; it’s a vital part of who I am. I 

aspire to continue refining my skills and perhaps someday pass on this legacy of 

craftsmanship, just as my grandfather did with me." 

 

13. Describing a Memorable Journey 

Topic: Describe a memorable journey you have taken. 

Topic Strategy: When discussing a memorable journey, the strategy should revolve around 

providing a vivid and engaging narrative that captures the essence of the trip. It should 

highlight the destination, activities, company, and the emotional impact of the experience. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Journey: 

Begin by setting the scene of the journey, including the starting point and 

destination. 

Example Introduction: "One of the most unforgettable trips I’ve taken was a road 

trip across the scenic U.S. West Coast, from Los Angeles up to San Francisco." 

Detailed Itinerary: 

Discuss the route taken and significant stops or landmarks visited. 

Example Itinerary: "Our journey spanned several iconic locations, including the 

picturesque towns of Santa Barbara and Monterey, and the stunning stretches of the 

Big Sur coastline." 

Companions and Interactions: 

Mention whom you travelled with and describe the dynamics of the group. 

Example Companions: "I was accompanied by a close-knit group of friends from 

college, each of us eager to explore and create new memories together." 

Highlight Memorable Experiences: 
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Detail specific experiences that made the journey memorable. 

Example Memorable Moments: "One standout moment was watching the sunset 

from the cliffs of Big Sur, where the sky turned a brilliant array of colours as the sun 

dipped below the horizon." 

Emotional Significance: 

Reflect on why the journey was significant and what it meant to you personally. 

Example Emotional Impact: "This journey was more than just a trip; it was a 

celebration of friendship and freedom, offering a break from our routine lives and 

bringing us closer together." 

Concluding Thoughts: 

Summarize the overall impact of the journey and any lasting effects it had on you. 

Example Conclusion: "The road trip not only satisfied our wanderlust but also 

reinforced our bonds, leaving us with a treasure trove of stories and a renewed 

appreciation for adventure." 

 

14. Describing a Useful Device 

Topic: Describe a useful device that you use at home. 

Topic Strategy: When describing a useful device, focus on detailing its functionality, daily 

utility, and the positive impact it has on your life. The goal is to convey not only the practical 

attributes of the device but also its value in enhancing your lifestyle. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Device: 

Start by identifying the device and giving a brief overview of its main function. 

Example Introduction: "A device that has become indispensable in my home is a 

smart speaker, which serves as a central hub for controlling various smart features 

throughout my living space." 
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Functional Description: 

Describe how the device works and the key features that make it useful. 

Example Functional Details: "This smart speaker uses voice recognition technology 

to respond to commands, allowing me to manage tasks like playing music, setting 

alarms, and even controlling other smart appliances without manual intervention." 

Daily Usage Examples: 

Provide specific examples of how you use the device in your daily life. 

Example Daily Use: "Each morning, I use the speaker to check the weather and news 

while I prepare breakfast. I can also command it to start the coffee machine or adjust 

the thermostat directly from the kitchen." 

Impact on Lifestyle: 

Discuss how the device has improved your lifestyle or solved particular problems. 

Example Lifestyle Impact: "Thanks to this smart speaker, I've streamlined my daily 

routine significantly. It helps me stay organized and saves time, which I can spend on 

more enjoyable activities like reading or exercising." 

Personal Reflection: 

Reflect on the personal significance of the device and any additional benefits it 

offers. 

Example Personal Reflection: "Beyond its practicality, the speaker has also 

enhanced the ambiance of my home. Playing background music during dinners or 

parties is as simple as a voice command, which adds a wonderful touch to our family 

gatherings." 

Conclusion: 

Summarize the key points about the device and reiterate its value in your life. 

Example Conclusion: "Overall, the smart speaker has not just been a technological 

upgrade but a lifestyle enhancement, making everyday tasks more convenient and 

my home a more connected and enjoyable place." 
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15. Describing an Art Piece 

Topic: Describe an art piece that left a strong impression on you. 

Topic Strategy: When describing an art piece, the focus should be on vividly painting a 

picture of the artwork for the listener. Discuss the visual details, the setting where you 

encountered it, and the personal or emotional impact it had. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Art Piece: 

Begin by identifying the artwork and the artist. Mention where and when you saw it. 

Example Introduction: "One of the most unforgettable art pieces I've ever 

encountered is 'Starry Night' by Vincent van Gogh, which I had the pleasure of 

viewing at the Museum of Modern Art in New York." 

Visual Description: 

Describe the appearance of the artwork in detail. Talk about the colours, forms, and 

any notable features that stand out. 

Example Visual Details: "The painting captures a vibrant and tumultuous sky 

swirling over a small, quiet village. The use of intense blues and yellows alongside 

dynamic, swirling brush strokes creates a vivid and almost dreamlike atmosphere." 

Emotional and Intellectual Impact: 

Explain how the art piece made you feel and why it was impactful. Reflect on any 

themes or messages that resonated with you. 

Example Emotional Impact: "Viewing 'Starry Night' in person, I was struck by the 

emotional intensity of the scene. It felt as though van Gogh had poured his own 

feelings of turmoil and hope into every stroke, making the painting pulse with 

energy and emotion." 

Artistic Context and Appreciation: 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 249 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

Discuss the art piece within the broader context of art history or its specific art 

movement. 

Example Artistic Context: "This masterpiece is a quintessential example of post-

impressionism, where traditional boundaries of form and colour are transcended to 

evoke deeper emotional responses. It sparked my interest in how artists like van 

Gogh revolutionized the world of art by expressing their innermost feelings through 

radical visual techniques." 

Personal Reflection: 

Reflect on the lasting impact the artwork has had on your appreciation for art. 

Example Personal Reflection: "Since seeing 'Starry Night,' my appreciation for the 

transformative power of art has deepened. It has encouraged me to explore more 

works from the post-impressionist era and to understand the personal struggles and 

triumphs of artists like van Gogh." 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by summarizing the significance of the artwork to you personally and its 

broader artistic value. 

Example Conclusion: "'Starry Night' is not just a painting; it's a portal into the artist’s 

soul and a vivid illustration of the power of art to express complex human emotions. 

It remains a profound influence on my view of art as a window into the human 

experience." 

 

16. Describing a Childhood Memory 

Topic: Describe a vivid childhood memory. 

Topic Strategy: When discussing a vivid childhood memory, the focus should be on 

narrating the event clearly and engagingly. It's essential to delve into sensory details and 

emotional responses to make the story come alive for the listener. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 
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Introduction to the Memory: 

Start by setting the scene for the memory, specifying when and where it occurred, 

and who was involved. 

Example Introduction: "One of my fondest childhood memories is the time I spent 

building a treehouse with my father. This project took place over several sunny 

weekends in the early spring of my eighth year, right in our backyard." 

Description of the Activity: 

Detail the main activities involved in the memory. Describe the actions step by step 

to give a clear picture of what happened. 

Example Description: "We started with a rough sketch my father had made. Each 

weekend, we would pick up where we left off, sawing planks, hammering nails, and 

occasionally making trips to the hardware store for more supplies. Our hands were 

often marked with paint and dirt, symbols of our hard work and dedication." 

Sensory Details and Emotions: 

Incorporate sensory details to evoke the setting and atmosphere. Discuss how these 

elements contributed to the experience. 

Example Sensory Details: "I still remember the smell of fresh wood and earth 

around us, the sound of birds chirping above us as we worked, and the feel of rough 

wood under my hands." 

Personal Impact and Significance: 

Explain why this memory is significant to you. Reflect on what you learned or how it 

affected your relationship with others. 

Example Impact: "This project was more than just building a structure; it was about 

building a stronger bond with my father. It taught me the value of teamwork, 

persistence, and creativity. The treehouse became a testament to our combined 

effort, a place where I would spend countless hours dreaming and playing." 

Conclusion: 
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Summarize what this memory means to you now and how it continues to influence 

you. 

Example Conclusion: "Even today, the memory of building that treehouse with my 

father brings a smile to my face. It not only reminds me of my childhood ingenuity 

and wonder but also of the special bond I have with my father. It stands as a 

cherished symbol of love and childhood in my heart." 

 

17. Describing a Challenge Overcome 

Topic: Describe a significant challenge you have overcome. 

Topic Strategy: When discussing a significant challenge you've overcome, it's vital to 

articulate the context clearly, describe the actions you took to address the challenge, and 

reflect on the learning outcomes and personal growth that resulted from the experience. 

Detailed Breakdown of the Response Strategy: 

Introduction to the Challenge: 

Begin by setting the scene for the challenge, explaining what it was and why it was 

significant. 

Example Introduction: "During my final year at university, I faced one of the most 

significant challenges of my academic career: completing a complex thesis under a 

very tight deadline. The topic was intricate, involving extensive research into a niche 

area of my field." 

Steps to Overcome the Challenge: 

Describe the specific actions you took to address and eventually overcome the 

challenge. 

Example Steps: "To tackle this, I first broke down the project into manageable tasks 

and created a detailed timeline. Recognizing the scope of the challenge, I sought 

regular feedback from my advisors and engaged with a study group for additional 

support. I dedicated specific hours each day solely to thesis work, ensuring 

consistent progress." 
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Challenges and Solutions: 

Highlight any particular obstacles you faced during the process and how you 

resolved them. 

Example Challenges: "One major obstacle was accessing critical data, which 

required navigating complex bureaucratic procedures. To overcome this, I networked 

with professionals in the field who provided essential insights and access to 

necessary resources." 

Outcome and Learning: 

Conclude by discussing the outcome of your efforts and what you learned from the 

experience. 

Example Outcome: "After months of hard work, I successfully defended my thesis. 

This experience was profoundly transformative; it not only honed my research and 

analytical skills but also significantly improved my time management and problem-

solving abilities." 

Personal Growth and Future Implications: 

Reflect on how overcoming this challenge has shaped you as a person and 

professional. 

Example Personal Growth: "Completing the thesis under such challenging 

conditions instilled in me a strong sense of perseverance and self-belief. It has 

prepared me for handling high-pressure situations in my career and has reinforced 

my commitment to continual learning and improvement." 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: A 

Comprehensive Guide 

IELTS Speaking Part 3 tests your ability to discuss and reason about various topics. This part 

is more abstract and challenging than the previous sections, as it requires you to express 
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and justify opinions, discuss issues, and speculate about common topics. Here are detailed 

strategies to help you excel in this crucial segment of your IELTS Speaking Exam. 

1. Understand the Format 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, the examiner transitions from the personal and descriptive topics 

of Part 2 to more abstract and discussion-based questions in Part 3. This part is designed to 

assess your ability to speak at length on a given topic, organize your thoughts logically, 

express and justify opinions, analyse, discuss, and hypothesize. Understanding this format is 

crucial for delivering high-quality responses. 

Duration and Pace: Part 3 lasts about 4-5 minutes, making it the most intensive segment of 

the IELTS Speaking test in terms of intellectual engagement. The questions prompt deeper 

thinking and extended responses, requiring you to demonstrate your fluency and ability to 

converse naturally on a range of topics. 

Type of Questions: The questions in Part 3 are thematically linked to the topic you 

discussed in Part 2, but they are broader in scope. For example, if Part 2 asked you to 

describe a favourite teacher, Part 3 might ask you to discuss the education system in your 

country, differences in teaching styles, or the role of technology in education. 

Analytical and Abstract Thinking: This part of the exam challenges you to go beyond 

personal experiences and opinions. You'll need to engage in more sophisticated discussion, 

such as evaluating the pros and cons of an argument, discussing hypothetical situations, or 

predicting future trends. This tests your ability to use language flexibly and contextually in 

more complex discussions. 

Quick Thinking and Organization: Given the limited time, it's essential to think on your 

feet. Organizing your thoughts quickly is key to constructing coherent responses. It's helpful 

to structure your answers in a clear format: introduce the topic, develop your point with 

explanations or examples, and perhaps conclude with a summary or further implications. 

Example to Illustrate the Format: 

If Part 2 Topic is "Describe a book you recently read."  

The Possible Part 3 Questions could be: 

• "How have reading habits changed over the past few decades?" 
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• "Do you think digital media will completely replace physical books?" 

• "What is the role of literature in education?" 

For each question, you might start by directly addressing the question, then elaborate with 

examples or reasons, analyse different perspectives if relevant, and conclude with a personal 

insight or broader statement. 

Understanding and preparing for this format helps you to not only navigate Part 3 

successfully but also to impress the examiner with your language skills and cognitive 

abilities. Practice is key, and engaging in discussions on a variety of topics can significantly 

enhance your readiness for this challenging part of the test. 

 

2. Expand Your Answers 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, expanding your answers is important for achieving a high band 

score. This section assesses your ability to discuss ideas and issues at length and in depth. A 

well-developed response shows that you can use English flexibly and effectively to express 

and justify your opinions. 

Step 1: Start with a Direct Response: Begin your answer by directly addressing the 

question. This shows that you have understood the question and are able to focus your 

answer appropriately. 

Step 2: Elaborate with Reasons and Details: After stating your main point, elaborate on 

why you hold that opinion or why something is the case. Use reasons, and whenever 

possible, support these reasons with specific details or examples, as these are concrete 

evidence of your language ability and your critical thinking. 

Step 3: Use Examples: Specific examples are powerful because they turn abstract ideas into 

something concrete. They also allow you to introduce narrative elements into your 

responses, which can help demonstrate your range of vocabulary and grammatical 

structures. 

Step 4: Include Personal Reflections or Wider Implications: Reflect on the broader 

implications of your points or how they relate to your personal experiences. This not only 
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adds depth to your answer but also shows your ability to connect personal and wider 

societal aspects. 

Example: 

• Question: "What are the benefits of community service?"  

• Answer: "Community service offers numerous benefits. Firstly, it strengthens the 

community by addressing local needs, which can range from tutoring children to 

organizing park clean-ups. Additionally, it fosters a sense of cooperation and civic 

responsibility among the participants. For example, when I volunteered at a local 

food bank, I noticed a significant increase in community awareness and support for 

the homeless, illustrating how such activities can educate and unite diverse groups of 

people. This experience not only showed me the immediate benefits of community 

service but also highlighted its role in building a more cohesive society." 

In this response: 

• Direct Response: States that community service has many benefits. 

• Elaboration: Explains these benefits in terms of strengthening the community and 

fostering cooperation. 

• Example: Describes a personal volunteering experience to illustrate the points made. 

• Reflection: Connects the experience to broader societal benefits. 

By following these steps, you can ensure that your answers are not only long enough but 

also rich in content and language, making them more likely to score higher in the exam. 

 

3. Use Advanced Language and Structures 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, your ability to use advanced language and complex grammatical 

structures is crucial for achieving a high band score. This part of the test evaluates your 

fluency and command over the language, specifically your capacity to discuss abstract and 

more complex ideas. Here's why and how to effectively use advanced language and 

structures: 
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Complex Sentences: 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, demonstrating your ability to use complex sentence forms 

effectively can significantly enhance your performance. This section of the test challenges 

you to discuss broader and more abstract topics compared to Parts 1 and 2, requiring a 

sophisticated level of communication. 

Types of Complex Sentence Forms: 

Relative Clauses: These clauses, which begin with relative pronouns like 'who,' 'which,' 

'that,' etc., are used to provide additional information about a noun without starting a new 

sentence. They help specify and elaborate on certain points, making your answers richer. 

• Example: "Governments that prioritize education often see higher economic 

growth." 

[For more detailed discussion on Complex Sentences and Relative Clauses, please check 

this section] 

 

Conditionals: These are essential for hypothesizing and discussing possible outcomes. They 

are particularly useful in Part 3 when you might be asked about the consequences of 

societal changes, potential solutions to problems, or your opinions on future developments. 

• Types of Conditionals: 

o First Conditional: Real and possible situations in the future. 

▪ Example: "If public transportation improves, more people will likely use it." 

o Second Conditional: Hypothetical, less likely situations. 

▪ Example: "If I were the mayor, I would invest more in renewable energy." 

o Third Conditional: Hypothetical situations in the past. 

▪ Example: "If the law had been enforced, pollution levels would have been 

lower." 

[Please check this section for more detailed discussion on Conditionals] 
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Adverbial Clauses: These clauses show the relationship between actions or events, such as 

time, cause, condition, or contrast, and are introduced by conjunctions like 'although,' 

'because,' 'if,' etc. 

• Example: "Although many people use cars daily, public transit could be made more 

appealing through subsidies." 

[Please check this section for more detailed discussion on Adverbial Clauses] 

 

Applying Complex Sentence Forms in Responses 

When you respond to questions in Part 3, integrating these complex forms enhances the 

quality of your discourse. For instance, discussing a topic like global warming might include: 

• Integrating Relative Clauses: "Countries that fail to reduce their carbon emissions 

may face severe penalties under new international agreements." 

• Using Conditionals: "If renewable energy sources become cheaper, more nations 

will adopt them, significantly reducing global reliance on fossil fuels." 

• Employing Adverbial Clauses: "While some argue that technological solutions 

alone can address climate change, it is essential to consider behavioural changes in 

society as well." 

By incorporating these advanced structures, you convey your ideas more effectively and 

demonstrate a flexible use of language. This not only helps in articulating complex ideas but 

also shows your ability to engage with the topic at a deeper level, which is exactly what 

IELTS examiners are looking for in Part 3 of the Speaking test. 

[For more detailed discussion on Complex Sentences, please check this section] 

 

Conditional Sentences:  

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, demonstrating your ability to use conditional sentences effectively 

is crucial because this part of the exam often involves discussing hypothetical situations, 
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future possibilities, and their potential consequences. Conditional sentences allow you to 

express these scenarios clearly and accurately, showcasing your analytical and critical 

thinking skills. 

Conditional sentences typically consist of a condition (if-clause) and a result (main clause). 

They are classified into different types based on the likelihood and time frame of the 

condition being discussed: 

• First Conditional: Used for real and possible future events. This form follows the 

structure of using the present simple tense in the if-clause and will + base verb in the 

main clause. 

o Example: "If the government increases taxes on fast food, people might opt 

for healthier options." 

o Usage: Suitable for discussing real and practical implications of policies or 

decisions that are likely to occur. 

• Second Conditional: Used for unreal, hypothetical situations in the present or 

future. It uses the past simple tense in the if-clause and would + base verb in the 

main clause. 

o Example: "If I were the mayor, I would focus more on public transportation." 

o Usage: Great for exploring hypothetical changes and their ideal outcomes, 

allowing you to discuss personal opinions or theoretical solutions. 

• Third Conditional: Used for hypothetical situations in the past. It employs the past 

perfect tense in the if-clause and would have + past participle in the main clause. 

o Example: "If the city had implemented stricter pollution controls, air quality 

would have improved significantly." 

o Usage: Useful for analysing past events and imagining different outcomes, 

which can demonstrate your understanding of cause and effect. 

Strategies for Using Conditional Sentences in IELTS Speaking Part 3 
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1. Structuring Responses: When answering questions about possible changes or solutions 

to societal issues, structure your responses to first present a realistic or hypothetical 

scenario using a conditional sentence, then discuss its potential impact or outcome. 

2. Enhancing Analysis: Use conditional sentences to deepen your analysis. For instance, 

when discussing the impact of technology on education, you might say, "If students had 

access to more technological resources, their learning could become more interactive and 

engaging." 

3. Showcasing Range of Language: Demonstrating your ability to switch between different 

types of conditionals during your response can significantly enhance the impression you 

make on the examiner. It shows a versatile command of the language and the ability to 

think from multiple perspectives about a topic. 

4. Connecting Ideas: Conditionals can help you connect ideas logically. This is particularly 

effective in Part 3, where you might need to link your personal experiences or broader 

societal issues to theoretical scenarios. 

Example: Using Conditionals 

Question: "What impact of implementing more green spaces in urban areas would have on 

communities?" 

Answer: "If more green spaces were introduced in urban areas, the quality of life for city 

residents would likely improve. People would have more places to relax and socialize, which 

might reduce stress levels. Furthermore, if these areas were well-maintained, they could also 

encourage physical activity. In the long term, if cities prioritized these spaces, we could see a 

decrease in urban pollution and an increase in public health." 

Using conditional sentences in this manner not only helps in providing comprehensive and 

well-structured answers but also demonstrates your ability to speculate about and analyse 

complex issues, which is a critical skill for achieving a high score in Part 3 of the IELTS 

Speaking exam. 

 

Passive Forms:  
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In IELTS Speaking Part 3, employing passive forms can significantly enhance the 

sophistication of your language use. This part of the exam tests your ability to discuss more 

abstract and complex ideas, and using the passive voice can help you deliver your points 

with a more formal, polished tone. This is especially useful in scenarios where the focus 

should be on the action or result rather than who or what performed the action. 

The passive voice is constructed by combining the appropriate form of the verb "to be" with 

the past participle of the main verb. This structure shifts the focus from the subject (the 

doer) to the object of the action, often for reasons of emphasis or when the subject is 

unknown, generic, or less important. 

Strategies for Using Passive Forms Effectively: 

1. Describing Processes and Innovations: When explaining how something is done or 

what changes have been implemented, using the passive voice allows you to highlight the 

process or change itself. 

• Example: "In recent years, renewable energy sources have been increasingly adopted 

to reduce reliance on fossil fuels." 

2. Discussing Historical Facts or General Information: Where the agent is either obvious 

or unimportant. 

• Example: "It is believed that the laws were enacted to curb pollution." 

3. Highlighting Achievements or Issues: Where the community or collective action is 

more relevant than individual efforts. 

• Example: "Significant strides have been made in combating climate change." 

Example: Using Passive Forms: 

• Question: "How has technology impacted modern education?" 

• Answer: "Modern education has been profoundly transformed by technological 

advancements. Interactive digital platforms have been developed, allowing for a 

more engaging and personalized learning experience. Moreover, vast amounts of 

information have been made accessible online, which has democratized education to 

an extent previously unimaginable. By these innovations, students are now equipped 

with resources that were once only available to a privileged few." 
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Using passive forms in such a context not only elevates your language use but also helps 

you focus on the significance of the actions discussed, rather than the actors, aligning well 

with the evaluative and analytical nature of IELTS Speaking Part 3. 

 

Modal Verbs:  

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, the effective use of modal verbs is crucial for articulating opinions, 

speculating about outcomes, and discussing hypothetical scenarios. This section of the 

exam explores more abstract and complex topics, often requiring you to provide thoughtful, 

nuanced responses. Modal verbs — such as could, would, might, and should — play a 

pivotal role in adding depth to your answers, showcasing your language proficiency and 

ability to engage with complex ideas. 

Modal verbs modify the mood of a verb, expressing necessity, possibility, permission, or 

ability. In IELTS Speaking Part 3, they help you: 

• Express Possibility and Speculation: Modals like "might" and "could" allow you to 

discuss potential future scenarios or the possible impacts of certain actions. This is 

particularly useful in questions about societal changes, future technologies, or 

hypothetical situations. 

• Give Advice and Suggestions: Using "should" or "ought to" enables you to propose 

solutions or improvements to problems discussed in the questions, showing your 

ability to think critically and offer reasoned advice. 

• Discuss Hypothetical Situations: "Would" is often used in conditional sentences to 

talk about imagined events and their possible outcomes, which can demonstrate 

your analytical skills and your command of complex sentence structures. 

Strategies for Using Modal Verbs Effectively: 

1. Articulating Probabilities and Possibilities: 

• Example: "If the government were to increase funding for public health, we could 

see significant improvements in community wellness. Such an increase might reduce 

the prevalence of preventable diseases." 

2. Offering Recommendations and Advice: 
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• Example: "Urban planners should focus more on green spaces to enhance urban 

living conditions, as these areas provide essential benefits to mental health and 

social cohesion." 

3. Describing Hypothetical Outcomes: 

• Example: "If renewable energy technologies were adopted more widely, we would 

potentially see a drastic reduction in carbon emissions globally." 

Example: Using Modal Verbs 

• Question: "What impact might remote work have on urban environments in the 

future?" 

• Answer: "Remote work could significantly transform urban environments in several 

ways. Firstly, it might reduce the need for large office spaces, leading to more 

residential developments or green spaces within city centres. Additionally, if more 

people were to work from home, there could be a decrease in daily commuting, 

which would likely lead to reduced traffic congestion and lower pollution levels. 

Cities should adapt to these changes by redesigning urban spaces to better suit the 

needs of a population spending more time at home. Moreover, local governments 

might need to invest in digital infrastructure to support a distributed workforce." 

 

4. Think Critically and Analyse Both Sides 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, demonstrating your ability to think critically and present balanced 

arguments is essential. This part of the test challenges you to engage deeply with topics, 

offering a sophisticated analysis that reflects a well-rounded understanding. Here’s how you 

can effectively handle discussions that require a balanced viewpoint and critical analysis: 

Part 3 of the IELTS Speaking test asks questions that are thematic extensions of Part 2 but 

are more abstract and require a higher level of analytical thinking. You might be asked to 

discuss societal trends, weigh the pros and cons of certain developments, or speculate 

about future changes. The key here is not just to show your language proficiency but also to 

demonstrate logical thinking and the ability to evaluate different aspects of an issue. 

Strategy for Critical Thinking and Analysis: 
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• Identify Key Aspects: When presented with a topic, quickly outline the main points 

you can discuss. For issues that require analysis of advantages and disadvantages, 

make a mental list of each side to ensure a balanced response. 

• Use Comparative Language: Employ phrases like “on one hand” and “on the other 

hand” to show you are considering multiple sides of an issue. This linguistic strategy 

helps structure your response clearly and signals a balanced approach to the 

examiner. 

• Provide Specific Examples: Strengthen your arguments by citing relevant examples. 

These can be from your own experience, observed outcomes, or general knowledge. 

• Show the Implications: Discuss the broader implications of the issue. For example, 

when talking about technology in education, consider how it affects different groups 

within society or its long-term impacts on traditional educational methods. 

Example of a Balanced Discussion: 

• Question: "What are the pros and cons of the increasing use of technology in 

education?" 

• Answer: "You asked about the impact of technology in education, which is quite a 

multifaceted topic. On the positive side, technology has dramatically expanded 

access to education. Platforms like online courses and educational apps allow people 

from remote areas or with limited mobility to access quality educational resources. 

For example, someone living in a rural area can attend lectures from top universities 

via online platforms. 

However, there are significant challenges as well. One major concern is the digital 

divide; not everyone has equal access to technology. This disparity means that while 

some students benefit greatly from technological advances, others are left behind. 

Additionally, reliance on technology can diminish valuable face-to-face interactions 

between teachers and students, which are crucial for developing critical thinking and 

interpersonal skills. There's evidence suggesting that in environments where 

technology replaces traditional methods, students may miss out on developing these 

essential soft skills." 
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This type of response scores high in IELTS Speaking Part 3 because it demonstrates your 

advanced communication skills. It showcases your fluency and coherence by maintaining a 

smooth flow, and eventually reflects your high linguistic competency. 

 

5. Stay Calm 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, staying calm is essential because it directly influences your fluency 

and coherence, impacting your overall score. This segment of the exam tests your ability to 

engage in a more formal and spontaneous discussion, which can be challenging under 

pressure.  

If you don’t understand a question, don’t hesitate to ask for clarification. This can prevent 

misunderstandings and give you extra time to formulate your response. Politely asking, 

“Could you please repeat the question?” or “By ‘sustainable practices,’ do you mean 

practices that are environmentally, economically, or socially sustainable?” not only clarifies 

your doubts but also demonstrates your proactive approach in ensuring accurate 

communication. 

Example of Maintaining Composure and Seeking Clarification: 

Question: "Can you discuss the impact of consumerism on global resources?" 

• Potential Confusing Aspect: The term "consumerism" might be broad or vague in 

this context. 

• Response for Clarification: "Certainly, I’d be happy to discuss that. Just to make 

sure I address your question correctly, when you mention 'consumerism,' are you 

referring to the general buying behaviour of individuals globally, or are you focusing 

more on the impacts of high consumption rates in specific regions like North 

America and Europe?" 

Why This Approach Is Effective 

• Shows Active Listening: Asking for clarification shows that you are engaged and 

actively participating in the conversation. 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/ielts-essay-correction-by-an-examiner
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/download-ielts-ebooks-get-free-essay-feedback-by-examiner


Get Your Essay Checked By An Examiner       Page 265 of 272 

©IELTS Luminary                              For More PDF Books And Free Resources, Visit www.ieltsluminary.com 

• Demonstrates Language Proficiency: By reformulating the question or asking for 

specifics, you show your ability to use English for effective and precise 

communication. 

• Builds Confidence: Knowing you can handle misunderstandings or unclear 

questions can increase your confidence, making you less nervous and more 

composed throughout the discussion. 

 

6. Link Your Ideas 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3, linking your ideas effectively is crucial for demonstrating 

coherence, which is a significant marker of your communication skills in English. Here's how 

to effectively use linking phrases to enhance the coherence and flow of your responses: 

Types of Linking Phrases and Their Uses: 

Adding Information: Linking phrases that add information are vital when you need to build 

upon an idea or argument by introducing additional, supportive details or evidence. 

• "In addition": Used to add non-contrasting information. 

• "Furthermore": Useful when providing more detail or information. 

• "Moreover": Similar to "furthermore," often used to add emphasis. 

• "Also": A simple addition, fitting for both formal and informal contexts. 

• "As well as": Useful for adding closely related points or items. 

Examples: 

• "Regular exercise not only improves cardiovascular health but also enhances mental 

well-being, reducing symptoms of depression and anxiety. Moreover, it boosts 

immune system function, which is essential for overall health and disease 

prevention." 

• "Public libraries are invaluable community resources. In addition to lending books, 

they often provide access to digital media and educational programs. Furthermore, 
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they serve as community centres where people can meet, learn, and engage with 

local culture." 

Contrasting Information: These phrases are used to introduce a contrast to what has been 

previously stated, offering a balanced view or presenting alternate perspectives which is 

crucial in Part 3 discussions that often touch on advantages and disadvantages, opinions, 

and implications. 

• "However": Indicates a contrast to the previously mentioned idea. 

• "On the other hand": Introduces an alternative perspective or contradiction. 

• "Nevertheless": Shows contrast while also adding a sense of resolution or 

conclusion. 

• "Conversely": Useful for introducing a direct opposite. 

• "Despite": Indicates a contrast but used with a noun or gerund. 

Examples: 

• "While technology has facilitated improved communication globally, it has also led 

to reduced face-to-face interactions among people, contributing to a sense of 

isolation in some communities. On the other hand, it has enabled new forms of 

community building online." 

• "Fast food provides convenience and satisfies taste buds quickly; however, it often 

lacks nutritional value and contributes to health problems such as obesity and heart 

disease." 

By mastering the use of these linking phrases, you can significantly enhance the coherence 

and sophistication of your responses in IELTS Speaking Part 3, demonstrating your high 

level of English proficiency to the examiner. 

Showing Cause and Effect: When engaging in discussions, particularly in IELTS Speaking 

Part 3, it's crucial to articulate how one action leads to another or how certain conditions 

bring about specific outcomes. Here's why the cause and effect phrases are essential: 
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• "Therefore": This word is typically used to conclude a point that logically follows 

from the argument presented. It's a strong transition that signals a conclusion based 

on evidence or reasoning. 

• "Thus": Similar to "therefore," "thus" is often used in formal contexts. It serves to 

summarize a point clearly and succinctly, indicating a natural conclusion from the 

arguments made. 

• "Consequently": This transition emphasizes the outcome or effect. It is particularly 

useful when you want to highlight the impact or result of a situation, making clear 

that what follows is a direct result of the previous statements. 

Example: 

"Deforestation is accelerating globally, primarily due to agricultural expansion and logging. 

Therefore, large swathes of animal habitat are destroyed. Thus, animals are forced to 

migrate, leading to ecological imbalances. Consequently, biodiversity decreases, which 

negatively affects ecosystem functionality and resilience." 

Sequencing: Sequencing phrases help organize your thoughts more clearly and make your 

speech easy to follow. They are particularly useful in Part 3, where more complex and 

structured responses are expected. 

• "Firstly": Introduces the first point in a series, helping to structure your argument or 

list. 

• "Secondly": Follows up with a subsequent point, maintaining the flow and clearly 

indicating continuation from the first. 

• "Finally": This is often used to introduce the last point, providing a sense of closure 

and summarization of your argument. 

Example: 

"To effectively prepare for a public speaking event, firstly, ensure you understand your topic 

inside and out. This foundational knowledge will boost your confidence and allow you to 

answer questions effectively. Secondly, practice your speech multiple times, preferably in 

front of a mirror or an audience, to refine your delivery and make adjustments based on 

feedback. Finally, consider your audience's interests and expectations to tailor your speech, 

ensuring it resonates well and engages them throughout your presentation." 
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Using these phrases strategically in IELTS Speaking Part 3 not only demonstrates your 

language proficiency but also shows your ability to organize thoughts logically and connect 

them coherently, which are key criteria in achieving a high score in the exam. 

 

7. Reflect Personal Experiences 

Incorporating personal experiences into your responses for IELTS Speaking Part 3 can be a 

strategic way to demonstrate your communication skills, make your answers more 

compelling, and showcase your ability to apply abstract ideas in real-world contexts. Here’s 

how and why you should reflect on personal experiences during your exam: 

How to Effectively Reflect Personal Experiences: 

• Develop a Repository of Experiences: Before the exam, think about a range of 

personal experiences related to common IELTS themes such as education, 

technology, environment, and health. This preparation allows you to quickly draw 

upon relevant anecdotes during the test. 

• Link Experience to Discussion Points: Make sure your personal experiences are 

relevant to the question. For instance, if discussing the value of community service, 

you might share a specific incident that highlights the personal growth you 

experienced through volunteering. 

• Use Details to Paint a Picture: When describing a personal experience, include 

sensory details or emotions to paint a vivid picture. For example, if you’re discussing 

the impact of learning a new language, describe the first time you successfully 

conversed with a native speaker and how that experience felt rewarding and 

motivating. 

• Balance Personal Insight with General Discussion: While personal experiences are 

valuable, balance them with more generalized discussion that addresses the question 

from a broader perspective. This balance demonstrates both personal insight and an 

understanding of the wider implications or contexts of the topic. 

Example: 
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"If we consider the impact of extracurricular activities on personal development, I can draw 

from my own experiences to illustrate this point. Joining the debating society during my 

university years wasn't just an extracurricular activity; it was a transformative experience that 

honed my public speaking skills. Initially, I found it daunting to argue in front of peers, but 

over time, I learned to structure my arguments more effectively and respond to 

counterarguments on the fly. This experience didn’t just improve my debate skills; it 

significantly boosted my confidence in all public communications, which has been 

invaluable in my professional life. This personal growth underscores the broader benefit of 

extracurricular activities in fostering essential life skills that academic courses may not 

directly provide." 

Using this approach, you not only answer the question but also connect with the examiner 

on a human level, making your response memorable and impactful. 

By following these detailed tips and incorporating the provided strategies and examples 

into your practice, you can approach IELTS Speaking Part 3 with confidence and the skills 

necessary to achieve a high score. Remember, this part of the exam is your chance to truly 

showcase your language proficiency. 

 

High-Scoring Template (IELTS Speaking Part 
3) 

Part 3 of the IELTS Speaking test challenges you to speak at length on a given topic, often 

requiring analysis, opinion, and speculation. The answers should demonstrate your ability to 

use complex language and organize your thoughts coherently. 

You know that the topic in Part 3 will generally relate to the theme you talked about in Part 

2 but will require more abstract thinking and a broader range of ideas. For instance, if Part 2 

asked you to describe a memorable journey, like the one to Greece from the Speaking Part 

2 example (see here), the IELTS Speaking Part 3 might explore broader themes related to 

travel, its impacts on individuals and societies, and related cultural or global issues. Here are 

several potential questions along with a high-scoring template for answering these 

questions effectively: 

Potential Questions for the Speaking Part 3: 
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1. How do you think international travel influences the way people understand different 

cultures? 

2. In what ways can travel contribute to a person’s education? 

3. Do you believe that travelling has changed in recent years? If so, how? 

4. What are some negative impacts of tourism on cultural heritage sites? 

5. Can travel promote global peace and understanding? How? 

 

[Please note, the template provided below is general and meant to be adapted to each of 

the questions individually.] 

 

Introduction 

Start by acknowledging the question and briefly state your general opinion or introduce the 

angle of your answer. 

• Example: "International travel undoubtedly plays a pivotal role in enhancing 

cultural understanding. It serves as a bridge between diverse societies, 

fostering a deeper appreciation for global diversity." 

 

Development of Main Points 

Break down your response into 2-3 main points. Clearly state each point and support it with 

examples or reasons. 

Explanation and Detail: 

Provide specific examples or elaborate on reasons to support your claim. 

• Example: "Travel exposes individuals to different cultural practices and 

traditions firsthand, which can dismantle preconceived notions and 

stereotypes. For example, a traveller visiting Morocco might learn about local 
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customs and religious practices directly from interactions with locals, rather 

than through media portrayals, which are often biased or incomplete." 

Analysis and Discussion: 

You can discuss a contrasting view or additional effects related to the point. 

• Example: "Furthermore, through such immersive experiences, travellers gain a 

nuanced understanding that can influence their behaviours and attitudes 

towards foreign cultures. This not only enriches their personal lives but also 

contributes to more informed and respectful global interactions." 

Counterpoint or Additional Insight (if applicable): 

Provide a balanced view by discussing any complexities or challenges. 

• Example: "However, it's also crucial to acknowledge that not all travel is 

culturally sensitive. Tourist behaviour can sometimes perpetuate stereotypes 

or disrespect local norms, highlighting the need for responsible and ethical 

travel practices." 

Conclusion 

Restate your final opinion or offer a concluding insight. 

Example: "To summarise, while travel indeed enriches understanding and fosters global 

connections, it also demands a responsible approach to truly benefit both the traveller and 

the host culture. Emphasizing ethical engagement during travel can maximize its positive 

impacts and mitigate any negatives." 

Using this template, you can structure your responses to ensure clarity, depth, and 

coherence, which are critical for achieving high scores in IELTS Speaking Part 3. 
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Congratulations!!! 

You've reached the end of this enriching journey through our comprehensive eBook on the 

IELTS Speaking exam. Celebrate this milestone, for it marks not the end, but the beginning 

of your continued path to excellence in IELTS speaking. You now possess a deeper 

understanding of the test, thanks to the wealth of material carefully curated by experts in 

the field of IELTS preparation and language proficiency. 

Throughout this eBook, you've mastered intricate details of the IELTS Speaking test, 

uncovered invaluable strategies, and honed your communication skills through practice 

sessions that simulate real-world scenarios. Our aim has been to empower you not only to 

tackle the IELTS test with confidence but also to excel in any English-speaking context. 

The tools, tips, and insights you’ve gained here lay the groundwork for your future 

endeavours. However, remember, mastery is an ongoing journey. The English language 

continually evolves, offering endless opportunities to refine your skills, expand your 

vocabulary, and understand the nuances of effective communication. 

To further support your learning, we encourage you to explore our other eBooks (pdf), each 

designed to guide you through different facets of the IELTS exam with the same level of 

expertise and dedication. Additionally, our IELTS Essay Correction Service offers a unique 

opportunity to receive personalized, detailed feedback on your writing from experienced 

IELTS examiners. This service is crafted to help you identify your strengths and areas for 

improvement, providing tailored advice that aligns closely with IELTS scoring criteria. 

We invite you to revisit this eBook for a refresher, practice rigorously, and consider enrolling 

in our essay correction service to ensure your preparation is as robust as possible. Our team 

is continually researching and updating our resources to keep you at the forefront of IELTS 

preparation. 

Your feedback, questions, and success stories are not just welcome; they are vital for us. We 

eagerly await to hear how you apply what you've learned and to celebrate your 

achievements. We are confident in your success and look forward to supporting you in your 

ongoing journey towards your desired score. 

With immense pride and warm wishes, 

IELTS Luminary Team 
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